
HOUSE Iso. 34.

House of Representatives Jan. 28, 1891

The committee on Rules, who were authorized to report
from time to time rules for the government of the House,
report that they have deemed it advisable to make certain
changes in the rules of the House as they appear in the
House document recently printed, as follows :

In Rule 1 strike out the words “ one hundred and
twenty-one members shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business.”

In Rule 7 strike out the w
word “ appoint.”

rd ‘ ‘ name ” and insert the

In Rule 12 insert after the word “order” the words
“ with the decision thereon; ” strike out the word
“noted” and insert the words “entered at large;” in
the second line strike out the words “ with the decision ”

and also the words “ entered at large,” and insert in place
of the latter the word “ noted.”

In Rule 16 add at the end the words “ nor stand at the
clerk’s desk while a roll call is in progress.”

Commoumcaltl) of itlassacljuscits.

Incorporate Rule 18 with Rule 17 as one rule, to be
numbered 17, and add at the end thereof the words

when it appears to the presiding officer that the preS'
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ence of a quorum is endangered, he shall order the doors
to be closed until the House takes action thereon.”

In Rule 21 strikeout all after the words “to consist
of three members each ” and insert the part stricken out
in an amended form as a new Rule, to be numbered 28,
as follows:

28. All bills and resolves for introduction on leave,
resolutions, petitions and all orders of inquiry contem-
plating legislation, intended for presentation by any mem-
ber of the House, and all reports of State officers, shall
first be deposited with the clerk, and, prior to their
presentation, shall be submitted by him to the committee
on Rules for inspection. The committee shall examine
the same for the purpose of ascertaining (1) whether the
legislation proposed is plainly and specifically stated, or
already provided for: (2) whether such matters are in
proper form ; (3) that reference to the proper committee
is designated ; and (4) thatcompliance has been had with
the rules of the House and the joint rules of the two
branches. Every such matter shall be returned by the
committee to the clerk not later than on the third legis-
lative day succeeding the day of its deposit with the
clerk, unless consent in writing to the longer detention
thereof is filed with the clerk of the committee on Rules
by the member presenting the same, and it shall be pre-
sented to the House not later than on the next legislative
day after it is so returned.

The committee on Rules shall make no change in the
substance, form or reference of any such matter, unless
with the consent of the member introducing the same;
but every such matter shall, upon its presentation to the
House, be accompanied by a recommendation of the com-
mittee on Rules recommending such amendment or such
other action to the House as seems to it advisable within
the scope of its duties as above set forth. When no com-
mittee of reference is specified, the committee may insert
the name of the proper committee.
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If, upon recommendation of the committee on Rules, a
petitioner is given leave to withdraw because the petition
is not in proper form, such action shall not be deemed to
be a final rejection under Rule forty-eight, and shall
not prejudice the right of a member to present another
petition for the same object (in proper form and conform-
ably to the Rules) : provided, such new petition is de-
posited either before adjournment on the first Wednesday
of February or within one week from the time the House
takes such action.

In Rule 31 insert after the words “Acts of the year
1885 ” the words “ as amended by chapter 302 of the Acts
of the year 1890.”

Strike out in the same rule the proviso at the end,
beginning “Provided that this rule,” etc.

In Rule 32 strike out the word “ second ” and insert
the word “ fourth,” strike out the words “ unless further
time is granted for cause.”

In Rule 41 strike out the word “ fairly,” in the first
line, and insert the words “ printed or.”

In Rule 44, in the second line, strike out the word
“ the ” and insert the word “ a.”

In Rule 48 strike out the word “ other.”

In Rule 52 add at the end the words “ except by strik-
ing out the enacting clause.”

In Rule 56 add at the end the words “ and shall not be
subject to the provisions of Rule fifteen.”

In Rule 57 add at the end the words “ but shall not be
acted upon until report is made thereon by the committee
on Bills in the Third Reading.”
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In Rule 62 strike out, in the first line, the word “ in”
and insert the word “ upon.”

In Rule 67 add at the end the words “ but shall be
included with the members voting for the purposes of a
quorom.”

In Rule 69 insert after the word “ it,” in the eighth
line, the words, “ shall be moved before the orders of the
day are taken up and.”

In Rule 78 insert after the word “recommit” the
words “ or to postpone to a time certain.”

In Rule 95 add at the end the words “ except in the
cases provided for in rule eight.”

In Rule 98 insert after the word “Attorney-General”
the words “ Librarian and Assistant Librarian.”

In Rule 99 add at the end the words “ and voting there-
on : provided , that the use of the chamber for the purpose
of holding a hearing before a joint committee or a com-
mittee of the House may be granted by a vote of two-
thirds of the members present and voting thereon.”

In Rule 101 strike out the words “ to postpone to a
time certain or upon a motion.”

In Rule 102 insert after the word “forty” the words
“ forty-eight,” and after the words “forty-nine” the
words “ sixty-one.”

The committee accordingly recommend the adoption of
the accompanying rules as the rules of the blouse tor the
current year.

