
9SENATE No. 5.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In accordance with legal provisions, the Cattle Commis-

sioners submit their annual report.
During the past year the domestic animals of the State

have been exempt from any prevailing contagious or
epidemic disease, and our duties have been confined to the
extermination of sporadic cases and prevention of their public
contact. Success has crowned the labors of our people who
are engaged in the business of rearing and caring for all
classes of animals and their products, though the beef market
and that of beeves for fattening has not been very remu-
nerative. Boards of health and private individuals have
with great frequency notified us of suspected cases of con-
tagious pleuro-pneumonia. These notices are from all parts
of the State, but the greater number are from Worcester
and the counties east, indicating that pulmonary trouble of
some kind is more prevalent there, or that stock owner’s are
more alert in its detections.

Most of the cases have been where but a single animal in
a herd was affected, a very few were where suspicion had
fallen upon a number in the same herd, and supposed cases
of death from this cause had been reported. It should
perhaps be said that a certain form of pulmonary trouble is
not uncommon among our neat stock, but in its virulence,
rapidity of propagation and development, and in its results
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on a single animal or a herd, it is unlike and less to be feared
than contagious pleuro-pneumonia. So far as the Commis-
sioners know, there has been but one case of this disease
in the State since 1864, and if we ever have it again it will
not be it cannot be by spontaneous generation, but by
actual contact of our stock with animals infected with it,
which have come to us from abroad, or from some section of
our own country where it exists, though more or less con-
cealed from public knowledge. The great trend of cattle
movement is along the different trunk railway lines from the
west to the Atlantic sea-boai-d, and there will be danger of
its appearance here so long as it exists anywhere in the
middle states or at the west. It has been our endeavor to
avoid this danger by quarantine regulations, and arrange-
ments made with the U. S. Department of Animal Industry,
that all animals coming to us from areas of infection, shall be
inspected by the veterinary officers of the department, and
a permit for transportation given only to such as can receive
a clean bill of health. We would not utter a word to
encourage our stock owners or boards of health to relax
their vigilance in relation to the health of their herds, but if
they would bear in mind the facts here stated, they would
see there is no occasion for serious alarm in the many cases
to which our attention is called. If the trouble complained
of is among their home stock, and they have not been in
contact with fresh arrivals from Europe or the west, it can-
not be contagious pleuro-pneumonia. Such cases are doubt-
less pulmonary tuberculosis, a destroying disease and one to
be avoided if possible, but which is of minor importance
when compared with the first named.

The attention of our farmers and of those who consume
our stock products, has been called to this disease in several
of our former reports. In our last, Doctor Winchester, who
was then the veterinarian of the board, treated of it in an
exhaustive manner, giving a minute description of all its
lesions, to what extent it was contagious, and its mode of
propagation, the danger to humans of consuming the milk or
flesh, however slightly the animal might be infested by it,
the methods to be pursued to avoid or mitigate this danger,
and indicating the methods by which it might be eradicated
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or its prevalence materially diminished. All seekers after
detailed information respecting it are referred to that report
Should this disease materially increase in those sections of
the State where milk is produced for town and city market
as a measure to guard the public health it may become the
duty of the commissioners or of local boards of health, to
cause the inspection of herds producing market milk, and
the removal therefrom of all animals exhibiting the slightest
symptoms of this disease. During the year, cattle com-
mission and veterinarians at the west, have called the atten
tion of the board to the existence there of a contagious

lisease technically known as Actinomycosis or Lumpy Jaw
The disease is comparatively new in this country, and as it
spreads rapidly, is much to be feared, though not so fatal
and destructive as diseases of the pulmonary organs On

the 7th of March, a communication was received conveyin

the information that a car-load of cattle infected by it, and in
which were several advanced cases, had been shipped to the
east, and, as was believed, to our State. The information wa
from such a source that it appeared to be our duty to guard
against the danger by seizure and quarantine when the

