
BENATE No. 85.

Senate, March 6, 1890.

We, the undersigned, cannot agree with the report of the
majority of the committee on Towns, and the following are a
few of the many reasons which lead us to dissent from that
report.

The proposed division of Beverly is a manifest injustice
because the line is so drawn that it gives to the proposed
town a valuation of $5,891,300 for a population of 957 with
only 130 school children and an expense for the poor of only
$7 a year, and 13 miles of road ; while it leaves the old
town of Beverly with over 8,000 population, with 1,639
school children, 47 miles of road, two bridges, and an ex-
pense of over $lO,OOO a year for poor with a valuation of
only $7,716,675.

The result of this movement, if successful, will be to raise
the rate of taxation in the old town and reduce it in the pro-
posed town. There are many towns in the state containing
districts occupied by men of wealth, which pay into the town
treasury a larger amount of money than is expended on the
section in which it is raised, but wo do not consider this a
valid reason why the inhabitants of such districts should be
separated from the old town, thereby increasing the burdens
of the old town while their own are reduced.
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Should this petition be granted, similar petitions from
other districts will be sent to succeeding legislatures. There
are but 90 towns in the state which contain only one village
with a single post-office, while over 200 towns have out-
lying villages, and have geographically as much reason for
division as Beverly; indeed, much more reason since over
246 towns in the state contain more territory than Beverly,
while only 76 contain le

The chief reason for the division is a desire to incorporate
a town which will not assume its just share of the public
burdens and where men of large wealth may escape their
proper share of taxation

Beverly has a large manufacturing population, many of
whom have built up small homes by industry and frugality
(some of them mortgaged) and the owners of such homes
are the ones who will be seriously burdened by any increase
in taxation. There are 1,500 taxpayers in Beverly who are
taxed for an average of under 4,000 apiece.

Beverly Farms, if incorporated, would not be like other-
towns, owned by its own inhabitants who make a living
upon its territory by agriculture or mechanical pursuits ; 94
per cent, of its valuation and 80 per cent, of its territory is
owned by persons who are not now living there. Some of
them live in old Beverly ; others are now living in Boston
and its suburbs. Their children do not attend its schools,
nor will any of their families become dependent upon the
town for support.

Since the division movement began personal property to
the amount of over $2,300,000 which was taxable in Beverly
has been discovered and taxed and over $2,100,000 of this
amount has been converted or moved away. Thus $41,000
of income a year has been taken away from the proposed
town and the inequality of the division made less apparent.

Probably all of this personal property would be moved
back again with much more in addition should the division
be granted.

Complaint has been made of the valuation. The evidence
Rows that the valuations were based upon bona fide sales in

the neighborhood and that much of the shore property was
assessed loss than two-thirds of the price paid. It seems to
us that the valuation was most conservatively made.
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In old Beverly over ninety sales were shown with valua-
tions on the same property and in a great many instances
the assessments were actually above the sales, while in the
proposed town there were forty sales shown and in only two
instances was the price paid less than the assessment, while
some were sold for twice the valuation.

Appraisals were also shown made on six estates in the
proposed town which are on tile in the probate court made
by eighteen different men, none of them citizens of Beverly
and they sustained the assessments. In one case the appraisal
was more than twice the assessment.

If the valuation is excessive a remedy is provided by an
application for abatement and an appeal to the county
commissioners if it is refused. In one year thirty-eight
applications for abatement were made by Farms people and
thirty-seven were granted, and the other has been passed
upon once by the county commissioners who sustained the
assessment and is now again on trial before them.

The very gentlemen who have been so active in seeking
the incorporation of Beverly Farms have themselves fur-
nished strong evidence that such an unequal division would
be contrary to the principles of justice and the interests of
the state. In 1859 when the town of Belmont was created
from the outskirts of Waltham, Watertown and West Cam-
bridge, Mr. Thornton K. Lothrop, as a member of the
House from Boston, protested against the incorporation of
that town on the ground “ that it left Watertown with a
population comparatively poor, while the new town would
be composed of merchant princes doing business in Boston.”
Mr. Martin Brimmer, chairman of the Beverly Farms com-
mittee, was also a member of the House from Boston and
joined Mr. Lothrop in his opposition to the bill. Thus
these gentlemen as legislators, when their own interests were
not at stake, opposed as an injustice even the creation of
Belmont, although it gave to the new town less than $2 per
capita for $1 it left in the old, and supported the report of
the minority of the committee which declared it a “ viola-
tion of the principle of equality of rights, burdens and
advantages.”

How much more should we their successors refuse our
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assent to the incorporation of Beverly Farms giving $7 per
poll to the new town to $1 in the old.

We believe such a division would be a dangerous prece-
dent to the state as well as unjust to Beverly and cannot as
legislators endorse any such attempt to legalize inequality of
public burdens.

OSCAR ELY,
Of the Senate.

CHAS. VY. FLINT,
Of the House .


