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Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Executive Department, Boston, Jan. 11, 1892.

I have the honor to present herewith, in compliance
with chapter 50 of the Resolves of 1860, a report of the
pardons issued by the Governor, with the advice of the
Executive Council, during the year of my administration
just closed. The number of prisoners thus released is
thirty, of whom thirteen were in houses of correction,
eight in the State Prison, six in the Massachusetts
Reformatory, two in the Reformatory Prison for Women,
and one in the House of Industry. Serious sickness was
the controlling reason for the release of ten, six of whom
have died.

To the Senate and House of Representatives.
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LIST OF PARDONS
Granted by the Governor and Council during the Year

ending Dec. 31, 1891.

No. 1. Michael Connors. Convicted in the Superior
Court of Middlesex County, Oct. 27, 1890, of larceny in

House of Correction for one
1891, upon the recommenda-

ian. Connors was in the last

a building. Sentenced to
year. Pardoned Jan. 21.
tion of the prison physic
stages of quick consumpti
might be allowed to die
occurred February 19.

in. He was pardoned that he
anions; his friends. His death

No. 2. James Ash. Convicted in the Central District
Court of Worcester, July 19, 1890, of violating license
law and city ordinance. Sentenced to three months in
the House of Correction, and to pay a fine of $220 and
costs. Pardoned Feb. 19, 1891, upon the recommenda-
tion of the justice who imposed the sentence, the clerk of
the district court, Police Inspector O’Day, and the officers
of the Associated Charities of Worcester. The prisoner
had served his term of imprisonment and four months in
addition in default of payment of fines. His family, con-
sisting of a wife and six children, were entirely destitute,
depending upon the charity of the citizens of Worcester.

No. 3. Neil A. Dever. Convicted in the Municipal
Court, Roxbury District, Nov. 8, 1890, of being a com-
mon drunkard. Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reform-
atory on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned Feb. 26,
1891. Dover’s conduct in the reformatory had been
perfect. He was pardoned that he might be present at
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the death-bed of his mother, who was fatally ill with an
incurable disease.

No. 4. John Carter. Convicted in the Municipal
Court, South Boston District, Jan. 31, 1891, of being
idle and disorderly. Sentenced to the Massachusetts
Reformatory on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned
March 12, 1891, upon the recommendation of the prison
commissioners. It was shown that he was sentenced
under a misapprehension ; that at no time was he idle and
disorderly, but a well-disposed and industrious boy.
Friends stood ready to give him immediate employment.

No. 5. Henry F. Ramsdell. Convicted in the
Superior Court of Suffolk County, October, 1890, of
assault to commit rape. Sentenced to House of Correction
for one year. Pardoned April 8, 1891, upon the recom-
mendation of Judge Hutchinson, who tried the case in
the lower court, Mayor Bossen, ex-Mayor Champlin, and
many others of the leading citizens of Chelsea. It was
shown at the hearing that Ramsdell up to the time of his
arrest had been a quiet, inoffensive man, and that this

ever been arrested. The
Ramsdell and the woman
by mutual agreement; the
pinion that this statement
changed her mind after she
she wanted, and that no

was the first time that he had
committee were satisfied that
went to his place of business
district attorney was of the c
was true, and that the woman
had obtained all the whiskey
crime was committed.

Nos. 6 and 7. Charles Wyman and George Green.
Convicted in the First Eastern District Court of Middlc-

x County, July 29, 1890, of attempting to commit lav-
sachusetts Reformatory on
Pardoned April 23, 1891,
the prison commissioners.

ceny. Sentenced to the
an indeterminate sentence,
upon the recommendation of
The crime consisted in openin
and attempting to ride from L

the door of a freight car
well to Boston to witness

the parade of the G. A. R. Had all the facts in the case
been known at the time of the trial, the justice would not
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have .sentenced them. The boys did not give their right
names, and the justice was unable to communicate with
their parents. They had never before been arrested.
The committee were satisfied that it was simply a boyish
freak to secure a free ride to Boston.

No. 8. Michael Fitzgerald. Sentenced December,
1888, by the Superior Court of Suffolk Cohnty, for rob-
bery, to five years in the State Prison. Pardoned May
30, 1891, as he was in an advanced stage of pulmonary
consumption, with no prospect of recovery.

No. 9. Duncan McGilvery. Sentenced October,
1889, by the Superior Court of Suffolk County, for rob-
bery, to five years in the State Prison. Pardoned May 1,
1891. The prisoner was in the last stages of pulmonary
consumption, and likely to die at any moment. He died
soon after his release.