GEO. F. TUCKER,
For the Committee.
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THE SPEAKER.

1. The Speaker shall take the chair at the hour to which
the House stands adjourned, call the members to order,
and, on the appearance of a quorum, proceed to business.
(10

The Speaker.

2. He shall preserve decorum and order; may speak to
points of order in preference to other members; and shall
decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the
House. (2.)

The Speaker.

[With regard toappeals, see Rules 82 and 93. J
3. He shall declare all votes, subject to verification as

hereinafter provided. (52.)
Idem.

[See Rules 64 to 68.]
4. In all oases he may vote. (3.) Idem.

Idem.5. He shall rise to put a question, or to address the
House, but may read sitting. (2.)

6. He shall each day examine the journal of the House. Idem.
Idem.7. He may appoint a member to perform the duties of

the chair for a period not exceeding two days at one time.
8. In case of a vacancy in the office of Speaker, or in

case the Speaker or the member named by him in accord-
ance with the preceding rule is absent at the hour to which
the House stands adjourned, the senior member present
shall call the House to order, and shall preside until a
Speaker pro tempore or a Speaker is elected by ballot,
which shall be the first business in order. (5.)

Senior member
to preside when
Speaker Is ah-
sent until, etc.

Monitors.
9, Two monitors shall be appointed by the Speaker for

each division of the House, whose duty it shall be to see to
the due observance of the Rules and, on request of the
Speaker, to return the number of votes and members in
their respective divisions.

Monitors.

10. If a member transgress any of theRules after being
notified thereof by a monitor, it shall be the duty of such
monitor to report the case to the House.

Idem.

[See Rule 19.]
Clerk.

11. The Clerk shall keep the journal of the House. He
shall enter therein a recoM of each day’s proceedings, and
submit it to the Speaker before the hour fixed for the next
sitting, and shall cause the same to be printed daily. (6.)

[Amended Jan. 16, 1888.]

The Clerk.

12. Every question of order with the decision thereon
shall be entered at large in the journal, and shall be noted
in an appendix, which shall also contain the Rules of the
House, and of the two branches. (6.)

Questions of
order to be
noted in the
Journal.
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13. The Clerk shall prepare and cause to be printed

each day a calendar of matters in order for consideration;
a list of matters lying on the table; and such other memo-
randa as the House or the Speaker may direct. (7.)

Calendar.

[Amended Jan. 16, 1888.]
14. Any objection to the calendar shall be made and

disposed of before the House votes to proceed to the
consideration of the Orders of the Day.

15. The Clei-k shall retain bills and other papers, in
reference to which any member has a right to move a
reconsideration (except petitions, enacted bills, orders of
inquiry and orders of notice), until the right of recon-
sideration has expired ; provided, that the operation of this
rule shall be suspended during the last week of the session.
(8.)

Clerk to retain
certain papers
until right of re-
consideration
expires.

Members.
16. No member shall stand up, to the inconvenience of

others, while a member is speaking; or pass unnecessarily
between the Speaker of the House and the member speak-
ing; or stand in the passages, or in the area in front of
the chair; nor stand at the clerk’s desk while a roll call is
in progress.

Members.

17. No member shall be absent more than two days
without leave of the House. No member shall absent
himself from the House without leave, unless there be a
quorum without his presence. When it appears to the
presiding officer that the presence of a quorum is en-
dangered he shall order the doors to be closed until the
House takes action thereon. (11.)

Absence of
members.

Idem.

18. Papers in possession of a member obtaining leave
of absence, or at the end of the session, shall be left by
him with the Clerk.

Papers to be
left with Clerk.

19. If a member is guilt}' of a breach of any of the

Rules, he may be required by the House, on motion, to
make satisfaction therefor; and, until he has done so, he
shall not be allowed to vote or speak, except by way of
excuse.

Member to
make satisfac-
tion for breach
of rules.

[See Rule 10.]
Committees.

20. At the beginning of the political year, standing
committees shall be appointed as follows: (12.)

Committees.

A committee on Rules ;

(to consist of the Speaker, who shall be chairman of the

committee, and eight other members).
A committee on the Judiciary;
A committee on Probate and Insolvency;
A committee on Finance;

(to consist of nine members each).
A committee on Elections;
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A committee on County Estimatt
(to consist of seven members eacl:

A committee on Bills in the Third Reading
A committee on Engrossed Bills;
A committee on Pay-Roll

A committee on Leave of Absent
(to consist of three members each)

21. Unless other provision is made in any case all com-
mittees shall be appointed by the Speaker, and the mem-
ber first named shall be chairman. (13.)

Appointment
litte

Chairman22. In case of the election of a committee by ballot,
the member having the highest number of votes shall be
chairman. (13.)

mil

No member
required to23. No member shall be required to be on more than

two committees at the same time, nor chairman of more
than one. than t

24. No member shall serve on any committee in any
question where his private right is immediately concerned,
distinct from the public interest. (10.)

