
SENATE No. 74.

Senate, March 17, 1892.

The committee on Water Supply, to whom was referred the
petition of the water commissioners of Clinton for authority
to increase its water supply and incur the indebtedness nec-
essary therefor, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

GEO. K. NICHOLS.

(Hommonujcaltl) of .Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-two

AN ACT
To authorize the Town of Clinton to increase its

Water Supply and to incur Indebtedness therefor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
'n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

Uosame

1 Section 1. The town of Clinton, for the pur-
-2 poses provided in chapter ninety-eight of the acts
3 of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six and
4 acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto,
5 is hereby authorized to take and convey into and
6 through said town the waters of Waushacura Lake,
7 in the town of Sterling, and the waters flowing
8 into the same, and to take and hold, by purchase
9 or otherwise, any land and to build and maintain

10 any structures necessary for that purpose.

1 Sect. 2. The rights, powers and authority
2 given by this act shall be exercised for the town
3 of Clinton through the same officers as are author-
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4 izcd to exercise the rights, powers and authority
5 givenby the said ninety-eighth chapter,and the said
G town shall be entitled to ail the rights and subject
7 to all the duties and liabilities set forth in said
8 chapter, to be enforced in the manner therein
9 provided.

1 Sect. 3. For the purpose of defraying all costs
2 and expenses incident to the acts herein author-
-3 izcd, including the payment for land and water
4 rights taken, the said town of Clinton shall have
5 authority to borrow from time to time such sums
6 of money, and to issue therefor notes, bonds or
7 scrip, signed by the treasurer and countersigned
8 by the chairman of the selectmen, to be denomi-
9 nated the “Clinton Water Loan,” as said town

10 shall deem necessary, to an amount not exceeding

11 one hundred thousand dollars, upon the same
12 terms and conditions and with the same authority

13 in regard to interest and the sale of said scrip,
14 and the payment of the principal thereof, and the
15 appropriation and assessment of money for the
1G payment of the principal and the interest on
17 the moneys so borrowed, as are contained in the
18 fourth section of said chapter ninety-eight of the
19 acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-six.

1 Sect. 4 The town of Clinton instead of taking
2 the entire waters of said Waushacum Lake may,
3 if it shall so elect, take a part of said waters.
4 Such election to be made by the Water Commis-
-5 sioners of said town by a vote declaring the
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6 quantity or proportion of said waters they pro-
-7 pose to take, to be passed not less than three
8 months before the waters shall be withdrawn
9 from said lake j with all the aforegranted rights and
10 powers for preserving the purity of said waters
11 and for conveying them to the town. And in
12 case the said town elect to take only a portion of
13 said water as aforesaid, said town shall be respon-
-14 sible in damages for such partial taking only.
15 Notice of the election of the town to take the
16 portion of the waters of said lake herein per-
il mitted and prescribed shall be given by filing a
18 copy of the vote of the water commissioners
19 making such election in the registry of deeds for
20 the Worcester district of the county of Worcester
21 three months before any water shall be withdrawn
22 from said lake.

1 Sect. 5. The town of Clinton at any time
2 not less than five years after exercising the elec-
-3 tion provided in the previous section, and at any
4 subsequent time not less than five years from a
5 previous election, may, by a vote of the water
6 commissioners, take for the use of said town from
7 the waters of said lake an additional supply by
8 filing a copy of the vote of the water commission-
-9 ers in the registry of deeds aforesaid three months

10 before the additional amount shall be withdrawn
11 from said lake, with the powers and privileges
12 contained in the second section of this act, and
13 said town shall be liable in damages for taking
14 such additional amount from time to time, only
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15 for the additional amount they may thus elect to
16 take.

1 Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the town to
2 provide some reliable means or method of measur-

-3 ing and registering the amount of water taken
4 from said lake, said register or record to be
5 accessible at all times to any interested parties;
G and if the owner of any water rights in the waters
7 of said lake shall fail to agree upon the mode of
8 measurement, the method shall be fixed by one or
9 more engineers to be appointed upon the applica-

-10 tion of either party, by any justice of the supreme
11 judicial court or the superior court.

1 Sect. 7. In every case of a claim for damage
2 as provided herein, the town of Clinton may tender
3 to the complainant or his attorney any sum that it
4 shall think proper or may bring the same into
5 court to be paid to the complainant for the dam-
-6 ages by him sustained or claimed in his petition;
7 and if the complainant shall not accept the same
8 with his costs up to that time, but shall proceed
9 in the suit, he shall be entitled to his costs up to

10 the time of the tender or such payment into court,
11 and not afterwards unless he shall recover greater
12 damages than were so offered, and the said town
13 shall be entitled to recover its costs afterward
14 unless the complainant shall recover greatc
15 damages than were so offered.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage; but nothing shall be done, nor any ex-
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penditure made, nor liability incurred under the
same, except for preliminary surveys and esti-
mates, unless this act shall first be accepted by
vote of two-thirds of the legal votes of said town
present and voting thereon at a legal meeting
called for that purpose within five years from the
passage of this act; the number of meeting called
for that purpose in any one year shall not exceed
two.






