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The committee on Cities, to whom was referred
petitions ot James F. Hayes and others, that the town
West Springfield be annexed to the city of Springfie
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EDWIN D. METCALF
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[ Feb.2 SPRINGFIELD,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety

AN ACT
An Act to unite the City of Springfield and the town

of West Springfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows;

1 Section 1. All the territory now comprised
2 within the limits of the town of West Springfield,
3 in the county of Hampden, with the inhabitants
4 and estates therein, is hereby annexed to and
5 made a part of the city of Springfield, in said
6 county.

7 Provided, however, that until constitutionally
8 and legally changed said territory, for the purpose
9 of electing state senator and representatives, shall

10 continue to belong to the respective districts of
11 which it now legally is a part.
12 All the duties now required by law to be per-
-13 formed by the selectmen and town clerk of the

Commomuealtl) of ittassacljuectts.
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14 town of West Springfield, or either of them
15 pertaining to the election of said state senator
16 and representatives, shall, in like manner, devolve
17 upon and be performed by the mayor and board
18 of aldermen and city clerk of the city of Spring-

-19 field, respectively, as provided by law, for such
20 elections in said city. Ward and precinct officers
21 of the ward created out of said territory, as

22 hereinafter provided, shall be appointed, have like
23 duties and perform them in like manner as similar
24 officers of other wards and precincts in said city.
25 The precincts now established in said town shall
26 remain the same until alteration of the ward limits
27 of said city provided by law.

1 Sect. 2. All the public property of the said
2 town of West Springfield shall be vested in and
3 is hereby declared to be the property of the city
4 of Springfield; and said city of Springfield shall
5 succeed to all the rights, claims, causes of action,
6 rights to uncollected taxes, liens, uses, trusts,
7 duties, privileges and immunities of said town of
8 West Springfield.
9 All powers conferred upon the selectmen by

10 the provisions of section three of chapter four of
11 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
-12 eight, shall be exercised by the board of mayor
13 and aldermen of the city of Springfield, and the
14 provisions of said act shall continue in force.
15 The town treasurer of the town of West Spring-
-16 field shall, on or before the second Monday of Jan-
-17 nary in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one,
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18 under the direction of the selectmen of said town
of West Springfield (who shall for this purpose
and for all other purposes needful to carry into
full effect the provisions of this act, continue to
hold their offices over), transfer, deliver, pay over
and account for, to the city treasurer of the city
of Springfield, all books, moneys and other prop-
erty in his possession as town treasurer of said
town of West Springfield, when this act shall
take effect; and the city of Springfield shall
become liable for and subject to all the debts,
obligations, duties, responsibilities and liabilities
of said town of West Springfield: provided , that
if this act is accepted no debt shall be contracted
nor expenses made except for ordinary expendi-
tures of said town. All actions and causes of
action which may be pending or which may have
accrued at the time this act shall take effect in
behalf of or against the town of West Spring-
field shall survive, and may be prosecuted to final
judgment and execution in behalf of or against
the city of Springfield. The city of Springfield
may take the property of the West Springfield
Aqueduct Company in accordance with the pro-
visions of section seven of chapter one hundred
and thirty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and seventy-five: provided , however, that
until it shall so take said property it shall not,
unless hereafter duly authorized by the general
court, supply the territory above described, or
any portion of lhe same, with water by connec-
tion with, or extension of, its present system.
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1 Sect. 3. Said territory shall constitute a ward
2 of the city of Springfield, to be called ward nine,
3 and shall so remain until the alteration of the ward
4 limits of said eity provided by law, and the ward
5 so established shall be entitled to all the munici-
-6 pal, ward and precinct officers to which each of
7 the other wards and precincts of said city are
8 entitled.

1 Sect. 4. Trustees shall continue to manage
2 all school and poor funds of said town, and shall
3 disburse the income thereof for the benefit of the
4 territory embraced within its limits according to
5 the terms of their respective trusts.

1 Sect. 5. The territory so transferred and the
2 inhabitants thereof and their estates shall be liable
3 for all taxes already assessed and not paid, and
4 also all town, county and state taxes that may be
5 hereafter assessed on them by said town of West
6 Springfield and before this act shall take effect,
7 in the same manner as they would have been
8 liable if this act had not been passed, and the
9 town treasurer and collector of said town of

10 West Springfield are hereby authorized to collect
11 the same in the manner provided by law after this
12 act shall take effect.

1 Sect. 6. If this act shall be accepted as here-
-2 inafter provided, said territory shall after the fifth
3 day of November, in the year eighteen hundred
4 and ninety, constitute a ward of the city of
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5 Springfield, to be called ward nine, for all the
6 purposes mentioned in this section and the follow-
-7 ing section of this act. The legal voters of said
8 ward nine shall meet in their several voting pre-
-9 cincts on the same day in said year, and in the

10 same manner as voters of other wards of said
11 city of Springfield who meet for a like purpose,
12 and bring in their ballots for the several municipal
13 officers for the ensuing year for whom they are
14 entited to vote by virtue of the provisions of this
15 act. Lists of voters shall be made, and posted,
16 and the meetings shall be called, notified and
17 warned; and all other things done as provided by
18 law for other wards of said city in municipal
19 elections. And the legal voters of said town
20 shall have the same right to vote in said election,
21 as if said territory had been a part of said city
22 for more than six months proceeding said election.