No member to
serve on cora-

\vh<
his private right
is concerned
Committee oshall report, in appro-

enditure as are author-
ie has been directed by

25. The committee on Finance
priation bills, only 7 such Items of exp
ized by law, or such as the committi
the House to Insert.

Finam
approprial
bills.

2 Third Reading shall
are referred to it, for
and unconstitutional

26. The committee on Bills in th
examine and correct the bills which
the purpose of avoiding repetitions
provisions, insuring accuracy in tin
and consistency with the language
provided, that any change in the se
any material change in constructlor
the House as an amendment. (30.)

Committee
Bills in the
Third Reading

text and referenc
of existing statut

or legal effect, orsen;
211, ihall be reported tc

Amended Jan. 15, 1
The committee on Engrosi ed Bills shall carefully

bills, and report them
found to be so, without

Committee on
Engrossed Billexamine and compare engrossed

rightly and truly engrossed, when
delay. (31.)

28. All bills and resolves for introduction on leave,
resolutions, petitions and all orders of inquiry contemplat-
ing legislation, Intended for presentation by any member
of the House, and all reports of state officers, shall first be
deposited with the clerk, and, prior to their presentation
shall be submitted by him to the committee on Rules for
inspection. The committee shall examine the same for
the purpose of ascertaining (1) whether the legislation
proposed is plainly and specifically stated or already pro-
vided for; (2) whether such matters are in proper form;
(3) that reference to the proper committee is designated;
and (4) that compliance has been had with the rules of the
House and the joint rules of the two branches; every

HOUSE No.
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�

such matter shall be returned by the committee to the
clerk not later than on the third legislative day succeeding
the day of its deposit with the clerk unless consent in
writing to the longer detention thereof is filed with the
clerk of the committee on Rules by the member presenting
the same, and it shall be presented to the House not later
than on the next legislative day after it is so returned.

The committee on Rules shall make no change in the
substance, form or reference of any such matter unless
with the consent of the member introducing the same, but
every such matter shall, upon its presentation to the House,
be accompaniedby a recommendation of the committee on
Rules recommending such amendment or such other action
to the House as seems to it advisable within the scope
of its duties as above set forth. When no committee of
reference is specified the committee may insert the name
of the proper committee.

If, upon recommendation of the committee on Rules, a
a petitioner is given leave to withdraw because the petition
is not in proper form such action shall not be deemed to be
a final rejection under Rule forty-eight and shall not
prejudice the right of the member to present amother
petition for the same object in proper form and conform-
ably to the rules : provided, such new petition is deposited
either before adjournment the first Wednesday of February
or within one week from the time the -House takes such
action.

Committee to 29. When the object of an application, whether by
laworadversely petition, order, or bill introduced on leave, can be secured
in certain cases, without a special act under existing laws, or without

detriment to the public interests, by a general law, the
committee to which the matter is referred shall report
such general law, or leave to withdraw, inexpedient to
legislate, or oughtnot to pass, as the case may be; (16).

[Amended Jan. 15, 1880.]
Legislation 30. No legislation affecting the rights of individuals or

the rights of a private or municipal corporation, otherwise
dividuais or cor- than as ;t affects generally the people of the whole Com-
porations to be , .

reported on a . monwealth or the people of the city or town to which it
petition. specifically applies, shall be proposed or introduced except

by a petition; nor shall any bill or resolve embodying such
legislation be reported by a committee except upon
petition duly referred; nor shall such a bill or resolve be
reported by a committee, whether on an original reference
or on a recommittal with instructions to hear the parties,
until it is made to appear to the satisfaction of the commit-
tee that proper notice of the proposed legislation has been
given, by public advertisement or otherwise, to all parties
interested, without expense to the Commonwealth, or until

/
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evidence satisfactory to the committee is produced that all
parties interested have in writing waived notice. A com-
mittee reporting leave to withdraw or reference to the next
General Court, for want of proper notice or of a waiver
thereof, shall set forth this fact in its report, and no bill or
resolve shall be in order as a substitute for or amendment
of such report. Objection to the violation of this rule may
be taken at any stage prior to that of the third reading.
(15)

[Adopted Feb. 11, 1890.]
31. A petition for the incorporation of a town or city,

or for the division of an existing town or city, or for th
incorporation of a railroad, street railway, elevated rail-
road or canal company, or for the amendment, alteration
or extension of the charter or corporate powers or privi-
leges of any such company, either specially incorporated
or organized under general laws, or for authority to take
water for a water supply, or relative to building structures
over navigable or tide waters, shall be referred to the next
General Court, and not to a committee, unless the petitioner
has given the notice required by chapter 24 of the Acts
of the year 1885 as amended by chapter 302 of the Acts
of the year 1890 or by other provisions of law; but if, no
objection being raised, such a petition is referred to a
committee without such required notice, the committee
shall forthwith report reference to the next General Court,
getting forth as the reason for such report failure to give
the required notice, unless evidence satisfactory to the
committee is produced that all parties interested have in
writing waived notice. In case a bill or resolve is re-
ported by a committee upon such a petition, after proof of
such waiver of notice, this fact shall be set forth in the
report of the committee. When a report of reference to
the next General Court is made by a committee, on
account of failure to give the required notice, no bill or
resolve shall be substituted for such report, nor shall such
report be recommitted or referred to another committee;
but reference of the petition to the next General Court
for want of proper notice under this rule shall not aflect
action upon any other measure involving the same subject
matter. (22.)

