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REPORT OF SELECTMEN.

The following report for the year 1871, is respectfully

submitted. While avoiding the expense of printing a

mass of names and figures that confuse the reader and

obscure the actual results of the year's work, it is the aim

of the Selectmen to present herein all the information that

will aid the Town to judge intelligently of the work of the

several departments and the measures recommended.

The Treasurer's books have been examined and the

Treasurer is charged therein with :

Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1871, $10,905 6ft

Bank Dividend, 500 00

State School Fund, „ 397 43

Dog Fund from County Treasurer, 319 77

State Aid, 4,200 00

Corporation Tax, 5,443 31

Amount carriedforward $21,766 11
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Amount brought fortuard $21,766 11

Water Rents, 6,207 47

Poor Re-imbursements 25 00

Insane Poor " 195 22

Agawam and Halfway Pond Fishery, 40 00

Circus Licenses, 50 00

Militia Re-imbursements, 910 50

Armory Rent, 150 00

Pedlar's License, 12 00

Taxes of 1866, 29 52

" 1867, 37 44

" 1868, 24 67

" 1869, 205 08

" 1870, 2,680 17

" 1871, 48,491 45

Sale of Lots in Cemetery, 365 45

" " School Books, 587 39

Cash on note to H. Sherman, 450 00

" " " " T. Manter, 700 00

Road Re-imbursements, 154 80

Fines for violation of By Laws, 12 00

Non-resident Bank Tax, 3,782 23

Cash on Note to Savings Bank, 2,500 00

$89,876 50
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The Treasurer is credited therein with payments on the

several accounts, as follows :

*To paid State Tax, $8,525 00

County Tax, 4,283 93

Schools, 16,193 32

Poor, 5,599 68

Insane Poor, 1,814 12

Eoads, 7,093 95

New Eoads, 1,273 57

Town Debt, 3,764 61

Contingent, 4,394 44

Water Works and Scrip, 7,198 32

Fire Department, 1,972 41

Assessors, 573 50

Treasurer, 500 00

Sexton, 125 00

Burial Hill, 235 67

State Aid, 3,744 00

Lighting Streets, 749 50

Collection of Taxes, 900 00

W. S. Sinking Fund, 1,500 00

Tine Hill Cemetery, 926 70

New School-House (WeUingsley,) 2,296 77

Lot, 400 00

B. L. Battles Note, 500 00

Decorating Soldiers' Graves, 100 00

Note to Savings Bank, 8,000 00

State Non-Besident Bank Tax, 1,952 12

Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1872, 4,759 89

$39,376 50
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The undrawn balances are as foliows :

Poor, $990 50

Koads,. 60 85

NewEoads, 260 33

Eire Department, 320 39

Burial Hill, 08

Collection of Taxes, 4 59

Widows, 200 34

Fresh Brook, 13 72

Herring Money, 373 41

Insane Poor, 405 99

Lighting Streets, 54 30

Town Debt, 312 97

Contingent, 361 66

Training Green, 384 83

NeAV School House (North,) ... 92 36

Vine Hill Cemetery, 503 30

Discounts, 3,889 30

Abatements, 709 37

New School House,CWelliDgslv,) 203 23
$8,641 52S

Temporary Loans, which consist of

loans made in anticipation of taxes and

for disbursement as State Aid, and

for the payment of which no direct

provision will be necessary 21,261 39

29,902 91
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This sum, if no accounts were overdrawn, should be

just equal to the uncollected taxes, State Aid due from the

State, and cash on hand, which items are as follows :

Uncollected Taxes, including discounts, abate-

ments and herring money standing to the

credit of Collector, $13,055 28

State aid due from State, 9,530 42

Cash on hand, . . . : 4,759 89

$ 27,345 59

which leaves a deficiency of $2,557.32,made up as follows

:

Schools overdrawn, 294 56

Water works and Scrip, 190 85

Assessors, 78 62

School House Lot (WeUingsley,) 400 00

Non-resident Bank Tax, 1,593 29

$2,557 32

The accounts of the Collector of Taxes have been sub-

mitted to the Selectmen, and the following is a summary

ef their condition :

1867. •

Uncollected January 1, 1871 S94 12

1872. 56 24

1868.

Uncollected January 1, 1871 $191 83 •

« " 1872 164 16
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1869.

Uncollected January 1, 1871.. . $679 39

1872 436 14

1870.

Uncollected January 1, 1871 $5,126 60

1872 2,143 99

1871.

Whole amount assessed $58,392 96

Uncollected January 1, 1872 6,488 85

The amount of uncollected taxes is much greater than

can be justified upon any sound business principles, and

the votes of the town in relation to the time and terms of

payment, should be more rigidly observed by both tax

payers and Collector.

TOWN DEBT.

The debt incurred by the introduction of water,

$102,000, is so much in the nature of an investment which

earns its own interest, and with the sinking fund already

provided will extinguish the principal as fast as is re-

quired, that it need not be considered as a debt to be pro-

3 for by direct taxation.
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Aside from water scrip the town debt Jan. 1, 1872, was

>25,113.29, and is made up as follows :

Note given to the Commonwealth Dec. 15, 1853,

under a vote passed May 28, 1853, to buy

school-houses and lands $3,388 64

Note given to the Commonwealth Feb. 15, 1868,

under the vote of April 9, 1866, authoriz-

ing new loaus in lieu of existing loans 6,724 65

Note given to the Commonwealth April 18,

1868, under the same vote 10,000 00

Note given to Plymouth Savings Bank, under

vote of April 5, 1869, to pay for the con-

struction of new school-house at north part

of the town 2,500 00

Hsote given to Plymouth Savings Bank, under

vote of May 13, 1871, to pay for school-

liouse at Wellingsly 2,500 00

$25,113 29

The last two notes bear interest at the rate of seven per

•cent.; all the others at six per cent.