No. 10. MakyE. Mullare. Convicted in the Munic-
ipal Court, Dorchester District, Sept. 23, 1890, of being
a common drunkard. Sentenced to two years in the
Reformatory Prison for Women. Pardoned May 13,
1891. The pardon committee were satisfied that the
prisoner had reformed, and would hereafter lead a sober
life. She had two young children who needed her care,
and there seemed to be no question but that the prisoner
and her family would be benefited by her release.

No. 11. John E. Craig. Convicted in the Superior
Court of Plymouth County, May 14, 1891, of larceny.
Sentenced to two years in the House of Correction. Par-
doned June 11, 1891. Craig was suffering from acute
tuberculosis of a very rapid character, and the prison
physician was of the opinion that he could live but a few
weeks. He died in July.

No. 12. Mary A. Donovan. Convicted in the Mu-
nicipal Court, Charlestown District, Feb. 2(1, 1891, of
being a common drunkard. Sentenced to one year in the
Reformatory Prison for Women. Pardoned July 1, 1891,
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upon the recommendation of the prison commissioners.
Mrs. Donovan was the mother of six children, under
twelve years of age, who needed her care. Her husband,
who caused her arrest, urged that she should be pardoned,
believing that hereafter she would refrain from the use of
intoxicants.

No. 13. Thomas Dally, alias George Nolan. Sen-
tenced May 21, 1888, by the Superior Court of Worces-
ter County, for breaking and entering, to nine years in
the State Prison. Pardoned July 18, 1891, upon the
recommendation of the warden and prison physician.
The prisoner was in an advanced stage of consumption,
with no prospect of recovery. He died in August.

No. 14. George Williams, alias Wilson. Con-
victed in the Superior Court of Suffolk County, March,
1890, of breaking and entering. Sentenced to the House
of. Correction for two years. Pardoned July 23, 1891.
This prisoner had been under treatment in the prison
hospital since Oct. 14, 1890. He was suffering from
pulmonary consumption, and was steadily growing worse.
There was no likelihood that he would recover. He
died October 25.

No. 15. Abraham Marzynski. Convicted in the
Superior Court of Suffolk County, January, 1890, of
larceny. Sentenced to House of Correction for two
years. Pardoned Sept. 1, 1891. It appeared that the
prisoner’s father died about two weeks before his release,
leaving a large family, who needed the assistance of the
prisoner. As less than two months of the term of the
sentence remained to be served, the ends of justice seemed
to have been substantially met.

No. 16. John McDonald. Convicted in the Superior
Court of Berkshire County, Jan. 30, 1891, of indecent
assault. Sentenced to the House of Correction for one
year. Pardoned Sept. 8, 1891, upon the recommenda-
tion of the sheriff, probation officer, and many of the
prominent citizens of Pittsfield, on the ground that there
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were grave doubts as to the guilt of the prisoner. The
prisoner had always borne a good reputation, and had
been a sober, industrious and law-abiding citizen, and
never before had been convicted of any offence. He had
boon a trusted employee of the Pontoosuc Woolen
Company for the past twenty years as night watchman,
and Ins employers, who believed him innocent, were
ready to give him steady employment when released.

No, 17. M. L. Woodward. Convicted in the
Charlestown District Court, June 30, 1891, of conveying
mortgaged property and violating the milk statute.
Sentenced to pay a fine of $275. Pardoned Sept. 8, 1891.
It appeared that Woodward’s crime consisted in exchang-
ing a mortgaged horse for another, and in selling adulter-
ated milk. In the matter of the mortgage it appeared
that the prisoner had turned over to the mortgagees the
horse then in his possession, and there seemed to be no
attempt on his part to defraud his creditors. His wife
was in a delicate condition, and without means of support.
As the prisoner was utterly unable to pay his fine, a
pardon was granted for the above reasons.

No. 18. William Choinier, alias Sweeney. Con-
victed in the Superior Court of Franklin County, Nov.
13, 1890, of lighting. Sentenced to fifteen months in the
House of Correction. Pardoned Sept. 23, 1891, upon
the recommendation of the district attorney, on the
ground “ that he had been sufficiently punished, and the
public good would not suffer by his release.”

No. 19. Henry L. Dudley. Convicted in the Superior
Court of Worcester County, June 2, 1891, of violating
license law. Sentenced to House of Correction for six
months, and to pay a fine of $lOO and costs. Pardoned
Sept. 25, 1891, upon the recommendation of the select-
men and many of the best citizens of Douglas, who believed
that Dudley would hereafter lead an upright life and
become a good citizen. The fine had been paid, and only
a little more than two months of the sentence remained.
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No. 20. Eldridge Wixon. Convicted in the First
District Court of Barnstable County, May 20, 1891, of
cruelty to an animal. Sentenced to the House of Cor-
rection for six months. Pardoned Sbpt. 30, 1891. The
prisoner was in the last stages of consumption, and needed
the care and attention which could not be given him while
in confinement.

