
SENATE No. 266.

Executive Department Boston, May 14, 1891.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativei

Under authority of chapter 72, Resolves of 1884, a
commission of three persons known as the Topographical
Survey Commission, was appointed, whose duties were
to aid “in the preparation and completion of a contour
topographical survey and map of this Commonwealth.”
By chapter 29, Resolves of 1885, an additional appropri-
ation was given to said commission for “ the determination
by triangulation of the boundary lines of the cities and
towns in the Commonwealth.” The commissioners report
in a communication to me dated May 13, 1891, that “ in
the stage which the survey has reached, with no questions
of policy remaining unsettled, and with only a well-
defined course of technical work to be pursued within
narrow lines, it is neither necessary nor desirable that the
commission should be continued under present organiza-
tion.” They recommend that “on the first day of
January, 1892, the commission be reorganized so that it
should thereafter consist of a single responsible head, or
else that the work be transferred to the Land and Harbor
Commission of the Commonwealth;” which recommenda-
tion I submit for your favorable consideration. They
suggest that in case such transfer is made that “ it wouldOD

seem desirable that an additional member, of skill and
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experience in geodesy, should be appointed to that com-
mission ;

” which suggestion is herewith submitted,
CO

together with their communication.
Wji. E. Russell.

al Survey Commission,
Boston, May 13, 18£

Hon. W. E. Russell, t of Mas •Ms

Sir: The undersigned, members of the Topographical
Survey Commission, now engaged, under the provisions of the
Act approved March 27, 1885, in conducting the Town Boun-
dary Survey of Massachusetts, desire respectfully to represent
that, in the stage which the survey has reached, with no ques-
tions of policy remaining unsettled, and with only a well-de-
fined course of technical work to be pursued within narrow
lines, it is neither necessary nor desirable that the Commission
should be continued under present organization.

They, therefore, recommend that, on the Ist of January,
1892, the Commission be reorganized so that it should there-
after consist of a single responsible head, or else that the work
be transferred to the Land and Harbor Commission of the
Commonwealth, in which case it would seem desirable that an
additional member of skill and experience in Geodesy should
be appointed to that Commission

Very respectfully yours

Francis A. Walke
Henry L. Whiting

N. S. Shaler.