No payments have been made during the year upon the

principal of the debt, and it stands $2,500 larger than

.Jan. 1, 1871.

'The Selectmen desire to urge the importance of reduc-

ing the indebtedness of the Town steadily until it is en-

tirely paid ; and recommend that any outlay which the

Town may deem it expedient to make, which is not in the
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nature of an investment, be provided for by immediate

taxation.

The amount of interest to be paid the current year will

be somewhat increased ; and if assessments are m ade

upon the stock of the Plymouth and Sandwich railroad,

as is hoped and may reasonably be expected, there may-

be a further amount of interest to be met ; and as some>

reduction of the principal should be effected if possible.,

an appropriation of $6,000 is recommended.

SCHOOLS.

Deficiency January 1, J 871 $65 83>

Paid in 1871 16,193 32

$16,259 15

Ob;

Appropriation $14,660 00

From dog fund 319 77

From State School fund 397 43

From sale of books "
'

' 587 39
£15,96-4 59^

Deficiency Jan. 1, 1872 $288 56-

There have been orders to the amount of $319.91 drawn

not paid when the books were closed ; and the actual de-

ficiency is $608.47. The school committee were misled as

to the actual amount expended up to the November vaca-

tion, by the amount for which orders had been drawn dif-

fering from the amount actually paid, the Treasurer hav-
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ing paid $238.18 for -which orders had not been drawn.

By reducing the length of schools, and rigid econom y in:

repairs, an appropriation of $16,000 will probably suffice

for the current year, without a special appropriation for

deficiency.

The payments may be classified as follows :

Teachers and Superintendent $12,486 30"

Fuel 701 68

Repairs 631 J68

Books 927 02 •

Incidentals, comprising care of school-houses,

travelling expenses, and a great variety of

small items 1,003 97

Printing,
, 85_00

Paid town of Carver. .'

.. . 28 00

New furnishing school-rooms 649 58

$16,513 2^

POOR.

Deficiency Jan. 1, 1871 $434 82

Paid in 1871 5,599 68-

$6,034 5a

Or.

$7,000 00

25 00
$7,025 GQ>

Appropriation. . . .

Prom other towns
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Amount brought forward $7,025 00

balance Jan. 2, 1872 $980 5Q

Orders on this account have been drawn which were not

paid when the Treasurer's books were closed, amounting

:to $475.19 ; and some small bills are not in. The pay-

ments may be classified as follows :

Supplies to the Almshouse $2,688 04

Fuel 300 00

Salaries and services of employees 500 00

Medical attendance 275 00

Aid outside of Almshouse 1,508 93

^Repairs of buildings 279 57

"Reform schools 48 14

$5,599 68

An appropriation of $6,000 is recommended for the cur-

rent year.

ROADS.

Deficiency Jan. 1, 1871 $653 97

Expended in 1871 7,093 95

Cr.

Appropriation for deficiency $653 98

Appropriation for 1871 7,000 00

B alance of earnings of teams in other

departments 154 SO
$7,808 77

.Balance undrawn 61 85



13

If the orders drawn on this account for 1871, not paid'

when the Treasurer's books were closed, were entered, the

account would be overdrawn $205.49 ; but if no heavy

snow occurs to disturb the estimate for 1872, an appro-

priation of $7,000 will suffice. A much larger amount

could be expended wisely if the town could afford to ad-

vance the standard of its roads more rapidly. The cost

of removing snow last year was about $900. It is believ-

ed the roads in no section of the Town have become

poorer during the year, while those leading to Manomet

and to Chiltonville have been materially improved. Two-

additional teams have been purchased, in accordance with

the vote of the Town, at a cost of $683.25. As no appropri_

ation was made for the cost of these teams, one has been

paid for from New Koad appropriation, and the other from

the appropriation for Roads, and the teams have been used'

in both departments, but the time employed in each is kept

separate. One of the teams has been located at Chilton*-

ville, and one at Wellingsley, though they have not been

confined to their locations, but have been worked together

as much as practicable. The Selectmen had doubts of the

wisdom of locating a team where its work would extend

over so large a section as at Chiltonville ; but are glad to

say that the experiment has proved successful, which fact

is largely due to Mr. Thrasher, who has had charge of the

team, and given to its operation a degree of industry and

judgment deserving of especial mention. Three teams are

probably all that can be profitably employed in Winter.

There is, however, no difficulty in keeping that number af
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^work, earning even in winter considerably more than expen-

ses, though not effecting so great saying as in the summer

~work. Having made arrangements with the School Com-

mittee to secure a widening of the road at Morton's Cor-

ner, by filling the School House lot, the teams were occu-

pied most of the month of December in that work, and

did not attempt to haul wood for the Schools till after the

first of January ; but are now supplying the school

houses of the village, in addition to the wood hauled for

the Almshouse department. The present system of sur-

veyors has been sufficiently discussed in former reports,

and no recommendation in relation to it is submitted at

this time. It is found, however, in working the three teams,

that there are more surveyors than are needed in the sec-

tion where the teams can be employed.

If the act of 1871, which provides for the election of

Hoad Commissioners, is adopted by the Town, it should be

borne in mind that all the powers of Selectmen to lay out,

or alter roads will be vested in the Road Commissioners,

as well as the management of all repairs, and the selec-

tion of Commissioners should be made with reference to

both duties.

NEW ROADS.

Expended in 1871, $1,273 57

Cr.

Balance of account Jan. 1, 1871, 933 90
Appropriation, 600 00

$1,533 90

Balance of account Jan. 1, 1872, . 260 33
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The principal items of the above expenditure are land

damages on High Street, South Russell Street, Sagamore,

and Jefferson Streets, $276 ; settlement of claim of Martin

Howland, and costs of reference $228.95. Expended on

Jefferson Street, 1393.87
;

horse, cart and harness,

$37475.