Petitions in
certain cases to
be referred to
the next General
Court unless
notice has been
given as requir-
ed by law.

[Adopted Feb. 11,1890.]
32. On or before the fourth Wednesday in March, com-

mittees shall make final report upon matters referred to
them prior to that day.

Final reports of
committees.

[Amended Feb. 16, 1883.]
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Committee of the Whole.
Committee of 33. When the House determines to go into a committee

of tiie whole, the chairman shall be appointed by the
Speaker.

Idcm- 34. The Rules of the House shall be observed in a com-
mittee of the whole, so far as they may be applicable,
except therules limiting debate. A motion to rise, report
progress, and ask leave to sit again, shall be always first
in order and be decided without debate.

Regular Course of Proceedings.

Petitions, etc., and Beports of Committees.

35. Petitions, memorials, remonstrances and papers
of a like nature, and reports of committees, shall be pre-
sented before the House proceeds to the consideration of
the Orders of the Day, and the Speaker shall call for such
papers.

When petitions,
etc., to be pre-
sented to the
House.

Members to in-
dorse name,
etc , on papers
presented.

36. The member presenting a petition, memorial, or
remonstrance, shall indorse his name thereon, with a brief
statement of the nature and object of the paper; and the
reading thereof shall be dispensed with, unless specially
ordered. (18.)

Papers from the Senate.

37. Papers from the Senate shall be laid before the
House by the Speaker, and received for action conformably
to such of these Rules as are applicable thereto, before the
House proceeds to the consideration of the Orders of the
Day.

Papers from the
Senate.

Papers addressed to the House, not Petitions.

38. Papers addressed to the House, or the General
Court, other than petitions, memorials and remonstrances,
or those received from the Senate, may be presented by
the Speaker, or by a member in his place, and shall be

read, unless it is specially ordered that the reading be dis-
pensed with.

Papers
addressed to
the House not
petitions.

Orders of Inquiry.

39. All motions contemplating legislation, when not
founded upon petition, or upon bill proposed to be intro-

duced on leave, shall be made in the form of an order of
inquiry, which shall indicate the nature of the legislation
proposed; and if reference be made to any particular law,
for amendment or otherwise, the order shall specify the

chapter and section, as well as the subject to which it
relates. (19.)

Orders of
inquiry.
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Postponement to the Next Day on Bequest of a Member.
40. The consideration of an order or resolution pro- o

posed for adoption, or of any request for leave to intro- bViakfovereatit

duce a bill or any motion to suspend Joint Rules eight, rel lll«st of a
m

nine, twelve or thirteen, or House Rules thirty, thirty-one

forty-four or forty-five shall be postponed without ques
tiou to the day after that on which the order is proposed

such postponementor request made, if any member ask
(21

[Amended June 13, 18S

RuleBills and Besolves. fSe
en in a legible hand,
,tion, on not less than

41. Bills shall be printed or writ B .nr
without material erasure or interline
one sheet of paper, with suitable margins and spa*

tween the several sections, dat and numbers being

written in words at length. Bills amending existing laws Bills amending

shall not provide for striking words from, or inserting not^pro^'id.
words in, such laws, unless such course is best calculated for Btl' ikinBwords from, etc.
to show clearly the subject and nature of the amendment.
No repealed law, and no part of any repealed law, shall be
re-enacted by reference merely. (17.

[Amended Jan. 15, 1880.]

42. If a committee to whom a bill is referred report Bills rep
hat the same ought not to pass, the question shall be,
1 Shall this bill be rejected?” If tin question on rejection n re

gatived, the bill, if it has been r x\ but once, shall go „ rejMtk
to a second reading without quest! in: otherwise it shall g'

placed in the Orders for ay, pending the ques-
or engrossment, astion on ordering to a third readin

the case may be
led Jan. 10, 1

Bills involving an expenditur public money, or
grant of public property, shall, after their first reading, be
referred to the Committee on Finance, for report on their
relation to the finances of the Commonwealth. New p:
visions shall not be added to such bills by the committ
in Finance, unless directly connected with the financial
features thereof. (24

[Amended Jan. 24, 1887:
44. Bills from the Senate, after their first reading, shall Bi

be referred to a committee of the House, unless they

were reported to the Senate by a joint committee. (23.) n
45. Amendments proposed by the Senate and sent back ™, ee ”n * ss

to the House for concurrence shall be referred to the com- Amendmen
mitteewhich reported the measure-proposed to be amended
unless such committee is composed of members of both refelT ?d t 0 a1 OAmmift/in
, , T ...

committeebrandies. In which case such amendments shall be placed unless, etcuni

in the Orders of the Day for the next day
[Amended April 9, 1878.]

