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Executive Department Boston, Jan. 30, 1894,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Bepreseniativi

I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication
from the Antietam Board of the War Department, relating
to the appropriation of a sum of money for the purpose of
surveying, locating and preserving the battle lines, and
acquiring lauds at Antietam, Md.; also for marking same
with suitable tablets; also report from the committee on
Military Affairs in Congress, and a tabulated statement show-
ing Massachusetts troops that participated in the battle of
Antietam; all of which are submitted for your considera-
tion.

FREDERIC T. GREENHALGE.

Antietam Board, War Department
Washinoton, D. C., Jan. 25, 18!

To His Excellency the Governor ofMassach

Sir: —An act of Congress, approved Aug. 30, 1890,
appropriated a sum of money for the purpose of surveying,
locating and preserving the battle lines, and acquiring lands
at Antietam, Md., also for marking same with suitable
tablets. The Honorable Secretary of War, to carry out the
provisions ot this act, appointed a Board consisting of two
officers, one from the Union army and one from the Confed-

£ommcuuucnltl| of Massachusetts.
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erate army. The Board determined to illustrate this battle-
field by a series of maps: the first showing the positions of
the brigades of each army on the morning of Sept. 17, 1862,
before the battle began ; the second, now under way, will
show the extreme advance of the Union forces; the third
will show where the brigades of each army bivouacked on
the night of the 17th, after the battle terminated. These
maps will be an object lesson, and, we think, fully illustrate
the positions of the brigades of the two armies during this
battle. We enclose two maps. The map giving the posi-
tions of the Regular United States Army was especially
called for by the act of Aug. 30, 1890.

It must be remembered that this, the most sanguinary one
day’s fight of the war, was fought thirty-one years ago ; that
most of the prominent officers who commanded troops in
this battle have passed away, and in a few years all who
participated in this fight will have joined their comrades
who fell on this field. The reports made and preserved of
this battle are published in Yol. XIX., “ War of the Re-
bellion, Official Records.” Many of the reports are missing
and many very meagre, so much so that it is impossible for
the Antietam Board to locate their positions on the proposed
maps. The organizations from your State that bore so
prominent a part in this battle, as well as the people of your
State, will be interested in having the monuments the gov-
ernment propose to erect, commemorating the part they
took in this battle, placed in correct positions. We respect-
fully suggest that you take the necessary steps to have paid
the expenses of a delegation from your State, to accompany
the Antietam Board to the Antietam battlefield for the pur-
pose above mentioned. Of course this delegation should be
composed of officers or men who actually participated in the
battle of Sept. 17, 1862, and whose recollections ofpositions
occupied on that day by their organizations are now suffi-
ciently vivid to enable them, on visiting the field, to locate
the same. The Chickamauga Commission have been assisted
and are still being assisted by delegations from the States
who had organizations in the battle of Chickamauga. The
interest in the battle of Antietam or Sharpsburg, since the
work of the Antietam Board began, has rapidly increased.
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Organizations from several States have already taken steps
to mark by monuments the positions occupied by them on
the Antietam battlefield.

We enclose report of the committee on Military Affairs,
submitted during the second session of the Ffty-first Con-
gress, which we think you will find interesting; also, a list
of the several organizations from your State that were en-
gaged in this battle is enclosed.

Very respectfully

H. HETH
Antietam Board.

5“-r’I HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE f Report

I No. 4019.

MARKING THE LINES OF BATTLE A Nil THE POSITIONS OF TROOPS
OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC AND THE ARMY OF NORTHERN
VIRGINIA AT ANTIETAM, MARYLAND, ETC.

February 27, 1891. Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Unionand ordered to be printed

Mr. Lansing, from the Committee on Military Affairs, sub-
mitted the following

[To accompany H. R. 11966.]