1 Sect. 7. After the present municipal year the
2 board of aldermen of said city shall consist of
3 nine members. The common council of said city
4 shall consist of twenty-one members. The nura-
-5 ber of the school committee shall be increased'by
6 one member elected from said ward nine.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 impair the obligation of contracts. All franchises
3 and vested rights granted by the town of West
4 Springfield shall remain in full force and operative
5 as though granted by and for the city of Spring-
-6 field.
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1 Sect. 9. The several police officers, fire engin-
-2 eers and firemen who shall be serving the said
8 town when this act shall take effect, shall
4 thereafter continue in the discharge of their
5 respective duties as officers and serve said city
6 until others are appointed in their places.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall not take full effect
2 until accepted by a majority of the legal voters of
3 said city of Springfield, present and voting by
4 ballot at meetings which shall be held in the sev-
-5 eral precincts of said city. And also by a major-
-6 ity of the legal voters of the town of West
7 Springfield, present and voting thereon at meet-
-8 ings which shall be held in the several precincts
9 of said town. All said meetings shall be held on

10 the third Tuesday of June in the year eighteen
11 hundred and ninety, and upon notice given at
12 least seven days before the time of meeting; and
13 the polls shall be opened at nine o’clock in the
14 forenoon and close at six o’clock in the afternoon
15 of said day. In case of the absence of any pre-
-16 cinct officer at any precinct meeting in said city
17 or town held for the purpose aforesaid, a
18 like officer may be chosen pro tempore by hand
19 vote, and shall be duly qualified, and shall
20 have all the powers, and be subject to
21 all the duties of the regular officer of
22 said meeting. Said ballot shall be “Yes” or
23 “Ao” in answer to the question, “Shall an act
24 passed by the legislature of the Commonwealth
25 of Massachusetts, in the year eighteen hundred
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26 and ninety, entitled, ‘an act to unite the city of
Springfield and the town of West Springfield,’
be accepted?” Said meeting in said town shall
be called, notified and warned by the selectmen in
the same manner in which meetings for the elec-
tion of town officers in said town are called,
notified and warned, except that the places of
meeting shall be polling places in the precincts to
which the voters respectively belong.
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shall be called, notified and warned by the mayor
and board of aldermen of said city in the same

manner in which meetings for the election of
municipal officers in said city are called, notified
and warned.
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The ballots given in are to be assorted, counted
and declared in the several precinct meetings of
said city and said town in open meeting, and
records made thereof.
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The clerk of each precinct in the city of Spring-
field shall make return of all ballots given in his
precinct, and the number of ballots in favor of
the acceptance of this act, and the number of bal-
lots against said acceptance, to the board of aider-
men of said city.
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Said returns to be made within forty-eight hours
of the close of the polls. It shall he the duty of
the city clerk of said city to certify as soon as may
be the ballot cast in said city, and the number of
ballots cast in favor of the acceptance of this act,
and the number of ballots cast against said accept-
ance, in said city, to the secretary of the Com-
monwealth.
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59 The clerk in each precinct in the town of West
60 Springfield shall make return of all ballots given
61 in his precinct, and the number of ballots in favor
62 of the acceptance of this act, and the number of
63 ballots against said acceptance, to the selectmen
64 of said town. Said returns to be made within
65 forty-eight hours of the close of the polls.
66 The selectmen and town clerk of said town
67 shall, as soon as may be, make a like return of
68 the ballots cast in said town, and the number of
69 ballots cast in favor of acceptance of this act,
70 and the number of ballots cast against said accept-
-71 ailce in said town, to the secretary of the Com-
-72 monwealth. The secretary of the Commonwealth
73 shall keep a record of the returns, and if it shall
74 appear that a majority of the votes cast in the
75 city of Springfield, and a majority of the votes
76 cast in said town, respectively, is in favor of the
rrrr , . p it- , . i

•

i . in77 acceptance of this act, the said secretary shall
78 immediately issue his certificate declaring this
79 act to have been duly accepted.

1 Sect. 11. So much of this act as authorizes
2 and directs the submission of the question of
3 acceptance of this act to the legal voters of said
4 city and said town, respectively, provided for in
5 the eleventh section of this act shall take effect
6 upon its passage.

1 Sect. 12. If this act shall be accepted as
2 herein provided, it shall take effect on the fifth
3 day of November in the year eighteen hundred
4 and ninety, so far as to authorize, legalize and
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5 carry into effect the act and provisions of the
6 seventh and eighth sections of this act; but for
7 all other purposes (except as mentioned in sec-
-8 tion twelve of this act) it shall take effect on the
9 first Monday of January in the year eighteen

10 hundred and ninety-one.

1 Sect. 13. If any election or balloting upon
2 the question of the acceptance of this act by
8 either said city or said town, shall within sixty
4 days thereafter be declared void by the Supreme
5 Judicial Court, upon summary proceedings,
6 which may be had in any county, on the petition
7 of fifty voters of either said town or said city, the
8 question of accepting said act shall be again sub-
-9 mitted to the legal voters of said city or said

10 town, and a meeting therefor, shall within thirty
11 days thereafter be called, held and conducted,
12 and the votes returned and other proceedings had
13 thereon, in like manner as hereinbefore provided.
14 But no election shall be held void for informality
15 in calling, holding or conducting the election, or
16 returning the votes or otherwise, except upon
17 proceedings instituted therefor, and determined
18 within sixty days thereafter as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 14. The present county commissioner
2 for the county of Hampden residing in said West
3 Springfield shall continue to exercise the duties
4 of his office, until the expiration of the term of
5 office to which he is elected, the same as if this
6 act had not been passed.






