
SENATE No. 266.

Senate, April 24, 1890.

The committee on Public Service, to whom was referred
so much of the annual report of Treasurer and Receiver-
General as refers to the office of deputy sealer of weights
and measures, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

J. F. DWINELL.

Senate, May 27, 1890.

The committee on the Treasury, to whom was committed
the Bill relative to standard weights, measures and balances,
and the deputy sealer of weights and measures, report that
the same ought to pass.

For the Committee,

EDWIN BAKER.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety.

AN ACT
Relative to Standard Weights, Measures and Bal-

ances, and the Deputy Sealer of Weights and
Measures.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it ■tie

In General Court assembled.
Mme, as folk

1 Section 1. The standard weights, measures
2 and balances which shall be kept by the counties,
3 cities and towns of the Commonwealth, except as
4 hereinafter provided, shall be the following:
5 A set of avoirdupois-weights, consisting of fifty,
G twenty-five, twenty, ten, five, four, two and one
7 pounds; and eight, four, two, one, one-half, one-
-8 fourth, one-eighth and one-sixteenth ounces.
9 One balance.
0 A set of dry measures, consisting of one half-
-1 bushel, one eight-quart, one four-quart, one two-
-2 quart and one one-quart measures.

1
1
1
.3 A set of liquid measures, consisting of one wine1

i by tl
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14 gallon, one wine half-gallon, one wine quart, one
15 wine pint, one wine half-pint and one wine gill.
16 One yard measure.

1 Sect. 2. In addition to the standards men-
-2 tioned above, each shire town, and each city not
3 a shire town, shall keep the metre and kilogram,
4 and also such standard troy-weights as the
5 treasurer and receiver-general may designate.
6 And all persons selling anything by troy-weight
7 shall have their weights and balances which are

8 used for this purpose duly tested and sealed by
9 an authorized sealer having the proper standards.

1 Sect. 3. Any county, city or town which has
2 not received from the Commonwealth a complete
3 set of the standard weights, measures and bal-
-4 ances, as provided in section one, shall at once
5 make application to the treasurer and receiver-
-6 general for the weights, measures and balances
7 which such county, city or town has not received,
8 and the same shall be furnished to such county,
9 city or town at the expense of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 4. Every county, city and town treas-
-2 urer shall, within two months after the passage of
3 this act, send to the treasurer and receiver-gen-
-4 eral a complete schedule of the standard weights,
5 measures and balances in his possession, together
6 with a statement of the condition of the same, and
7 the date when the same were last tested and
8 sealed by the state deputy sealer; and also a list
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9 of the weights, measures and balances necessary

10 to make the complete set required by section one,
11 specifying any which the city or town has never
12 received. And as soon as practicable after re-
-13 ceiving such report, the treasurer and receiver-
-14 general shall furnish to such citv or town the
15 weights, measures and balances necessary to com-

-16 plete the set, charging to the city or town the
17 cost of those of which it has before received
18 duplicates.

1 Sect. 5. The deputy sealer of weights and
2 measures shall, as soon as practicable, visit the
3 cities and towns which report that their standard
4 weights, measures and balances are not in good
5 condition, and shall see that the same are put in
6 order, and shall test and seal the same. And in
7 carrying out this provision, he shall first visit the
8 cities and towns, if there be any such, whose
9 standard weights, measures and balances have

10 not been tested within ten years

1 Sect. 6. It shall hereafter be the duty of the
2 several city and town treasurer to have the stand-
-3 ards in their custod}r tried, adjusted and sealed
4 once at least in every five years, and it shall be
5 the duty of the deputy sealer to try, adjust and
6 seal the weights, measures and balances of every
7 city and town, at least, once in five years, and to
8 see that they are kept in proper condition and
9 order. And at any time, at the request of a city

10 or town treasurer, the deputy shall visit such city
11 or town, and try, adjust and seal its standards.
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1 Sect. 7. The deputy scaler may, in the perform-
-2 ance of his duty, inspect the weights, measures and
3 balances of any person which are used for selling
4 any goods, wares, merchandise or other commodi-
-5 ties, or for public weighing in any city or town, and
6 if he finds the same inaccurate, he shall forthwith
7 inform the mayor of the city or the selectmen of
8 the town, as the case may be, and the mayor or
9 selectmen shall proceed to enforce chapter sixty-

-10 five of the Public Statutes.

1 Sect. 8. The deputy sealer shall keep a record
2 in detail of the cities and towns visited by him in
3 the performance of his duties of the weights,
4 measures and balances tested and sealed by him,
5 and he shall annually, during the first week in
6 January, make report of his doings, for the year,
7 to the treasurer and receiver-general.

1 Sect. 9. Instead of the fees and expenses now
2 prescribed by law to be paid to the deputy sealer
3 of weights and measures, by the cities and towns,
4 he shall receive from the treasury of the Common-

y of twelve hundred dol-5 wealth an annual salat
6 lars, and the necessary expenses incurred in the

cial duty. The bills for7 performance of his offi
8 such expenses shall be
9 and shall be paid from

rendered to the auditor,

the treasury of the Com-
10 monwealth.

1 Sect. 10. The office of the deputy sealer shall
2 be in the treasury of the Commonwealth, and his
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3 duties shall be performed under the direction and
4 supervision of the treasurer and receiver-general.

1 Sect. 11. The treasurer and receiver-general
2 is authorized to complete and put in order the
3 standards now in his custody, and to provide
4 whatever may be necessary for the proper per-
-5 formance of his duties by the deputy sealer.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