HOUSE —No.



[Adopted Jan. 10, 1883.)

correction and report. (30.)
[See Rule 26.]

(31.)

[Jan.REPORT RULES.12

introduction of 46. No bill shall be proposed or introduced unless
received from the Senate, reported by a committee, or
moved as an amendment to the report of a committee:

provided, that the House may grant special leave to a mem-
ber to introduce a bill; but, when leave is asked for the
introduction of a bill, it shall be read for information
before the question is put on granting leave; and, if leave
is granted, it shall be committed before it isordered to a
second reading. (20.)

Bills, etc,, to be 47, Bills, resolves and other papers that have been, or,read by their .

titles only. under the Rules or usage of the House, are to be printed,
shall be read by their titles only, unless the full reading Is
requested. (26.)

48. When a bill, order, petition, memorial or remon-
bc^introduced* strauce has been finally rejected by the House, no measure
again. substantially the same shall be introduced by any com-

Bills in their 49. Bills in their third reading shall be referred to the
{» referred! 8 l° committee on Bills in the Third Reading for examination,

Bills to be read so. No bill shall pass to be engrossed without having
days.'00 se ' elal been read on three several days. (25.)
Engrossed bills. 51. Engrossed bills shall be referred to the committee

on Engrossed Bills for examination, comparison and report.

[See Rule 27.]
Mem- 52. No engrossed bill shall be amended, except by strik-

Idem. 53. Engrossed bills, reported by the committee on
Engrossed Bills to be rightly and truly engrossed, shall
be put upon their passage to be enacted; and engrossed
resolves, when so reported, shall be put upon theirpassage
without further reading, unless specially ordered. (31.)

Idem. 54. No engrossed bill shall be sent to the Senate with-

Orders of the 55. Bills from the Senate, after their first reading,
etc^uTbeplaced when not referred to a committee of the House, bills

the Dn° rderS ° f l avo1’ablyreported to the House by committees, and bills

the question of the rejection of which is negatived, shall
be placed in the orders for the next day, and if they have
been read but once, shall go to a second reading without
question. (23.)

[Amended Jan. 10, ISS3; Feb. 5, 1886.}
Reports to be 56. Reports of committees not by bill or resolve shall

Orders'oVthe be placed in the orders of the next day after that on which
Day except, etc.

Orders of the Day.

out notice thereof being given by the Speaker.

[Amended April 26, 1877; Feb. 11, 1890.]
mittee or member during the same session. (51.)

ing out the enacting clause. (46-) (31.)
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they are received from the Senate, or made to the House,
as the case may be: provided, that the report of a commit- r
tee asking to be discharged from the further consideration il
of a subject, and recommendins. ; that it be referred to

lediately considered and
ms of Rule fifteen. (33.)

another committee, shall be limr
shall not be subject to the provisi

[Amended Jan. 15, 1880.]

Bills ordered to a third re acting shall be placed in Bi
:h reading, but shall not f0l
thereon by the commit- ‘I1'

Uk

t

the orders of the next day for su
be acted upon until report is made

ttee on Bills in the Third Readin
After entering upon the consideration of the Orders

of the Day, the House shall proceed with them in regular °j,(
course, as follows: Matters not giving rise to a motion or
debate shall first be disposed of in the order in which they
stand in the calendar; after which the matters that were
passed over shall be considered in like order and dis-
posed of. (34.)

59. When the House does not finish the consideration i
of the Orders of the Day, those which had not been acted
upon shall be the orders of the next and each succeeding
day until disposed of, and shall be entered in the calendar,
without change in their order, to precede matters added
under Rules flftp'-flve, fifty-six and fifty-seven. The un- Unfinish
finished business in which the House was engaged at the businessuse
time of adjournment shall have the preference in th
orders of the next day, after motions to reconsider. (31

Special Rules affecting the Course ofProceedings

it of O: ti
I1

60. No matterwhich has been duly
of the Day shall be discharged there
out of the regular course. (35.)

placed in the Orders
from, or considered

61. If, under the operation of the previous question, or iitherwise, an amendment is made at the second or third 8

reading of a bill substantially changing the greater part of amendment to
such bill, the question shall not be put forthwith on order- ordcre of th'( . tht
ing the bill to a third reading or to be engrossed (as the next
case may be), but the bill, as amended, shall be placed in
the orders of the next day after tl at on which the amend"

;n to further amendmentment is made, and shall then be op
before such question is put. In li manner, when, unc
the operation of the previous qr ir otherwise, an
amendment is made in any pr n of such a nature as

character, as from a bill to an order, or the
>sition as amended shall be placed in thelike, the proposition as amended

Orders of the next day after that on which the amendment
was made. ('29.1
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Voting.

No member to
vote where G2. No member shall vote upon any question where his

private right is immediately concerned, distinct from the
public interest. (10.)

private right is
concerned.