In working Jefferson Street, the Selectmen decided to

iiave the street with the gutter in the centre of the road,

as had been found economical in the other streets leading

from Watson's Hill. They received a proposition

from Messrs. Harlow and Hathaway, to put down concrete

pavement, at a cost not exceeding the estimates for stone

pavement. After consulting those having experience in

concrete pavements for streets, the Selectmen decided to

pave Jefferson Street with that material, with a view to

test fully its value for further use. The work was begun

late in the season and interrupted by frost ; but will be

resumed as soon as the frost is out of the ground.

The County Commissioners have widened and straight-

ened the road at Manomet, leading from the corner of the

Point Road to Fresh Pond, and ordered the same to be

worked, by Nov. 1st, 1872. The cost of working this alter-

ation is estimated at from $400 to $700, according to the

thoroughness with which it is worked. Considerable of

the material to be moved is needed for covering a sandy

piece of road this side of the alteration, and the work can

probably be done in connection with the ordinary repairs,

so as not to cost greatly more than the minimum named.

It is estimated that to complete Jefferson aud Sagamore
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Streets, and work the Manomet alteration, with some small

awards for land damage still unpaid, will require an appro-

priation of eight hundred dollars.

GRADING SCHOOL HOUSE LOT.

The lot selected by the School Committee for the new

school house at Wellingsley, always presented an offens-

ive projecting corner into the highway, and the attention

of the Selectmen has been often called to the necessity of

cutting off the corner and widening the street at that

point. In the purchase of a school house lot the School

Committee found themselves much embarassed by the fact

that this lot, the only one on which they could agree, as, in

all respects suited to their purpose, would cost the full

sum allowed by the vote of the Town, leaving nothing to

grade the lot, which, it was estimated, would cost nearly

$300 additional. To accomplish the double purpose of

enabling the School Committee to secure the best lot

available for their purpose and make the much needed

widening of the street, the Selectmen arranged with the

School Committee to take so much of the lot as should be

needed for that purpose, and in offset to grade the lot with

the Town teams, the grading to be done in the winter.

The most of the grading has been done ; it will be com-

pleted within the estimate. Counting the teams at $3 per

day, a fair winter estimate, the work so far has cost

1231.61
;
counting only the actual cost of maintaining

teams, it would be considerably less.
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INSANE POOE.

Paid in 1871, $1,814.12

Cr.

Balance of Account Jan, 1, 1871, $524.89

Appropriation, 1,500.00

Reimbursements, 195.22

$2,220.11

Balance of Account Jan. 1, 1872, $405.99

All the orders drawn have been in payment of bills of

Lunatic Hospitals, with a single exception. The number

of patients in the hospital has been somewhat reduced,

and the Overseers of the Poor ask for an appropriation of

only one thousand dollars for the current year.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Paid in 1871, ; $1,972.41

Cr.

Balance of Account Jan 1, 1871, $192.80

Appropriation for 1871, 1,500.00

" New Hose, 600.00

$2,292.80

Balance of Account Jan. 1, 1872, $320.39

Orders for $37.52 have been drawn that were not paid

when the books were closed.

The report of the Chief Engineer, which is published

herewith, gives the condition of the Department and the
2
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estimates for the current year. These estimates have been

considered by the Selectmen, and though at first doubt-

ful about the necessity of a hose tower, they are satisfied

after hearing the reasons of the Board of Engineers, that

it will be economy to provide one ; and recommend an

appropriation of twenty-eight hundred dollars for this

Department, in accordance with the Engineers' report.

WATER WORKS AND SCRIP.

Deficiency, Jan. 1, 1871, $1,515.09

Paid in 1871, 7,198.32

$8,713.41

Cr.

Appropriation for Deficiency, $1,515.09

" 1871, 800.00

Water Rents collected, 6,207.17

$8,522.56

Deficiency, Jan. 1, 1872, $190.85

The reversion of the decision of the Supreme Court

upon the legal tender act relieves the Town from paying

gold interest on the Water Scrip, and will obviate the

necessity of an appropriation for this Department, unless

for the extension of the works to Chiltonville. The water

rents now due, with those to accrue, it is estimated will be

sufficient for the current expenses of the year and the

small deficiency existing. The bills paid may be classified

as follows

:
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Interest on Scrip, $6,237.92

Salaries, 450.00

Kepairs and Extensions, . . 511.40

EXTENSION TO CHILTONVILLE.

The large outlay required to extend the water-pipes to

Chiltonville, and the wide discretion which the vote of the

Town left with the Selectmen, compelled them to proceed

with care, and to consume considerable time in obtaining

information to guide them in those matters left discretion-

ery. The subsequent effort to re-consider the vote by

which the extension was authorized further delayed their

action, till the season had too far passed to complete the

wrork before frost, and any further action was postponed

till spring. The result of the enquiries made is that the

Selectmen are satisfied that it will be wiser to use four-

inch pipe for most of the route, and that the lower or

Cliff road is by far the most economical route. They

have also revised with care the estimates made before the

vote of the Town. The price of pipe was stated from the

written offer of the company which furnished the pipe

now in use. The Selectmen have a written offer to do

the trenching and filling at the price named in the original

estimate, and it is understood that other experienced par-

ties would undertake the contract at the same figure. On

the other hand, Mr. Davie, of very large experience in

like work, gives the opinion that it must cost a much

larger sum. The cost of freight and trucking, if four-inch

pipe is used, was considerably under-estimated, and no
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allowance for cost of connections was made, or for Hy-

drants. Making due allowance for these additions, and

by the route the Selectmen propose to adopt, and using

four-inch pipe, the cost will be, as near as it can now be

estimated, $6,000, if no obstacles are encountered ; but if

unexpected difficulties arise, the cost may be swollen to

an extent which cannot be determined ; and as this exten-

sion cannot for many years make return of the interest on

its cost, the Selectmen are impelled to revise the recom-

mendation of last year, that the money be hired and

treated as part of the Water Loan ; and recommend that

the whole, or at least the greater part of its cost, be paid

for by immediate appropriation.

