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Boston, Jan. 14, 1891.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative
The commissioners appointed in accordance with the pro-

visions of chapter 445 of the Acts of 1890, viz., “An Act
to provide for the building of an asylum for the chronic
insane in eastern Massachusetts,” respectfully submit this
report, together with plans, specifications and estimates, as
required by section 4 of said act.

The commissioners were appointed July 25, qualified July
26, and organized July 31 by the choice of Herbert M.
Federhen chairman, George L. Burt treasurer, and Dr.
Albert R. Moulton secretary.

Advertisements for a site were inserted in fifteen news-
papers circulating in eastern Massachusetts, to which about
one hundred answers were received.

Sites were carefully inspected in Sharon, Waltham,
Weston, Dedham, Norwood, Concord, Acton, South Acton,
West Acton, Medfield, Dover, Lakeville, Middleborough,
Bedford, West Bedford, Lexington, Brockton, Abington,
Pembroke, Norwell, Westborough, Berlin, Northborough,
Natick, South Natick and Walpole, comprising nearly one
hundred and twenty-five farms.

From these were selected lands in Medfield and Dover,
owned by Moses B. H. Bishop, Daniel B. Morrill, Robert
R. Bishop, Benjamin F. Shumway, Amos W. Shumway and
Frederick E. Wight, embracing in all about three hundred
and eighty acres of contiguous property, also some additional
acres of meadow land, at a cost of $20,250.
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Upon these lands there are three dwelling-houses, four
large barns and a number of smaller outbuildings, most all
of wdiich are in good condition, and insured for $7,400 ; also
in one of the barns there are about fifty tons of hay, insured
for $5OO ; all of which are now the property of the State,
and are included in the purchase price above named.

The Governor and Council were informed of the choice of
lands made by the commissioners, and on September 29 they
visited the location, and, .after a careful inspection of it,
voted on October 1 to ratify that choice.

Bonds for deeds having previously been procured from
the owners, the services of Arthur H. Wellman of Boston,
attorney-at-law, were secured to examine the titles to the
estates. His report being favorable, and meeting with the
approval of the Attorney-General, warranty deeds were
passed, the parties were paid, and the property came into
the possession of the Commonwealth.

As the act required accommodations to be provided for
one thousand patients and the necessary officers and attend-
ants at a cost not to exceed $500,000, including the cost
of lands (a per capita sum of about one-third the amount
expended by this State for its largest existing hospitals),
it was deemed expedient to visit other States, where a
radical departure from expensive buildings had been made.
The commissioners went to Pontiac and Kalamazoo in
Michigan, Toledo in Ohio, Richmond and Logansport in
Indiana, Kankakee in Illinois, St. Louis in Missouri, Wash-
ington in District of Columbia, Baltimore in Maryland and
Long Island in New York. In these places, eleven hospi-
tals, comprising more than one hundred and fifty different
buildings, were examined, and their good and bad features
noted. From this examination, the commissioners were
able to gather information which was of the utmost value in
formulating the general and specific plans hereto annexed.

The services of William P. Wentworth of Boston, arch-
itect, were engaged, and from him were received many
valuable and important suggestions in perfecting the internal
and external arrangements of the various buildings.

It will be noticed that what is known as the “ cottage
system” has met with the commissioners’approval, and, if
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built, the patients will be cared for in a number of separate
houses. The general style and estimated cost of each build-
ing, together with a plan of the lands and a bird’s-eye view,
accompany this report.

The “ cottage system ” will, in the opinion of the commis-
sioners, admit of a better classification of patients, give them
additional comforts, and cost no more, at least for mainten-
ance, than the one now in vogue; it also has many other
advantages to recommend it over the large linear style of
building which has been so long in use.

This report might be extended to any length in the dis-
cussion of questions pertaining to the care of the insane,
but that, we believe, is entirely beyond our province. We
have complied with the provisions of the act, have given
much time and thought to the consideration of quite an
intricate question, and have, we think, reached a practica
solution of a problem containing many difficult details.

is as follows, vizA summary of all expen

Cost of land (380 acres, including buildings and hay), . f20,25C )

Appropriation,
Balance unexpended, 4,750 00

All other expenses,
Appropriation, |5,000 C

29*16

Balance unexpended, . .
. 2,570 84

Hoping that the result of our services will meet with your
approval, and being willing to appear before any committee
of the Legislature whenever desired, for the purpose of

;iving all information in our power, we subscribe ourselvt

Your obedient servant

HERBERT M. FEDERHEN
GEO. L. BURT,
ALBERT R. MOULTON,

Commissioners.


