
SENATE .... No. 225.

Senate, May 5, 1892.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, who were instructed
to consider the expediency of enacting legislation concerning
the control of Electric Lights, Telegraph and Telephone
Companies, so as to provide: (Ist) for a due and proper
inspection of wires; (2d) for placing the same below the
surface of the soil, report that, in the investigation of the
subject, they visited the city of New York, and, after an
examination of the system of subways in successful operation
in said city, and consulting with the parties using and oper-
ating the same, the committee became convinced that the
absolute safety of electric wires under ground has been
demonstrated beyond a doubt, and that the time is near at
hand when, in thickly-settled communities, the public con-
venience and the safety of human life will demand that both
high and low tension wires shall be put under ground. The
committee also believe that high and low tension wires can
be put in the same conduit with perfect safety, and that the
only question involved is one of expense.

In view of the magnitude and importance of the question,
however, the committee recommend a further investigation
of the subject by the Board of Gas and Electric Light Com-
missioners, and, therefore, report the accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,

JOHN W. COVENEY

(Hommortrocciltl) of itlassadntsctts.



[May,RESOLVE.

Senate, May 16, 1892.

The committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred
the Senate Resolve providing for an investigation by the
Board of Gas and Electric Light Commissioners into the
subject of placing electric wires under ground, report that
the further consideration thereof be referred to the next
General Court.

For the Committee,

B. F. SOUTHWICK.



31892. 22SENATE No

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Y

RESOLVE

Providing for an Investigation by the Board of Gas and
Electric Light Commissioners into the Subject of Placing
Electric Wires under Ground.

Commomucaltl) of iilasoadjusctts.

1 Resolved, That the board of gas and electric light com-
-2 missioners is hereby instructed to investigate the subject
3 of placing all electric wires under ground, and report to

4 the next general court the results of its investigation,
5 with such suggestions and recommendations concerning
6 the subject as said board may deem advisable. For the
7 purpose of carrying out the provisions of this resolve, a
8 sum not exceeding two thousand dollars shall be allowed
9 and paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth ; but

10 no part thereof shall be expended without the limits of
11 the United States.