CONTINGENT.

Deficiency, Jan.l, 1871 $1,861 71

Paid in 1871 4,394 44

$6,256 15

Cs.

Corporation tax $5,443 31

Militia re-imbursement 910 50

Armory rent .

r

. 150 00

Pedlar's license 12 00

Fines for violation of By-laws 12 00

Circus licenses
' ' '

" 50 00

Agawam and Halfway Pond Fishery . . 40 00
$6,617 81

Balance undrawn Jan. 1, 1872 $361 6 6
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Orders drawn Dot paid when the books were closed are

8667.95
;
making an actual deficiency of $306.29.

The payments may be classified as follows :

For services of Town Officers not provided for

by appropriation $1,233 05

Watch and Police 949 50

Printing Town Report 311 50

Other Printing and advertising 317 75

Military 417 00

Fuel 51 99

Horse hire 41 25

Stationery 42 66

Expenses of Board of Health 71 32

Lumber and carpenters' bills 251 87

Trucking and Express 41 75

.Claim of Sandwich 97 60

Fire in Woods 274 28

Sundries 292 92

Bills contracted by the Board of Health, in preventing

the spread of Small Pox, amounting to five hundred dol-

lars or more, are not yet paid, though partly included

in orders drawn. This is the largest expense chargeable

to contingent that has been of unusual character. It is

difficult to estimate the amount required for this depart-

ment from its very nature ; but the Selectmen are of the

opinion that the Town would prefer to make a definite ap-

propriation, rather than continue to credit miscellaneous

receipts to the account, as heretofore ; and would recom-

mend for the current year an appropriation of $5,000.
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DISCOUNTS.

Deficiency, Jan. 1, 1871,

Cp,

By Appropriation,

Balance undrawn, Jan. 1, 1872,

$110.70

$3,500,00

$3,389.30

No orders had been drawn on this account when the

Treasurer's books were closed. The amount of Discounts

allowed by the Collector, and for which an order has since

been drawn in partial settlement of his accounts, is

$3,059.82, leaving the actual balance undrawn, $329.48.

The allowance of discounts has some advantages, and

makes the work of Tax Collector perhaps a little easier

;

but it may well be doubted if the advantages of the prac-

tice balance its disadvantage to the Town. The appropri-

ation for Discounts swells the nominal rate of taxation, and

thereby operates against the Town in various ways, and

the actual burden of paying the full face of taxes falls

upon those least able to bear it. If the discount is

omitted, the Collector of Taxes will need to adhere rigidly

to the vote of the Town relating to interest. The Select-

men are of the opinion that it would be wise to discontinue

the Discount system, and recommend no appropriation

for the current year. If, however, the Town adhere to

the system, an appropriation of $3,000 will be needed.
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ABATEMENTS.

The overlay credited to Abatements for the year was

$709.37, which sum remains undrawn upon the Treasurer's

books ; but an order for 1362.19 has been drawn in favor

of the Collector, for Abatements allowed by the Assessors.,

leaving the actual balance undrawn, $347.18.

HERRING MONEY.

Balance undrawn, Jan. 1, 1871, $40.08

| Dividend from 0. C. N. Bank, 333.33

Balance undrawn, Jan 1, 1872, $373.41

No orders had been paid by the Treasurer, but the Col-

lector of Taxes has distributed upon the polls $315.75 ;

for which order has now been drawn, and the actual bal-

ance is $57.66.

YvTDOWS.

Undrawn, Jan. 1, 1871, $33.67

^ Dividend from O. C. N. Bank, 166.67

$200.34

No distribution has been made.

WATER SCRIP SINKING FUND.

Paid to Trustees, $1,500.00

Cr.
'

Appropriation, 1,500*00
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VINE HILLS CEMETERY.

Deficiency, Jan. 1. 1871, $535.45

Paid in 1871, ' 926.70

$1,462.15

Cb.

Appropriation, $1,600.00

Eeceived from Sale of Lots, 365.45

$1,965.45

Balance undrawn, Jan. 1, 1872, $503.30

Of the payments made during the year $650 was paid to

Mr. Davie for the further purchase made by instruction of

the Town, and $276.70 for the care and improvement of the

premises, including removing and repairing the fence on

the west side. The fence on the west side and on Saino-

set Street will answer for the present, but a fence on the

east side is essential, and cannot, in justice to purchasers

of lots, be longer delayed. The cost of this and working

the Avenue to Samoset Street is estimated at $700, which,

with the balance now existing, will require an apprpriajion

of $200. The outlay for care and interior improvements

will not exceed the receipts from sale of lots.
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BUKIAL HILL.

Paid in 1371, $235,67

Cr.

Balance undrawn, Jan. 1, 1871,

Appropriation,

$35.75

200.00

$235.75

Balance undrawn, Jan. 1, 1872, .08

Orders not paid, $7,—really a deficit of $6.92.

.

A claim of $108.75 on the First Parish, for wall in rear

of their Church, will meet the requirements of this Depart-

±>y a law of 1871, passed after the annual appropriations

were made, 81,830.11 has been received from a tax on

IBank Stock beyond the amount paid to the State on

.account of non-resident stockholders. To offset this sur-

plus revenue the Assesors deducted 83,423.10 from the

amount voted to be assessed by the Town, leaving

•81,593.29, a deficiency to be provided for.

ment for the current year without appropriation.

NOX-KESIDENT BANK TAX.
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NEW SCHOOL HOUSE AT WELLINGSLEY.

The Seelctmen, pursuant to the vote of the Town,,

appointed Charles Burton, Winslow Packard, and William

Lewis, Building Committee to construct the school house

at Wellingsley. These gentlemen accepted the position,,

and have completed the building to the satisfaction of all

interested. The bills paid are $2,296.77.

Orders drawn not paid amount to $211.65.