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred
the bill (H. 11. 11936) for marking the lines of battle and
the positions of troops of the Army of the Potomac and the
Army of Northern Virginia at Antietam, Maryland, and for
other purposes, having considered the same, report thereon
as follows:

A nation should preserve the landmarks of its history.
The bill under consideration proposes to preserve and prop-
erly mark with plain, enduring tablets (he field of Antietam,
on which was fought, September 17, 1862, the bloodiest
battle of the war of the rebellion.

REPORT:
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To a clear understanding of the field and to illustrate for
historical purposes, the unparallelled deadly fighting which
distinguishes it above all others, it is absolutely necessary
that the lines of both sides to the persistent struggle should
be marked.

The field on which the battle took place is practically un-
changed from what it was on the day of the action, save the
utting down of some trees, and presents to-day, as it did

in 1862, the most open field on which was fought any of the
great battles of the rebellion a field of which the eye at
one sweep can take in all points. It is proposed to main-
tain the field in the same condition as to roads, fields, forests,
and houses, and the sum appropriated by the bill will be
ample for all the purposes specified in it.

The purpose is to have each State which had troops en-
gaged on the field provide the monuments for marking the
positions of the troops, after the general plan heretofore
pursued at Gettysburg by the Gettysburg Battlefield Memo-
rial Association, and proposed by the Chickamauga Memorial
Association for like purposes on the fields of Chickamauga
and Chattanooga. The sole expense to the United State
for monuments will be those for marking the positions of
the regular regiments and batteries, being 42.

The Regular Army had 16 regiments and 26 batteries on
this field, while the District of Columbia and the following
nineteen States had troops in the Union Army : Maine, Ma
sachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Con
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware
Maryland, Ohio, West Virginia, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois,
Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota. The Confederate Army
was represented by troops from Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi,
Tennessee, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas. On no other
field was the Regular Army so largely represented, on no
other field was there such a lull representation of State
and nowhere did they have representatives that excelled the
iesperate fighting done on that field.

As already stated, Antietam was the bloodiest battle of
the war of the rebellion. More men were killed on that one
day than on any other one day of the war. There were
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battles with greater loss of life, but they were not fought
out in one day, as at Antietam. At Gettysburg, Chancellors-
ville and Spottsylvania the fighting covered 3 days or more ;

at the Wilderness, Cold Harbor, Shiloh, Stone River, Chick-
amauga and Atlanta the losses were divided between 2 days
of fighting; but at Antietam the bloody work commenced
at sunrise and by 4 o’clock that afternoon it was over. A
table showing the losses in the principal engagements of the
war presents these facts more definitely.

Date. Killed. Wounded Missing. Aggregate.

Antietam, Sept. 17, 1862, .
2,108 9,549 753 12,410

Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863,
.

3,070 14,497 5,434 23,001
Spotlsylvania, .....May 8-18, 1864, .

2,725 13,416 2,258 18,399
Wilderness, May 5-7, 1864, . 2,246 12,037 3,383 17,666
Chancellorsville, .... May 1-3, 1863, . 1,606 9,762 5.919 17,287
Chickaraauga Sept. 19-20,1863, 1,656 9,749 4,774 16,179
Cold Harbor, .....June 1-4, 1864, . 1,844 9,077 1,816 12,737
Fredericksburgh, .... Dec. 11-14,1863, 1,284 9,600 1,769 12,653
Manassas, Aug. 28-30, 1862, 1,747 8.452 4,263 14,462
Shiloh April 6-7,1862, . 1,754 8,408 2,885 13,047
Stone River, Dec. 31, 1862; 1,730 7,802 3,717 13,249

Jan. 12, 1863.
Petersburgh .Tune 15-19, 1864, 1.688 8,513 1,185 11,386
Atlanta, including Peach Tree and July 1-31, 1864, . 1,110 5,915 2.694 9,719

Ezra Church and the battle of :
July 22,

Chattanooga, : Nov. 23-25, 1863, 687 4,346 i 349 5,382

The percentage of loss on the Union side was over 15 per
cent, of the entire strength of the army and fully 20 per-
cent. of the troops under fire. Many brigades lost one-third
to one-half the men taken into action, and twelve regiments
lost more than 50 per cent., the Twelfth Massachusetts head-
ing the list with 67 per cent., while the lowest of the twelve,
the Fourteenth Indiana, lost 56 per cent.

