
HOUSE No. 133.

[Mr. Powers of Hyde Park moves to substitute this Bill for the report
of the joint committee on Rules, inexpedient to legislate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-One.

AN ACT
To Protect and Purify the Public Service.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. No public officer before whom a
2 matter is pending calling for his official action
8 shall, while such matter is pending, knowingly
4 accept entertainment extended by or in behalf of
5 or at the expense of a person or body of persons
6 or corporation interested in such matter or in the
7 event of such action.

1 Sect. 2. No person, or corporation interested
2 in a matter pending before a public officer shall,
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2 PROTECT THE PUBLIC SERVICE. [Feb.’9l.

3 while such matter is pending, directly or indirectly
4 extend entertainment to such officer or
5 contribute to the expense of such entertainment.
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1 Sect. 3. The term “ public officer ”as used in
2 this chapter includes every executive, administra-
-3 tive, legislative or judicial officer of the Common-
-4 wealth or of any county town or city, or of any
5 subdivision of the Commonwealth for administra-
-6 tive or judicial purposes. The term “ interested ”

7 means having any pecuniary interest or local
8 interest or interest as a member of any particular
9 public or private corporation distinct from the

10 interest shared by all citizens of the Coramon-
-11 wealth alike.

1 Sect. 4. Any violation of this statute shall
2 render each person violating it liable to a fine of
3 one hundred dollars for each offence to be paid
4 into the treasury of the county where the offence
5 is committed.
6 It shall be the duty of the district attorney of
7 each county to prosecute the person committing
8 offences against this statute in the county where
9 they were committed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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