No. 21. John W. Johnson. Convicted of felonious
assault, Superior Court, Essex County, May 21, 1889.
Sentenced to State Prison for seven years. Pardoned
Oct. 7, 1891. Since the prisoner’s trial facts have come
to light seriously affecting the credibility of the witness
upon whose testimony Johnson was convicted, conse-
quently there were grave doubts regarding his guilt. He
was a brave soldier during the war, rising to the rank of
captain, and had always borne a good reputation. The
pardon was recommended by the selectmen, town clerk,
treasurer, police officials and many other leading citizens
of Methuen, where the crime was claimed to have been
committed.

No. 22. Thomas J. Shea. Convicted of stubborn-
ness, Municipal Court, Charlestown, June 13, 1891.
Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an inde-
terminate sentence. Pardoned Nov. 4, 1891, upon the
recommendation of the commissioners of prisons. The
boy was complained of by his father, who is now satisfied
that he was too hasty in the matter. The boy would not
work, and the father took this means to punish him. The
committee wex- e convinced that the punishment he had
already undergone was ample for the offence committed.

No. 23. Thomas H. McMullen. Convicted of mur-
der, second degree, Supreme Judicial Court, Bristol
County, April 26, 1882. Sentenced to State Prison for
life. Pardoned Nov. 26, 1891, as an act of executive
clemency for Thanksgiving Day. The pardon was recom-
mended by Hon. John S. Brayton, Judge Brayley and
many of the leading citizens of Fall River where the
crime was committed. It was the universal wish of that
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community tnat he should he pardoned, as it was their
belief that the crime was not premeditated. McMullen
found his wife in her bedroom with a man whom he had
driven from his house in the morning. He again drove
the man from the house. Before he had time even to
reproach his wife, she struck him with a broomstick.
From the effects of the struggle that followed she died.DD

His conduct while in prison has been excellent.

No. 24. Charles A. Briggs. Convicted of mur-
der, second degree, Supreme Judicial Court, Hampshire
County, Dec. 6, 1881. Sentenced to State Prison for
life. Pardoned Nov. 26, 1891, as an act of executive
clemency for Thanksgiving Day. Briggs had never vio-
lated a single rule of the prison. His deportment had
been perfect during the ten years of his imprisonment.
There was every reason to believe that he would become
a good citizen and a worthy member of society. The par-
don was recommended by Warden Lovering and ex-war-
dens Usher and Russell.

No. 25. William T. Taylor. Convicted of larceny,
Third District Court, Bristol County, July 3, 1891.
Sentenced to nine months in House of Correction. Par-
doned Dec. 2, 1891, on the recommendation of the justice
who imposed the sentence, the probation officer and the
county commissioners. Taylor had never before been
arrested, and his former employers were anxious to give
him immediate employment.

t

No. 26. William J. Kelley. Convicted of break-
ing and entering, Superior Court, Suffolk County, Feb-
ruary Term, 1891. Sentenced to eighteen months in
House of Correction. Pardoned Dec. 2, 1891. Kelley
had served more than half his sentence. Considering the
age of the prisoner (sixteen years), the pardon committee
believed that a pardon would tend to encourage him lo
lead an upright life. The district attorney concurred in
the recommendation.
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No. 27. James Leonard. Convicted of abortion,
Superior Court, Bristol County, Dec. 1, 1890. Sen-
tenced to State Prison for three years, and to pay a fine
of five hundred dollars. Pardoned Dec. 16, 1891.
Leonard had been in the prison hospital nearly a year,
suffering from asthma and bronchitis, and was in a debili-
tated and dangerous condition ; and, in the opinion of
the prison physician, if compelled to remain in prison,
his death would ensue in
Jan. 9,1892.

a very short time. He died

No. 28. Frank Doyle.
First District Court, Easte
Sentenced to the Massachu

Convicted of being a vagrant,
rn Middlesex, July 28, 1891.
setts Reformatory on an inde-

terminate sentence. Pardoned Dec. The par-
don committee were satisfied that the prisoner was not a
vagrant, and that, if all the facts had been known to the
justice at the time of his trial, he would have received a
much lighter sentence.

No. 29. John J. Crowley. Convicted of assault,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, June Term, 1890. Sen-
enced to the House of Correction for two years. Pardoned
Dec. 17, 1891. Crowley was suffering from pulmonary
consumption, which was gradually progressing. The dis-
trict attorney recommended that he be released, that he
might die at home.

No. 30. Frank Smith, alias Mullen. Convicted of
attempting to break and enter, Superior Court, Suffolk
County, December Term, 1890. Sentenced to State Prison
for five years. Pardoned Jan. 6, 1892. The prisoner had
been ill for several months with chronic inflammation of
the throat, of a tuberculous nature, with no hope of
recovery.