Wellington lost 12 percent, at Waterloo; Napoleon
per cent, at Austerlitz and 14 per cent, at Marengo. The
average losses of both armies at Magenta and Soiferino, in
1859, was less than 9 per cent. At Kbniggratz, in 1866, it
was 6 per cent. At Worth, Mars-la Tour, Gravelotte, and
Sedan, in 1870, the average loss was 12 per cent.

The marvel of German fighting in the Franco-Prussian
war was by the Third Westphalian Infantry at Mars-la-Tour.
It took 3,000 men into action and lost 40.4 per cent. Next
to this record was that of the Garde-Schiitzen battalion,
1,000 strong, at Metz, which loss 46.1 per cent.
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As striking as are these figures on the Union side, they are
equalled if not exceeded by those of the Confederates. It
is impossible to give the figures with entire accuracy, for
in making up their returns they included the losses at Har-
per’s Ferry, South Mountain, and Antietara, aggregating
1,886 kilted, 9,348 wounded, and 1,377 missing, a sum total
of 12,601, or, according to General Lee’s report, over 20
per cent, of the troops which he took into Maryland, and
the greater part of which loss was sustained at Antietam.

The terrific nature of the contest sustained by them may
be judged from the fact that many brigades lost one-half the
men engaged, and in three at least this proportion was ex-
ceeded. Out of 42 Confederate regiments given as sustain-
ing a loss in any one battle during the entire war of over 50
per cent., ten made this record in one day at Antietam,
headed by the First Texas, of Hood’s division, which lost
82.3 per cent., the highest recorded for the war.

These figures on both sides attest the bravery and obsti-
nacy with which the opposing lines in open field, without
breastworks of any kind, stood and tore each other to shreds,
and your committee can say of it as was said in a report
upon another field :

A field as renowned as this for the stubbornness and brilliancy of its
lighting, not only in our own war, but when compared with all modern
wars, has an importance to the nation as an object lesson of what is pos-
sible in American fighting, and the national value of the preservation of

ich lines for historical and professional study must be apparent to all
reflecting minds.

The political questions which were involved in the contest
ought not, under ordinary circumstances, to enter into con-
sideration ; but Antietam forms an exception, for upon the
result on that field depended the greatest political stroke of
modern times, the promulgation of the policy of emancipa-
tion by the President of the United States. When the
summer of 1862 brought disaster after disaster to the Union
cause, finally culminating in the invasion of Maryland by
General Lee, Abraham Lincoln determined on the emanci-
pation of the slaves. “ I made,” said Mr. Lincoln, “ a
solemn vow before God that if General Lee was driven back
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from Maryland I would crown the result by the declaration
of freedom to the slaves.”

General Lee was driven from Maryland, and on September
22, 1862, President Lincoln issued the proclamation.

Your committee further recommend that such bill be
amended as follows: In line 8 of page 4 strike out the
words “one hundred and twenty-five,” and insert the word
“fifty” in lieu thereof, and recommend that the bill so
amended do pass.

Massachusetts Troops that participated in the Battle of
Antietam, Sept. 17, 1862.

Artillery. Batteries: First (A), Third (C)
Cavalry. First Regiment.
Infantry. Companies: First and Second Sharpshooter
Infantry Regiments. Second, Seventh, Ninth, Tenth,

Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fifteenth, Eighteenth, Nineteenth,
Twentieth, Twenty-first, Twenty-second, Twenty-eighth,
Twenty-ninth, Thirty-second, Thirty-fifth, Thirty-sixth.




