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AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of Additional Elec-

tion Officers to assist in Canvassing and Counting
Votes at Elections.

11'd bn the Senate 111T it

I Court assembled I bn tht

1 Section I. The mayor of each city, with the
2 approval of the board of aldermen, and the select-
-8 men of each town which has been divided into
4 voting precincts, shall at some time between the
5 first and fifteenth days of October in each year
G apppoint two counting clerks and two deputy
7 counting clerks for each voting precinct, in such
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8 city or town, in addition to the election officers
9 whose appointment is now provided for by law;

10 and all the provisions of law relative to election
11 officers shall, so far as applicable, apply to count-
-12 ing clerks and deputy counting clerks, except as

13 is herein otherwise provided. Such counting
14 clerks and deputy counting clerks shall be quali-
-15 lied voters of the city or town, but not necessa-
-16 rily of the ward or precinct in which they are
17 appointed to act; they shall be specially compe-
ls tent and experienced in clerical work and ac-
-19 counts, and they shall equally represent the two
20 political parties which cast the largest and next
21 largest number of votes for governor in the Com-
-22 monwealth at the annual state election next pre-
-23 ceding their appointment.

1 Sect. 2. The counting clerks appointed as
2 provided in the preceding section shall attend at
3 the polling places for which they are respectively
4 appointed at least one-half hour before the time
5 designated for the closing of the polls; they shall,
6 when the polls are closed, have the sole charge
7 and duty of the canvass and count of the votes
8 cast at their respective precincts; and they shall
9 count the number of names checked on the check

10 .lists and the number of ballots cast, and shall
11 make the canvass and count of votes and deter-
-12 mine the result in accordance with the provisions
13 of law. Such canvass and count shall be made
14 in the presence of at least three election officers,
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15 including, unless they are prevented by disability
16 from attendance, the warden and clerk.

1 Sect. 3. If a counting clerk is absent at the
2 time appointed for his attendance on the day of
3 an election, the deputy of such counting clerk
4 shall act in his place, and shall have the same
5 powers and be subject to the same duties and
6 liabilities as the counting clerk for whom he acts.
7 Ho deputy counting clerk shall have power to
8 act as a counting clerk, nor be admitted to the
9 space reserved for the election officers, except in

10 the absence of the counting clerk as aforesaid;
11 and he shall receive no compensation except for
12 attendance at the time appointed for the attend-
-13 ance of the counting clerk, or for services while
14 acting for the counting.clerk whose place he fills.
15 In case both the counting clerk and deputy
16 counting clerk are absent from the polling place
17 at the time of the closing of the polls, or are

18 subsequently absent, the presiding election officer
19 shall designate one of the other election officers
20 to act with full power in place of the absent
21 counting clerk, during his absence, or he may
22 himself so act; but in any case an election officer
23 of the same political party as the absent counting
24 clerk shall if present be so designated or act.

1 Sect. 4. The counting clerks and deputy
2 counting clerks appointed as provided in the
3 preceding sections shall receive such reasonable
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4 compensation for actual services as the
5 council of the city or the selectmen of the
6 in which they are respectively appointed
7 from time to time determine • but in no case
8 such compensation on the part of a city or
9 town be less than that paid to wardens

city
town
shall
shall
of a
and

10 deputy wardens in such city or town.