Total, $2,508.42, or $8.42 more than the amount fixed by

the Town. A loan of $2,500 was effected by the Select-

men, in accordance with the authority given as stated id

previous comments upon Town Debt.

SCHOOL HOUSE LOT.

The lot on which the new building is located was pur-

chased by the School Committee, as authorized by vote„

for $400. No loan has been effected for this, but the sale

of the old building and lot is relied upon to provide for

the deficiency which appears in this account.

BUKIAL GROUND AT SOUTH PONDS.

The residents of South Ponds represent that the Burial

Ground at that place needs enlargement and improvement,,

involving an expenditure of about $200, and ask that the*

Town aid them in effecting the same. The present yard-

comprises something more than half an acre, to which

they wish to add one-eighth of an acre. There are 134

graues in the yard ; 34 families are dependent upon the

jard for burials.
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KEEOSENE OIL.

The law relating to the sale of Petroleum has been dis-

regarded by traders, with few exceptions. All licenses

have been made conditional upon inspection by the local.

Inspector, and parties who declined to take licenses npon

those conditions have been notified that suits would be

brought, in accordance with the vote of the Town, and the

matter has been placed in the hands of an attorney to

bring the actions. Unless the community really desire

the enforcement of the law. efforts to secure it by suits or

artificial means will not avail much : and it has been sug-

gested that published monthly reports of the Inspector,

showing the quantity of oil inspected for each trader, be

made so that the people may purchase where it is inspected

if they choose to do so. This will lead traders to have their

oil inspected by the local Inspector , if the customers show

that it is desired. The Inspector's report, appended to*

this will show the extent to which the law has been?,

observed.

GUIDE BOAKDS.

The Guide Boards of the Town are not as numerous as-

could be desired, but are in fair condition, so far as thej

knowledge of the Selectmen extends.
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The following appropriations for the current year are

recommended

:

Schools and Repairs of School Houses, $15,000.00

Poor, 6,000.00

Roads, 7,000.00

Town Debt, 6,000.00

Insane Poor, 1,000.00

Fire Department, 2,800.00

Assessors, 650.00

Treasurer, 500.00

Sexton, 125.00

New Roads, 800.00

Lighting Streets, 800.00

Collecting Taxes, 450.00

Water Scrip Sinking Fund, 1,500.00

Vine Hills Cemetery, 200.00

Contingent, 5,000.00

Extension of Water Works 6,000.00

$53,825.00

DEFICIENCIES.

Non-Resident Bank Tax, $1,593.29

$55,418.29

The revenue not otherwise appropriated is estimated as

follows

:

Corporation Tax, $5,400.00

Non-Resident Bank Tax, 1,800.00

Miscellaneous, '
. 1,000.00

$8,200.00 •
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leaving the sum of forty-seven thousand two hundred and

eighteen dollars and twenty-nine cents, ($47,218.29), which

it is recommended be raised by taxation for the present

year. If the State and County Tax are the same as last

year, the whole amount to be assessed, if these recom-

mendations are adopted, would be $60,027.22, or
?

$1,789.14 less than was voted last year, but $1,634.26 more

than was actually assessed. It is probable the State Tax

will be reduced enough, so that the rate of taxation need

not be greater than last year.

ALBEBT MASON, ]

WILLIAM H. NELSON,
|

Selectmen

HENEY WHITING, JE., [ of
LEM'L BBADFOBD,

|

Plymouth.
DAVID CLAEK, J

Plymouth, Mass., Feb. 14th, 1872.
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REPOET OF THE OYEESEEKS OF THE POOR,

The Overseers of the Poor make the following report

for the year 1871

:

The family at the Almshouse consists now of twenty-

eight persons : fifteen males and thirteen females. Aver-

age number, twenty-two.

Number of travellers and transient members, sixty-sixr

wdio have been supplied with food and lodgings, as their

circumstances required.

The house is in good repair, and well supplied with

everything necessary to make the inmates comfortable*

Some thirty-nine families in and out of Town have been

supplied with wood and provisions to satisfy their needs.

The appropriation for the coming year may safely be

reduced $1,000.

INSANE.

There are now five persons at Taunton and one at

"Worcester Hospitals, at an expense of $3.50 per weekr

clothing and breakage.

'The experiment recommended of fitting up rooms at the

nouse and removing the harmless insane, has proved suc-

cessful in every respect. There are now some four per-

sons of that class who are as well cared for as they possi -

bly can be, and at much less cost than formerly ; conse-

quently, the appropriation for this Department may be

r educed $500, as per Selectmen's Eeport.

JOHN H. HARLOW,
) n

LEM'L BRADFORD, [
uverleer9

WM. H. WHITMAN, j

0 ro0r '
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ABSTRACT OF TOWN RECORDS,—1871.

Plymouth Town Meeting, April 10, 1871.

Voted, That no burials shall be made on Burial Hill, ex-

cept in lots already laid out and enclosed.

Voted, That no new lots be permitted to be enclosed.

Plymouth Town Meeting, May 13, 1871.

Voted, That no burials be allowed in any place not

already appropriated, except by the written consent of

the Selectmen as a Board ; and any organization desiring

a lot of land in the new Burying Ground of the Town may

purchase and enclose the same, if not already appropri-

ated in whole or in part.

Voted, That no further burials be permitted on Burial

Hill, except that husband or wife may be buried by the

side of the deceased husband or wife already buried

thereon, and provided that this vote shall not apply to

family burials in lots already enclosed or distinctly marked

by well defined boundaries, and all previous votes incon-

sistent herewith are hereby annulled.

8
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KEPOET OF WATER COMMISSIONERS.

To the Selectmen cf the Town of Plymouth :

Gentlemen:—Tlie Water Commissioners submit the fol-

lowing as their Report for the year ending Dec. 31st,

1871:

There has been laid in Robinson Street the past year

263 feet galvanized pipe, at an expense of seventy-five and

14-100 dollars.