63. Members desiring to be excused from voting shall
make application to that effect before the division of the
House or the taking of the yeas and nays is begun. Such
application may be accompanied by a brief statement of
reasons by the member making it, but shall be decided
without debate, and shall not be subject to the provisions
of Rule sixty-seven. (54.)

Members desir-
ing to be excused
from voting
to make applica-
tion, etc.

[Amended Jan. 8, 1877; Feb. o, 1886.]
Decision of a
question. 64. When a question is put, the sense of the House

shall be taken by the voices of the members, the and
Speaker shall first announce the vote as It appears to him
by the sound. (52.)

65. If the Speaker is unable to decide by the sound of
the voices, or if his announcement made thereupon is
doubted by a member rising in his place for that purpose,
the Speaker shall order a return by divisions of the num-
ber voting in the affirmative and in the negative, without
further debate upon the question. (52.)

When vote is
doubted, return
by divisions.

[For duty of monitors in case of a division, see Rule 9.]
Idem. 66. When a return by divisions is ordered, the mem-

bers for or against the question, when called on by the
Speaker, shall rise in their places, and stand until they are
counted. If upon the taking of such a vote the presence
of a quorum is doubted, a count of the House shall be had,
and if a quorum is present the vote shall stand.

Quorum.

[Amended Feb. 11, 1889.]
67. The sense of the House shall be taken by yeas and

nays whenever required by thirty of the members present.
When the yeas and nays are taken, the roll of the House
shall be called in alphabetical order, and no member shall
be allowed to vote who was not on the floor before the
vote is declared. If, before such time, a member states
to the House that he has paired with another member, and
how each would vote upon the pending question, the fact

shall be entered on the journal immediately after the
record of the yeas and nays, and such member shall be
excused from voting,but shall be included with the mem-
bers voting for the purposes of a quorum. (53.) (54.)

Yeas and nays
to be called
when required
by thirty
members.

Pairs.

[Amended Jan, 4, 1878; also April 2, 1878; also April 1, 1879.]
68. The call for the yeas and nays shall be decidedCall for yeas

and nays
decided with-
out debate.

without debate. If the yeas and nays have been ordered
before the question is put, the proceedings under Rules
sixty-four, sixty-five and sixty-six, shall be omitted; if not,
they may be called for in lieu of a return by divisions
when the Speaker’s announcement is doubted by a member
rising in his place, and, if then ordered, the proceedings
under Rules sixty-five and sixty-six shall be omitted. (49 )
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Reconsideration.

69. When a vote has passed (except as provided in the r
next rule), it shall only be in order for any member to 1

move the reconsideration thereof on the same or the
succeeding day, and such motion, if made on the same
day, shall (except in the last week of the session) be
placed first in the orders of the next day after that on
which it is made; but, if first moved on such succeeding
day, it shall be moved before the orders of the day are
taken up and shall be forthwith considered: provided,
however, that a motion to reconsider a vote upon any inci-
dental or subsidiary question shall not remove the main
subject under consideration from
shall be considered at the time whi

before the House, but
;n It is made. (50.)

Amended June 13, IS'

70. When a motion for reconsic n-ation is decided, that jde
and no question shalla shall not be reconsiderec

be twice reconsidered; nor shall any vote be reconsidered
upon either of the following motions:

to adjourn

to lay on the table
to take from the table or

he previous quest on. (50,

71. Debate on motions to reconi
thirty minutes, and no member si
five minutes; but on a motion to
any subsidiary or Incidental que
limited to ten minutes, and no men
than three minutes.

ider shall be limited to
ihall occupy more than *l°”® 1
reconsider a vote upon
jstion, debate shall be
mber shall occupy more

[Amended Feb. 5, 1886; also June 13,1

thepapers, except,
has exr

RUI.ES OF Dl ATE,

72. Every member, when about to speak, shall rise and r,
respectfully address the Speaker; shall confine himself to
the question under debate, and avoid personalities; and
shall sit down when he has finished. No member shall
speak out ofhis place without leave of the Speaker. (36.)

73. When two or more members rise at the same time Id,
the Speaker shall name the member entitled to the floor,
preferring one who rises in his place to one who does not.

74. No member shall interrupt another while speaking, i
except by rising to call to order. (39.)

75. No member shall speak more than once to the i
prevention of those who have not spoken and desire to
speak on the same question. (38.)
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Motions.

Motions to bo 76. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the
vorlnenfl to writ.

:tc. Speaker so directs. (41
Motions not to 77. A motion need not be seconded, and may be with

drawn by the mover if no objection is made. (41
78. A motion to adjourn shall be always first in order,

and shall be decided without debate; and on the motions
to lay on the table, to take from the table, to commit, to
recommit or to postpone to a time certain, not exceeding
ten minutes shall be allowed for debate; and no member
shall speak more than three minutes. (49.)

