
SENATE No. 144.

Senate, March 25, 1891.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, who were ordered
to consider the expediency of further providing for trials in
the Superior Court without a jury, so that upon agreement
of parties three justices of said court may sit in the trial of
certain causes with the powers of arbitrators, report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee

ALFRED S. PINKERTON.

Mr. Charles of Boston, of the House, dissenting.

(HcimmcmiDcaUl) of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-c

AN ACT
Relating to Trials in the Superior Court without

a Jury.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sectiox 1. Actions at law in the superior
2 court may be heard and determined by and
3 before three justices thereof, without a jury, on
4 agreement of the parties, where the damages
5 demanded or property claimed exceed in amount
6 or value ten thousand dollars if brought in the
7 county of Suffolk, and five thousand dollars if
8 brought in any other county, if the plaintiff, or
9 some one in his behalf makes oath or affirmation

10 before some justice of the peace that he verily
11 believes the matter sought to be recovered
12 actually equals in amount or value said sums
13 respectively. A certificate of which oath or
14 affirmation shall be filed in said court Avith or

15 subsequent to the agreement of reference, and

(Hommomucaltt) of illassadjusctts.
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16 a majority of the sitting justices shall determine
17 all questions, both of law and facts, except as

18 hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 2. In trials under the provisions of
2 this act, there shall be no exception or appeal in
3 matters of law; but the case may be reported by
4 a majority of such sitting justices under pro-
-5 visions of section six of chapter one hundred and
6 fifty-three of the Public Statutes, for determina-
-7 tion by the supreme judicial court.

1 Sect. 3. Said superior court shall not be
2 required to sit for the trial of actions as provided
3 in section one of this act, except in the cities of
4 Boston, Worcester and Springfield; and the
5 justices of said court, or a majority of them,
6 shall, from time to time, make such arrangements
7 for the attendance of some three justices in said
8 cities, and may make such arrangements for the
9 attendance of some three justices in any county,

10 for the trial of such actions, when and as it
11 appears most convenient.

1 Sect. 4. Actions pending in any county in
2 which trials are sought as provided in section one
3 of this act, may be tried in such one of said cities
4 as the parties shall agree on or as the court may
5 order.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect the first
2 day of October in the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-one.