The expenses for labor, stock on repairs, and for water-

ing vessel have been three hundred eighteen and 66- 100

dollars.

The increase of Water Rents to new takers has been

two hundred forty and 37-100 dollars.

The condition of the Water Works is good, but the con-

nection between the two ponds is in a bad condition, and

it is absolutely necessary that a permanent connection

should be made, either by drain pipes or planking.

The Town having voted to extend the water pipes to

Chiltonville, and complaint coming from water takers on

high ground, seems to make it imperative that the con-

nections should be made permanent without delay.

Rtspectfully submitted,

ABBOT DREW, ) Water
LEM'L BRADFORD, ) Commissioners.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT.

To the Selectmen of the Town of Plymouth :

Gentlemen :—The following Report of the condition of

the Plymouth Fire Department, for the year 1871, would

respectfully present

:

There are belonging to the Department 141 men, viz :

Board of Engineers, 5 men.

Engine Co. No. 3, 30 "

" "4, 30 "

Steam Fire Engine No. 1, 30 "

Hook and Ladder Co., 16 "

Five Hose Companies, (six men each),. . . 30 "

and the Apparatus of said Department as follows

:

1 Steam Fire Engine,

4 Hand Engines,

10 Hose Carriages,

1 Hook and Ladder Carriage,

13 Ladders,

100 feet 2 \ in. Rubber Hose,—Good.

404 " " " Leather " —New.

1000 " 2 " Boyd's Patent Hose—Good.

200 " " " " " " —Old.

202 " " " Leather Hose,—Good.

1200 " 2 " " " —Poor.

The several companies are of able and willing men, and

the engines are in good working order.
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Five fires have occurred during the year, with sligh^

damage, except one on the 22d of March, about three

o'clock, A. M. This fire was discovered in the Hammer

Works of Blackmer <fc Manter, Market St. The Depart-

ment acted promptly, and succeeded in saving the main

part of the building, occupied by F. B. Cobb as a grain

store and mill, but in a damaged condition. That portion

occupied by Blackmer and Manter was entirely destroyed,

and the loss in stock and machinery, about $5,000

;

insurance, $2,000. The loss on building and Mr. Cobb's

stock was covered by insurance.

More hydrants and an addition of a few hundred feet of

good hose are wanted, as a large part of the hose now in

use is old and unreliable. A Hose Tower for drying hose

after use is much needed, and I think one such a necessity

for the better preservation of the hose, and also remedy-

ing present great inconvenience in their care.

I would recommend an appropriation of $2,800 for the

ensuing year as follows :

For Ordinary Expenses, $1,700.00

New Hose,.

Hydrants, .

.

Hose Tower. 300.00

500.00

300.00

P. C. CHANDLEE,

Chief of Plymouth Fire Departments

Plymouth, Jan, 1, 1872.
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REPORT OF PETROLEUM INSPECTOE.

To the Selectmen of the Town of Plymouth :

Gentlemen : The following Report of the Inspector

of Petroleum Oils for the year 1871, is respectfully sub-

mitted :

Probably not less than 350 bbls. of Petroleum Oil have

been retailed in the Town during the past year ; of which

-83 bis have been inspected in accordance with the Statute

law, as interpreted by the Town.

A. J. Atwo*od, F. H. Churchill, I. Brewster, and

O. T. Wood, (for Alms House, have each had

one barrel inspected, 4

TV. R. Drew, TVm. Barnes, C. C. Kerosene Stove

Co. and Samoset Mills, each 2, 8

A. J. Bradford has had 3

ThosLoring " '• 4

H. G. Vinal " " 9

B. C. Finney & Co. have had 12

Xi. Pratt <fc Co. and Geo. TV. Bramhall, each 14, . . 28

Allen Holmes, 15

83

There are not less than 32,—probably more,—who retail

Petroleum Oil in Town. Of this number there are but six

who comply with the law.

J. C. FULLER, Inspector.

Plymouth Jan. 1st, 1872.

P. S. Were this Report not addressed to the Hon.

33oard of Selectmen of the Town of Plymouth, I should

xespectfully call your attention to a Circular issued from

Selectmen's Office, bearing date July 29, 1871.

J. C. F.
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SINKING FUND OF PLYMOUTH WATER SCRIR

The undersigned, Trustees of said Fund, present to

the Town the following Report of their doings for the-

past year:

Amount of Sinking Fund as per last Report, . . 3,147 28

Received April 5, 1871, dividend of Old Colony

National Bank, 50 00-

Interest on 20 $100 Water Scrip Bonds,,

April 5, 60 00

from the town of Plymouth, Nov. 1, . . . 1,500 00

Dividend of Old Colony Bank, Dec. 1, 50 00

Interest on 20 $100 Water Scrip Bonds, 60 00

Interest on 15 $100 Water Scrip Bonds

one month, 7 50'

" Interest on deposit in Plymouth Savings

Bank to Jan. 1872, 18 89

$4,993 67

Invested as follows :

Thirty-five Bonds of $100 of Plymouth Water

Scrip, $3,480 39

Ten Shares in Old Colony National Bank, cost, 1,019 61

Deposited in Plymouth Savings Bank, 393 67

$4,893 67
Respectfully submitted,

ALLEN DANFORTH,
)

WM. T. DAVIS, V Trustees.

WILLIAM H. NELSON,
j

Plymouth, Feb. 1, 1872.
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MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN PLYMOUTH,

1871.

January 1. Samuel R. Ford and Clara L. Taylor, both of

Kingston.

2r Thomas G. Savery and Laura A. Pierce, both

of Plymouth.

" 11. David 'Seavey and Hariiet E. Woodward, both,

of Plymouth.

" 11. Isaac T. Maddox and Caroline Custillon, both

of Plymouth.

" 11. Joseph B. Shaw and Mary B. Dickson, both

of Plymouth.

" 12. Adelbert C. Finney and Harriet J. Bartlett„

both of Plymouth.

