
SENATE No. 249.

Senate, May 7, 1891.

The committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred
the Senate Bill to provide for the protection of dairy prod-
ucts and to establish a State Dairy Department, report that
the same ought to pass in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

WILDER P. CLARK.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-one.

AN ACT
To provide for the Protection ofDairy Products and

to establish a State Dairy Commission.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1, Any person who shall sell, or
2 offer for sale, to anyone who shall send for, call
3 for, or inquire for butter, any oleomargarine or
■4 butterine, or any substance made in imitation of
5 or semblance to pure butter, not made entirely
6 from the milk of cows, with or without coloring
7 matter, shall be guilty of fraud and punished by a
8 fine of not less than fifty dollars for each offence.

1 Sect. 2. Any person who shall expose for
2 sale oleomargarine, butterine or any substance
3 made in imitation or semblance of pure butter, not
4 marked and distinguished by all the marks, words
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5 and stamps required by existing laws, and not
6 having in addition thereto upon every opened tub,
7 package or parcel thereof a placard printed in
8 plain, uncondensed gothic letters, not less than
9 one inch long, the word “ oleomargarine,” shall

10 be fined not less than fifty dollars for each
11 offence.

1 Sect. 3. Any person who shall sell oleomar-
-2 garine, or any other substance, in imitation of or
3 resembling pure butter, from any dwelling, store,
4 office or public mart shall have conspicuously
5 posted thereon the placard or sign, in letters not
6 less-than four inches in length, “oleomargarine
7 sold here,” or “ butterine sold here; ” said placard
8 to be approved by the commissioners hereinafter
9 appointed by this act, and any person neglecting

10 or failing to do so shall be punished by a fine of
11 not less than fifty dollars for the first offence and
12 fifty dollars for each day’s neglect thereafter.

1 Sect. 4. Any person who shall peddle, sell
2 or deliver from any cart, wagon or other vehicle,
3 upon the public streets or ways, oleomargarine,
4 butterine or any substance made in imitation
5 or semblance of pure butter, not having on both
6 sides of said cart, wagon or other vehicle the
7 placard in uncondensed gothic letters, not less
8 than three inches in length, “ licensed to sell oleo-
-9 margarine,” shall be punished by a fine of not less

10 than fifty dollars or imprisonment for not less than
11 thirty days for each offence.
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1 Sect. 5. Every hotel, boarding-house, eating-
-2 house, restaurant or lunch counter using oleo-
-3 margarine or butterine or any other substance in
4 semblance ofpure butter, shall have conspicuously
5 posted and plainly to be seen from the dining-
G tables the words, “ oleomargarine used here,” in
7 the dining-room of said hotel, boarding-house or

8 restaurant, and in front of said lunch counter, and
9 any failure so to do shall be punished by a fine

10 of fifty dollars for each offence.

1 Sect. 6. For the better enforcement of this
2 law and all other dairy laws, and for the improve-
-3 ment of the dairy product, the governor by and
4 with the consent of the council, shall appoint two
5 citizens of this Commonwealth, who, with the
G secretary of the board of agriculture, shall consti-
7 tute the dairy commission. He shall appoint
8 one of said commissioners for two years and one
9 for one year, and the term of office shall thereafter

10 be for two years. Said commissioners shall have
11 power to enforce all dairy or milk laws with the
12 right to employ such assistants, experts, chemists
13 and counsel, as may be necessary to enforce said
14 laws, and they shall give their entire time to the
15 work of this commission, and the enforcement of
1G these laws and the improvement of the dairy
17 product. The salary of the secretary of the board
18 of agriculture shall be three thousand dollars,
19 that is, five hundred dollars additional to present
20 salary, and the salary of the appointed members
21 shall be twelve hundred dollars per annum, to-
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22 gether with the expenses necessarily incurred in
23 the proper discharge of their duties.

1 Sect. 7. If a vacancy occurs by resignation
2 or other cause, the governor shall in like manner
3 appoint a commissioner for the residue of the
4 term. Either of said commissioners may be re-
-5 moved from office by the governor, and his suc-
(s cessor appointed as above provided for.

1 Sect. 8. The commissioners may expend a
2 sum not exceeding four thousand dollars in carry-
-3 ing forward the work of the commission and shall
4 make annual reports in detail to the legislature,
5 not later than January fifteenth of each year, of
6 the number of assistants, experts, chemists, agents
7 and counsel employed, and their expenses and
8 disbursements, with such other information as shall
9 be for the advantage of the dairy interests in the

10 state, and they shall make full reports of all in-
-11 vestigations made by them with all cases prose-
-12 cuted and the results of such prosecution. They
13 shall make detailed statements of the said ex-
-14 penses to the auditor of Commonwealth, on which
15 payment shall be made to the extent of the appro-
-16 priation.

1 Sect. 9. Said commissioners and such agents
2 and counsel as they shall duly authorize for that
3 purpose shall have access, ingress and egress to
4 and from all places of business, factories, build-
-5 ings, carriages, cars, vessels and cans used in the
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6 manufacture and sale of any dairy products, or
7 imitation dairy products, that is oleomargarine,
8 butterine, etc., and shall have all the authority
9 given by law to the board of health and any

10 officer thereof, and to the milk inspectors in the
11 enforcement of all laws relating to dairy products
12 or imitations thereof, and in the prosecutions of
13 violations of said laws.

1 Sect. 10. The said commissioners may work
2 in unison with the state board of health, and with
3 inspectors of milk, but they shall not restrict,
4 limit or interfere with the duties of said officers.
5 Nothing herein contained shall be held to cir-
-6 cumscribe the rights of said commissioners in the
7 prosecution of offenders of the so-called dairy
8 laws or all laws relating to milk, butter, cheese
9 or any adulterations or imitations thereof wherever

10 found within the state.

1 Sect. 11. It shall be the duty of the said com-
-2 missioner to investigate all dairy products and
3 imitation dairy products bought or sold within
4 the state; to enforce all laws for the manufacture,
5 transfer and sale of all dairy products and all
0 imitation dairy products within the state with all
7 the powers needed for the same; to investigate
8 all methods of butter and cheese making in
9 cheese factories or creameries and to disseminate

10 such information as shall be of service in produc-
-11 ing a more uniform dairy product of higher grade
12 and better quality.
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1 Sect. 12. All fines recovered under this act
2 shall be payable to the treasury of the Common-
-3 wealth.

1 Sect. 13. This act shall take effect on the
2 first day of September in the year eighteen hnn-
-3 dred and ninety-one.