But we failed to find them,
that their owners learned that
them, and their final destina-
r market. There is no doubt

animals reached our territory,
and it is more than probable
their reputation had preceded
tion was changed to some othe
about the character of the disc
cattle in some sections of the
fulness by our stock-owners
appeai’ance in our State.

ise and its prevalence among
west, and the need of watch-
and officials to prevent its

Early in July western officials notified us that Texan cat-
tle, direct from the plains, were being transported in large
numbers by the usual channels of transit to the eastern sea-
board, and were leaving a trail of Spanish fever along their
routes of travel, to avoid which we must be on our guard.
Therefore orders were immediately issued to all our railroad
officials whose lines had western connections and which were
used in transporting western products, to stop all such cattle
when they reached our soil within the State lines. This
resulted in preventing their appearance here, and we escaped
losses from which some of the states suffered.
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As in former years the only contagious disease which has

appeared among this class of our animals has been glanders,
and the number infected by it which have been destroyed by
our order has been fifty-seven, which is fourteen less than
the previous year. There have been cases of suspects and
others of actual disease which have come to our knowledge.
Some of our citizens (as all should) have a great dread of
this disease as a source of danger to themselves, and when
informed by a competent veterinarian that they have an
animal infected by it, they cause it to be killed at once and
their premises to be disinfected, without notifying their
Board of Health as the law requires, and for not doing
which it provides a penalty. As the purpose of the law is
attained by such a course of action, and more quickly than
it could be by notification and the action of the Board of
Health and the commissioners, no legal complaints have
been made. Yet such a course cannot be recommended or
approved, though pursued by those who from principle are
law abiding, and desire to see the object secured for which
the law is enacted. But all are not thus loyal and kindly
disposed. Some of our citizens possessing animals which
for good reasons have fallen under suspicion, neither cause
them to be killed or notify their local officials, but “shove
them,” and we have reason to believe there have been cases
where such acts have been aided or encouraged by members
of the veterinary profession. In combating this disease, the
course which is the best for the whole community, which in
the long run will be most successful, is that which will be in
harmony with the letter as well as the spirit of the law. Wo
usually find this disease in sporadix form, but nearly every
year meet with what might bo called centres of infection
because of their greater frequency. The present year such
centre has been in Fall River and its vicinity, but at the
present writing the disease there appears to be subdued.

Early in the year letters from Illinois informed us that
one hundred mares, which were supposed to be infected with
a contagious disease technically known as Maladie du Coit,
had been shipped to Massachusetts for sale, and warning us
against them. If the animals came here we have been unable
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to find them as shipped, or with certainty a single animal of
the lot. In all essential particulars lesions of this disease
are like venereal diseases in humans and perpetuated in the
same way. The history of the disease indicates that first
and last it has caused much suffering and inflicted great
pecuniary loss, in which some of the Western States have
been involved. But efforts for its eradication are now being
made there with good prospect of success. Several sus-
pected cases of this disease were, found in Essex County by
the veterinary member of our board, which were examined
and placed under surveillance; but the lesions, though
somewhat similar, did not develop in typical form, and the
watch was withdrawn. To this date it is believed that not a
case of the kind has occurred in this State, but our com-
merce in horses with all parts of the country is so unre-
stricted that horse breeders need be cautious in selecting

both sires and dams, which in this respect are in perfect
health.

There has been less disease among our swine the present
year, than in previous years of recent date, or else our local
officials have been less faithful in reporting their cases.
There has doubtless been cases of Hog Cholera and derived
from the usual source of swill containing the germ of the
disease from western cholera pork, but the tendency on the
part of swine owners has been to give that name to every
disease to which this class of our animals are subject. The
regulations made by the board to prevent the spread of this
disease were given in full in our last annual report. They
have been kept in force until the present time, and we are
satisfied that the prevalence of the disease has not been
increased by their enforcement, that substantial justice has
been received by our swine owners, and the State saved
from much expense which could not be made effective to
decrease or exterminate the malady.

LEVI STOCKBRIDGI
A. W. CHEEVER

O. B. HADWEN
Cattle Comm
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