" 25. William Allen and Rosamond D. Ryder, botk

of Plymouth.

February 5. Elias T. Beuson and Mary L. Bobbins, both

of Plymouth.

" 19. William E. Hunt of Abington and Harriet E*

Fowler of Plymouth.

March 3. Charles Martin and Charlotte A. Gould, both

of Plymouth.

6. Pascal White and Sarah A. Sears, both of

Plymouth.

" 12. George W. Bartlett and Flora A. Holme s

both of Plymouth.

" 16. John F. Staff and Susan Pugh, both of Ply-

mouth.
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March 18. E. Winslow Bradford of Plymouth and Betsey

C. Everett of E. I.

" 21. John H. Parsons and Sarah A. Burns, both

of Plymouth.

" 22. Nathaniel B. Pratt and Annie E. Hall, both

of Plymouth.

April 6. William L. Tillson of Halifax and Ellen F.

Hedge of Plymouth.

6. Charles H. Holmes of Plymouth and Lydia

Noyes of Roxbury.

" 12. Benjamin L. Bramhall and Julia E. Lewis,

both of Plymouth.

13. William G. Felton and Addie A. Sears, both

of Plymouth.

" 13. Oliver C. DeLuce of Boston and Amelia A.

Finney of Plymouth.

** 20. Lewis Gould and Lydia Brewster, both of

Plymouth.

" 24. Benjamin F. Lswis and Sarah E. Pierce, both

of Lynn.

May 1. Reuben H. Leach and Susan A. Howland,

both of Plymouth.

" 1." Alexander J. Bartlett of Taunton and Esther

L. Savery of Plymouth.

" 7. Everett T. Lincoln of Middleboro' and Lizzie

WT
. Bartlett of Plymouth.

" 9. William H. Clark and Emma Whiting, both

of Plymouth.

June 1. Bartlett Sears and Augusta King, both of

Plymouth. Married in Boston.
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June 7. Henry S. Lamed of New York and Emma F.

Clrarchill, of Plymouth.

" 8. Henry Gardner and Mary Connel, both of

Plymouth.

'" 13. Horatio N. Sears and Margaret Kenney, both

of Plymouth.

" 13. Ezra Shaw and Martha Cavinough, both of

Plymouth.

Julyj^S. K. Watson King of Plymouth and Eva S.

Simmons of Duxbury.

August \o. Herbert H. Hayden of Fall Kiver and Eosa

C. Shaw of Carver.

" 13.' Benjamin H. Savery of Carver and Harriet L.

Holmes of Plymouth.

" 18. Lewis TV
T

. Doten of Kingston and Lucy S*

Holmes of Plymouth.

Sept. 4. Ozin Bates and Abbie H. Churchill, both of

Plymouth.

4C 9. Joseph P. Weston and Kate M. Gardner, both

of Plymouth.

10. Patrick Taylor and Sarah J. Thrasher, both

of Plymouth.

V 14. Perez T. Shurileff of Carver and Bessie S.

Shaw, both of Plymouth.

*' 16. Edwin N. Stranger of Kingston and Lizzie S.

Hedge of Plymouth.

21. $L P. Nutter of JR. I. and M. Louisa Smith of

Braintree.

" 23. B. Clark Ellis and Eosa F. Smith, both of

Plymouth.
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Sept. 30. Edmund Frier and Joannah O'Brien, both of

Plymouth.

Octo. 11. William Hedge of Boston and Catherine

Russell of Plymouth.

" 19. John Ives and Annie McGuire, both of Ply-

mouth.

" 25. Ezra W. Taylor and Ruth S. Thomas, both

of Plymouth.

" 26. Samuel P. Gates of Bridgewater and Marcia

E. Jackson of Plymouth.

" 29. Alfred P. Weston and Mary E. Finney, both

of Plymouth.

Novem. 4. Charles Brogan and Bridget Dolon, both of

Plymouth.

" 5. James Donley and Mary Walsh, both of Ply-

mouth.

" 7. Charles Wilhelm and Kate Coose, both of

Plymouth.

" 12. David S. Tillson of Carver and Mary E. Aus-

tin of Plymouth.

" 19. Walter H. Kendrick and Elizabeth C. Shurt-

leif, both of Plymouth.

" 22. William A. Munroe and Sarah D. Whiting,

both of Cambridge.

" 29. Lysander W. Hayward of Halifax and Geor-

geanna Washburn of Kingston.

" 30. Lemuel Raymond, Jr. and Lizzie A. Lashure^

both of Plymouth.

" 30. Henry Telling and Abby Jane Eddy, both of

Plymouth,
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Nov. 30. Austin Brans of Boston and Lucy M. Holmes..,

both of Plymouth.

Decern. 2. Martin J. Hunting and Sophia J. Chase, both,

of Plymouth.

" 10. Albert M. Bramhall and Mary A. Gooding-,

both of Plymouth.

" 14. Charles E. Caswell and Ella S. Stillman, both*

of Plymouth.

21. James C. Bates and Hattie E. Gooding, both

of Plymouth.

" 21... William H. Pierce of Lynn and Sarah S. El-

lis of Plymouth.

" 24. Solomon M. Holmes and Kebecea F. Samp-

son, both of Plymouth.

" 30v. William Nickerson and Betsey Rogers, both

of Plymouth.

" 31. Stephen Doten Jr. [ltd J. CufcliEaBt

both of Plymouth.
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BIRTHS.

Whole number of Births, 154

Males, 70

Females, 84

— 154

DEATHS.

Whole number of Deaths registered for the year, 1871, 124

Males, 59

Females, 65
— 124

Under 5 years, 36

From 5 to 10 " 5

" 10 to 20 " 5

" 20 to 30 " 16

" 30 to 40 " 4

" 40 to 50 " 7

" 50 to 60 " 8

" 60 to 70 " 8

" 70 to 80 " 21

" 80 to 90 " 11

Over 90 " 3
— 124
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TOWN OFFICERS.

