
SENATE No. 245.

Senate, March 21, 1893.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the Bill to prevent the use of distinguishing ballots in the
election of moderator at town elections for the choice of
town officers (House, No. 348, introduced on leave), report
that the same ought to pass in a new draft.

For the Committee,

HENRY PAKKMAN.

(Hommonmcaltl) of iltassacljusctts.



2 [ Mar.DISTINGUISHING BALLOTS.

AN ACT
To Prevent the Use of Distinguishing Ballots in the

Election of Moderator at Town Elections for the
Choice of Town Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by ike authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In towns in which, at the close of
2 registration preceding the day of the annual
3 election for town officers, there have been regis-
d tered the names of more than five hundred
5 voters, no person shall print any ballot for use
6 at any election of moderator of the meeting for
7 the choice of town officers, Or shall distribute at
8 any such election any printed or written ballot
9 containing the name of any candidate for rnoder-

10 ator unless such ballots are of plain, white paper,
11 in weight not less than of ordinary printing
12 paper, and are not more than six nor less than
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18 five and a half inches in length, nor more than
14 four nor less than three and a half inches in width,
15 and shall contain no printing, engraving, device
16 or mark of any kind upon the back thereof. If
17 the same are printed, they shall be printed with
18 black ink, on one side of the paper only, and the
19 name of the candidate shall be printed parallel
20 vvith the longest side of said ballot in capital
21 letters not less than one-eighth nor more than
22 one-qnarter of an inch in height. Nothing here-
-23 in contained shall authorize the refusal to receive
24 or count any ballots for any want of conformity
25 with the requirements of this section.

1 Sect. 2. Whoever offends against any of the
2 provisions of the preceding action shall be punished
3 by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or im-
-4 prisonment in the jail not exceeding sixty days.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