M

Amended Feb. 19, 1878; and Jan. 26, 1
aplication to be excused from voting, to be decided without

decided without

■ed,
be decided without debate, except on appeal, see Ru

79. When a question is before the House, until it is
disposed of, the Speaker shall receive no motion that doi
not relate to the same, except the motion to adjourn, or
some other motion that has precedence either by express
rule of the House, or because it is privileged in its natur
and he shall receive no motion relating to the sam
except,

to lay on the table, See Rule
to refer to the next General Court, gee Rule
for the previous question,

close the debate at a specified time, see Rules si
to postpone to a time certain, see Rules 86 and 101.
to commit (or recommit), gee Rules 78 an
to amend, See Rules 88-91

which several motions shall have precedence in the order
in which they are arranged in this rule. (43.)

[Amended June 13, 1890.]

Previous Question.
80. The previous question shall be put in the following

form: “ Shall the main question he now put?” and all
debate upon the main question shall be suspended until the
previous question is decided.

81. On the previous question, not exceeding ten min-
utes shall be allowed for debate, and that only to give
reasons why the main question should not be put; and no
member shall speak more than three minutes.

82. All questions of order arising after a motion is
order after raade for the previous question shall be decided without
motion for the
previous ques-
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debate, excepting on appeal; and on such appeal no tion decided
member shall speak more than once without leave of the Z.lappeail!*>ate ’
House.

[See Rule 93.]
83. The adoption of the previous question shall put an Adoption of

end to all debate except as provided in Rule eighty-five, uon'ende debate
and bring the House to a direct vote upon pending except, etc.

amendments, if any, in their regular order, and then upon
the main question, or upon referring to the next General
Court.

[Amended June 13, 1890.]

Motion to Close Debate at a Specified Time.
84. Debate may be closed at any time not less than

thirty minutes from the adoption of a motion to that
effect. On this motion, not exceeding ten minutes shall
be allowed for debate, and no member shall speak more
than three minutes. In case the time is extended by
unanimous consent, the same rule shall apply at the end
of the extended time as at the time originally fixed. (44.)

Motion’to close
debate,
debate ou
motion limited.

[Amended Jan. 8, 1877; and Jan. 15, 1880.]
[See the next Rule.]

When Debate is closed, Ten Minutes allowed, etc.
85. When debate la closed by ordering the previous

question, or by a vote to close debate at a specified time,
the member in charge of the measure under consideration
shall be allowed to speak ten minutes, and may grant to
any other member any portion of his time. When the
measure under consideration has been referred to the
committee ou Finance, under House Rule forty-three,
the member originally reporting it shall be considered in
charge, except where the report of the committee on
Finance is substantially different from that referred to
them, in which case the member originally reporting the
measure, and the member of the Finance Committee
reporting thereon, shall each be allowed to speak five
minutes, the latter to have the close. When the member
entitled to speak under this rule is absent, the member
standing first in order upon the committee reporting the
measure, who is present and joined in the report, shall
have the right to occupy such time.

When debate
closed, member
in charge of
measure
allowed ten
minutes, etc.

When measure
has been re-
ferred to com-
mittee on
Finance, etc.

When member
in charge is ab-
sent, etc.

[Amended March 28, 1877; Feb. 11, 1890.]

Motion to Postpone to a Time Certain
86. When a motion is made to postpone to a time cer-

tain, and different times are proposed, the question shall
first be taken on the most remote time; and the time shall

Motion to post-
pone to a time
certain.



Motion to com-
mit, order of
committees.

Division of a
question.

[Amended June 13, 1890.]
Appeal.

[See Rule 82.]
Resolves.
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be determined before the question is put on postponement,
which may then be rejected if the House see fit.

87. When a motion is made to commit, and different
committees are proposed, the question shall be taken in
the following order:

a standing committee of the House,
a select committee of the House,
a joint standing committee,
a joint select committee;

and a subject may be recommitted to the same committee
or to another committee at the pleasure of the House.
(45.)

Motion toamend
—amendmentin
third degree not
allowed.
Amendments to
be germane.

88. A motion to amend an amendment may be received;
but no amendment in the third degree shall be allowed.

89. No motionor proposition of a subject different from
that under consideration shall be admitted under color of
amendment. (47.)

90. A question containing two or more propositions
capable of division shall be divided whenever desired by
any member. When a motion to strike out and insert is
thus divided, the failure of the motion to strike out shall
not preclude amendment; or, if the motion to strike out
prevails, the matter proposed to be inserted shall be open
to amendment before the question is taken on inserting it.
(42.)

91. In filling blanks, the largest sum and longest time
shall be put first. (48.)

out^nacUng 1^6 92 - motion to strike out the enacting clause of a bill
clause, when shall only be received when the bill is before the House
received. for enactment.

Appeals. 93. No appeal from the decision of the Speaker shall be
entertained unless it is seconded; and no other business
shall be in order until the question on the appeal has been
disposed of.

m wnsPappiy
b
to 94 - Sucll of tllese Rllles as llre applicable to bills,

resolves. whether of the House or of the Senate, shall apply like-
wise to such resolves as require the concurrence of the
Senate and approval by the Governor, in order to become
laws and have force as such. Except in Rule fifty-three,
the word “bill ” shall be equivalent to the word “ resolve ”

in the same place.