Selectman—Albert Mason, Lemuel Bradford, Henry

"Whiting, Jr., William H. Nelson, David Clark.
*'

'

'

Town Clerk—Leander Lovell.

Toiun Treasurer—James Cox.

Collector of Tax—Lemuel Bradford.

Assessors—John Harlow, John Perkins, Samuel Shaw,

Overseers of the Poor—John H. Harlow, Lemuel Brad-
ford, Wm. H. Whitman, Leavitt T. Bobbins.

Sexton—Clement Bates.

Water Commissioners—Lemuel Bradford, Abbot Drew.

School Committee — Benj. A. Hathaway, George A.
Tewksbury, term expires 1874 ; Wm. H. Whitman, Charles
Burton, term expires 1873 ; Albert Mason, Lemuel Brad-
ford, 2d ; term expires 1872.

Superintendent of Schools—Charles Burton.

Agawam Fishery Committee—John Atwood, Stephen.
Pember, Augustus H. Bobbins.

Constables—John Perkins, Barnabas Hedge, Harvey W*
Weston, Stephen Pember, Augustus H. Bobbins.

Board of Health—Barnabas H. Holmes, Barnabas.
Hedge, John Atwood, Amos H. Locke, Allen Bradford.

Surveyors of Highways—Elisha Nelson, Joseph F.
Towns, Samuel Cole, Winslow Rickard, Stephen Doten,
Lewis W. Thrasher, Horatio Wright, David Clark, Gus-
tavus G. Sampson, Thomas Pierce, Alanson Thomas, Isaac
N. Barrows.

Buried Hill Committee—Warren S. Macomber, Charles
Raymond, James B. Collingwood.

Truant Committee—John Perkins, Josiah D. Baxter.
James B. Collingwood.

4
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Surveyors of Lumber—George H. Jackson, Nathaniel
Brown, Leavitt T. Bobbins, Jr.

Inspector and Sealer of Leather—John Churchill.

Sealer of Weights and Measures—Horace C. Whitten.

Committee on Plymouth Beach—Thomas B. Sears,

Henry Whiting, Charles Burton, Josiah D. Baxter.

Field Drivers and Fence Viewers—Joseph F. Towns,
Nathan B. Perry, Samuel Cole, Lewis W. Thrasher, Ezra
Finney, Hosea C. Bartlett, Lewis S. Wadsworth, Solomon
Sylvester, Stephen Doten, Ed. D. Clark.

Pound Keepers. At Almshouse—Oliver T. Wood ; at

Chiltonville—Galen K. Holmes ; at M. Ponds—Hosea C.

Bartlett.

Superintendent of Water Works—Abbot Drew.

Committee on Fire in the Woods—Franklin B. Cobb,
Henry Whiting, Jr., Alanson Thomas, William T. Davis,
Gustavus G. Sampson, Thomas Pierce, Horatio Wright,
Isaac N. Barrows, Otis W. Burgess, Truman Sampson,
Barnabas Hedge, Henry Whiting, Leavitt T. Bobbins, Jr.,

Ezra Finney, Geo. W. Cobb, James Hall, Aaron Sampson.

Committee on Shell Fish—Josiah D. Baxter, Barnabas
Hedge, John T. Hall.

Liquor Agent—Josiah C. Fuller.

Board of Engineers—Peleg C. Chandler, Kichard W.
Bagnell, Henry Whiting, Jr., Wait Wadsworth, Charles B.

Stoddard.

Number of Polls—1,443.

Tax on Polls—$2.00.

Pvate of Taxation

—

121
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Valuation—Keal Estate, $2,024,450.

Personal " $1,199,350.

Total Real and Personal Estate, $3,223,800.



51

TOWN MEETING.

Plymouth 'ss.

to eithek of the constables of plymouth, in the

County of Plymouth and Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts :

Greeting :

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby

required to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town

of Plymouth qualified to vote in Town affairs, to meet at

Davis Hall, in said Plymouth, on MONDAY, the Fourth

Day of March next, at nine o'clock in the forenoon, to

act on the following articles, to wit

:

1st. To choose a Moderator.

2d. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensu-
ing year.

3d. To hear the report of the Selectmen and other offi-

cers and committees of the Town and act thereon.

4th. To determine the number of Water Commission-
ers for the ensuing year and choose the same.

5th. To revise and accept a list of Jurors prepared by
the Selectmen.

6th. To see if the Town will authorize the Treasurer,
under the direction of the Selectmen, to borrow money
in anticipation of taxes, and for disbursement under the
laws relating to State aid, and to defray the expenses of

the Town after January 1st, 1873.

7th. To appropriate such sums of money as may be
necessary to defray the expenses of the Town for the cur-
rent year, and to raise the same.

Pf VR^fij^ ni in, f0 .
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8th. To see if the Town will authorize the sale of the
Second Primary School House and the Lot on which the
same stands at Manomet.

9th. To see if the Town will instruct the Selectmen!
in relation to the extension of water pipes to Chiltonville,,

and to take any other action in relation to such extension,

that the Town may deem expedient.

J Oth. To see if the Town will accept the provisions of

the one hundred and fifty-eight chapter oi the acts of 1871^
entitled "an act to provide for the election of road com-
missioners."

11th. To see if the Town will extend the grant of her-

ring rights in Town Brook and Eel River made to Messrs.

Hadaway and Holmes.

And you are further directed to serve this Warrant

in the manner prescribed by a vote of the Town, and make

due return hereof, with your doings thereon, at the time

and place above mentioned.

Given under our hands this eighth day of February^

in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and

seventy-two.

ALBERT MASON, ]

WILLIAM H. NELSON,
|

Selectmen

HENRY WHITING, JR., [ of

LEM'L BRADFORD,
|

Plymouth..

DAYID CLARK, J


