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Members: 

Faculty Representatives (By Appointment Date): Linda Griffin, Fmr. Chair (EPRA), 
Resigned; Seth Cable (Linguistics), 2017 S; Ezekiel Kimball, Interim Chair (EPRA), 2017 S; 
Peter Graham (Philosophy), 2017 F; Rachel Mordecai (English), 2017 F; Alexandrina 
Deschamps (WGSS), 2018 S; Matthew Komer (Athletics), 2018 F; Annette Vadnais (Library), 
2018 F; Ruth Jennison (English), 2019 S; Jordana Rosenberg (English), 2019 S; MJ Peterson 
(Faculty Senate Secretary or designee)  

Student Representatives: Aliza Abolafia, Maddie Chambers, Rob Kearns (Undergraduate 
Students); Daniel Morales (Graduate Student) 

University Representatives: Carol Barr (Provost or designee), John F. Kennedy (Vice 
Chancellor for University Relations), Marcy Clark (Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and 
Campus Life or designee)  
 

Summary of Council Responsibilities: 

The Student Affairs and University Life Council provides advice to the Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs and Campus Life (and other members of the administration as appropriate) and 
provides formal recommendations to the Faculty Senate regarding motions related to:  (i) 
residence hall policies; (ii) disciplinary policies; (iii) placement and recruitment policies; (iv) 
legal rights of members of the University community; (v) matters relating to picketing and free 
speech; and (vi) other matters related to the non-academic experiences of students.  

 
Summary of 2015-2016 Activities: 

Meetings of the Council were held in March and April. Prior meetings were cancelled due to the 
absence of pressing Council business. Issues discussed during these meetings include:  

- March Meeting: The Council reviewed Faculty Senate Proposal #2292 (also known as 
“the Shorelight Proposal”). Our review focused on the non-academic, summer, and 
residential components of the program design. We were guided by two questions: (i) Do 
we have the capacity available in existing housing and residence life programs in order 
to meet the needs of the students who would enroll in the program? – and – (ii) Do we 
have (or can we develop expeditiously) the advising capacity necessary to meet the 
needs of the students who would enroll in the program? In addition to the proposal, our 
review also included a discussion with John McCarthy (Senior Vice Provost for 
Academic Affairs and Dean of the Graduate School) and a letter of support specifically 
addressing student life issues from Enku Gelaye (Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs and 
Campus Life). Based on this review and with a Council vote of five in favor and none 
opposed, we recommended to the Faculty Senate that the University presently possessed 
sufficient resources to provide adequate housing and residence life experiences for the 
anticipated student enrollments. Additionally, we indicated that the Council believed 
that the advising load generated by these additional student enrollments will likely be 
manageable using existing resources, and if not, that the University (in concert with 
Shorelight) would be able to add quickly additional capacity to cover unmet need. 
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- April Meeting: At the request of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus 
Life, the Council reviewed several documents related to the Student Government 
Association’s efforts to review the University’s Land Use Policy. These documents 
included: (i) a Student Government Association motion to create a task force to review 
the Land Use Policy; (ii) the Land Use Policy, which itself is a subset of Trustee’s 
Document, T90-079, Regulations for Use of Property; (iii) a memorandum from Student 
Legal Services to the Student Government Association indicating their belief that the 
Land Use Policy was unconstitutional; and (iv) a Daily Collegian article about the 
Student Government Association’s proposed task force. Based on the Council’s review 
of these documents and in conversation with both representatives of the Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs and Campus Life and the Student Government Association, we 
decided that the standing Council meetings were not well suited to undertaking the 
revision of the Land Use Policy. To that end, the Council directed the Chair of the 
Student Affairs and University Life Council and the Faculty Senate Secretary to 
continue conversations with relevant parties to establish the broad parameters of a task 
force to review both the Land Use Policy and documents incorporated therein by 
reference or practice during the summer months.  

- Summer Work: The Faculty Senate Secretary and the Chair of the Student Affairs and 
University Life Council met with representatives from: (i) the Student Government 
Association; (ii) Student Affairs and Campus Life; (iii) Physical Plant; (iv) 
Administration & Finance; and (v) University Council. Based on these conversations: (i) 
the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs and Campus Life assigned a graduate assistant to 
collect all relevant institutional policies and procedures related to expression events; (ii) 
the Student Government Association began to index specific instances wherein students 
felt that their right to free expression had been impinged upon as well as specific 
objections to relevant policies; and (iii) the Student Government Association, the 
Faculty Senate Secretary and the Chair of the Student Affairs and University Life 
Council jointly developed a proposal to create a task force to address campus policies 
related to free expression. This proposal will be presented to both the Council and 
Student Government Association at meetings early in fall semester.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Ezekiel Kimball, Interim Chair, Student Affairs and University Life Council 


