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Comm f Piusons, Boston, Jan. 16, 1894,

To Hi* Excellency Frederic T. Oreenhalr/e, Oover

Dear Sir: The commissioners of prisons direct me to
my in reply lo the letter of Your Excellency of this date in

reference to the proposed new State prison, that the plans
are not yet in such a condition that work upon the buildings
could be commenced forthwith if the appropriation should be
made therefor.

Since the passage of the act of 1893 requiring the commis-
ioners to report plans, etc., all the members of the board

have given more or less attention to the subject, and some
of them have devoted a great deal of time to the study and
investigation of the best forms of prison construction that
can be found in the United States. The commissioners have
now well in mind a large amount of information that has been
obtained in this way, and unless it seems desirable to make
an examination of some of the latest improvements in the
methods of construction in Europe, definite plans can be
formulated as soon as the details of the information already
secured have been arranged for consideration by the board.

At the meeting of the commissioners to-day the secretary
was directed to draft a report upon this subject and submit
the same to the board as early as possible; but as it will be
necessary to do this work out of office hours it will take
some weeks to put the report into a convenient form for ex-
amination and comparison. I beg to assure Your Excel-
lency, however, that the work will be done as rapidly as
possible, so that the commissioners can at an early day de-
cide upon their report to the Legislature.

I have the honor to be
Yours very respectfully

Geo. G. Pettigrove,
Secretary.

Northampton Lunatic Hospital,

Items relating to Needed Improvements for which an Appro-
priation is Asked

The improvements in the hospital which have been going
on for the past three years can be classified under two heads
as follows



1894.] .IHOUSE —No. 85.

First: To obtain greater security against fire, safer means
of exit; also improve the ventilation, heating and general
sanitary condition of the male and female wings.

Second: To obtain increased accommodations for the hos-
pital, both for patients and for the working departments
(male and female help), to enlarge the washing and ironing
rooms, the enlargement of the chapel, the erection of a new
boiler-house, etc.

The carrying out of these improvements were commenced
in the female or south wing first. Two of the three neces-
sary fire cut-off walls have been erected. When done, the
full length of this wing will be subdivided into three entirely
separate sections, so that no fire can communicate between
one or another section. Also two of the three fire-escapes
have been erected. Nearly all of the improvements for this
wing are now approaching completion. It will be necessary
to commence similar improvements in the north wing during
this season, which, as yet, remains untouched, and a part of
the appropriation asked for this year will be used for that
purpose.

The new boiler-house has been erected and the steam
heating and ventilating plant has been extended throughout
the new south wing, and it is the intention to continue it
into the north wing this year, for which an additional appro-
priation is asked.

The carrying up of new walls for the enlargement of the
chapel involves another item for which an appropriation is
to be asked.

Also, plans and specifications have been approved for a
new infirmary ward to be connected with the female or south
wing. For this work proposals have been publicly invited,
and they are to be opened by the trustees on the 23d inst.

Office of the Massachusetts Highway Commission,
Jan. 18, 1894

His Honor the, Lieutenant-Governor

Dear Sir: The Massachusetts Highway Commission
in reply to your communication requesting that we meet a
special committee of the Honorable Council, to consider what
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action shall be taken “ in compliance with a request of the
Legislature, asking the Governor for information which he
may have as to the needs of the State for public work
requiring employment of labor,” beg to say, that this com-
mission was established by chapter 476 of the Acts of 1893,
a copy of which act we hereby submit; that by the pro-
visions of said act we do not have any money to expend for
labor, except as shall be appropriated for specific work; that
we are considering several petitions in compliance with
sections 6 and 7 of said act, and in case of favorable action
on our part, shall be able to report to the Legislature for
its action. Until such an appropriation shall be made we
are unable to see how we can in any way employ labor.

Truly yours,

Geo. A. Perkin
Chairman