Enacting Clause.

Filling blanks.

Motion to strike
out and insert.

Motions to Amend.

Motion to Commit.
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Elections by Ballot.

95. A time shall be assigned for elections by ballot, at Special assign-
,

. ~
,

, . ~ raent for elec-
least one day previous thereto, except in the cases pro- t jong ballot.
Tided for in Rule eight. (55.)

Secret Session.

96. All proceedings in secret session, and matters relat
ing thereto, shall be kept secret until the House removes
the injunction of secrecy.

Secret tioi

Seat!

97. (1.) The desk on the right of the Speaker shall be
assigned to the use of the Clerk and such persons as he
may employ to assist him, and that on the left to the use
of the Chairmen of the committees on Bills in the Third
Reading and on Engrossed Bills.

:ats

(2.) The senior member of the House, and the oldest
member of the House who is not the senior member, shall
be allowed to select their seats from those not otherwise
assigned, before the drawing of seats by the members.

Idem,

[Amended Jan. 7, 1878.]

(3.) The seat numbered 34, in the first division, shall
be assigned to the use of the Chairman of the committee

Idem

on the Judiciary; that numbered 15
to the use of the Chairman of the c
that numbered 52, in the first divu
Chairman of the committee on Pr
and that numbered 39, in the sixth
the Chairman of the committee on
of the House.

, in the sixth division,
ommittee on Finance;
lion, to the use of the
ibate and Insolvency;
division, to the use of
Railroads on the part

Amended Jan. 7, 1878; also Jan. 6, 188;

(4.) The following seats shall
of the monitors :

be assigned to the use Idem.

Those numbered 8 and 11, in the first division;
the second division
the third division;

Idem.
100 and 104, in
96 and 99, in

HOUSE —No.

the fourth division;
the fifth division ; and

92 and 95, in
and 91, in

the sixth division4 and 7, in
[Amended J,

The first business in order after the appointment Drawing if
seatof standing committees and monitors is announced by the

Speaker, shall be the drawing of the other seats upon the
floor of the House.

(6.) The Clerk shall call the roll of the members in
alphabetical order, omitting the names of the Speaker,

Iden



[Adopted Jan. 10,1890.]

Representatives’ Chamber.
Use of repre-
sentatives’
chamber.
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the senior member, the oldest member, the chairmen of
committees hereinbefore mentioned, and the monitors;
and the drawing shall be had in presence of the House,
under the supervision of a committee of three selected
from the members mentioned in this paragraph.

(7.) The seat assigned to any member, or drawn by
him, shall be his seat for the year, unless an exchange is
made and notice thereof given to the Sergeaut-at-Arms
within five days from the day of the drawing.

98. The following persons shall be entitled to admission
to the floor of the House, during the session thereof, to
occupy seats not numbered:

(1.) The Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth, Treasurer and Receiver-
General, Auditor and Attorney-General, Librarian and
Assistant Librarian.

(2.) The members of the Senate.
(3.) Persons in the exercise of an official duty directly

connected with the business of the House.

(4.) The legislative reporters assigned to seats in the

reporters’ gallery. (56.)
(5.) Contestants for seats in the House, whose papers

are in the hands of the committee on Elections, may be
admitted, while their cases are pending, to seats to be

assigned by the Speaker.
No other person shall be admitted to the floor during

the session except upon the permission of the Speaker;
and it shall not be in order for the Speaker to entertain a

motion for the suspension of this rule or to present from

the chair the request of any member for unanimous con-

sent. (57.) (58.)

99. Use of the Representatives’ Chamber shall not be
granted except by a vote of four-fifths of the members
present and voting thereon; provided, that the use of the
chamber for the purpose of holding a hearing before a

joint committee or a committee of the House may be

granted by a vote of two-thirds of the members present
and voting thereon. (U.)

100. The rules of parliamentary practice shall govern
the House in all cases to which they are applicable, and
in which they are not inconsistent with theseRules or the

jointrules of the two branches. (59.)

Parliamentary
practice.

Parliamentary Practice.

Privilege of the
floor, persons
admitted.

Privilege of the Floor.

Exchange
of seats.
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Debate on Motions to Postpone to a Time Certain
AND FOR THE SCSPENSION OF RULES.

101. Debate upon a motion for the suspension of any Debate on
of the joint rules or House Rules shall be limited to mot* ollBlo

,

..

. postpone and
fifteen minutes, and no member shall occupy more than for suspensioi
three minutes. to 15 minutes

[Amended Feb. 11, 1889; also June 13, 1890.]

Suspension, Amendment and Repeal.

102. Nothing in these Rules shall be dispensed with, Suspensions,
altered or repealed, unless two-thirds of the members amendment arepeal of rulepresent consent thereto; but this Rule, and Rules forty,
forty-eight, forty-nine, sixty-one, sixty-nine, ninety-eight
and ninety-nine, shall not be suspended, unless by unani-
mous consent of the members present.

[Amended Jan. 10, 1890; also June 13, 1890.]








