
HOUSE No. 117.

Bill accompanying the petition of the water board of the city of
New Bedford for authority to increase the water supply of said
city.] [Water Supply.]

Commcum) call!) of iHassadjusctts.

AN ACT
To Increase the Water Supply of the City of New

Bedford.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
tame, as follov

1 Section 1. The city of Hew Bedford is au-
-2 thorized to establish additional water works at
8 or near the Little Quiitacus pond, conduits,
4 aqueducts, pipes, reservoirs, filter basins and
5 other suitable structures for conveying, storing
6 and distributing water to, into and through said
7 city, from the reserves contemplated in section
8 three of chapter one hundred and forty of acts of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.
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9 eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, and may
10 also take and hold, by purchase or otherwise,
11 any real estate necessary for laying and main-
-12 tabling such aqueducts, pipes, reservoirs, filter
13 basins, dams, gates, pumps, bridges, embank-
-14 raents and other structures as may be necessary

15 or convenient to insure the purity of said waters,
16 their storage and transmission.

1 Sect. 2. Said city is authorized, where neces-

-2 sary or convenient for the aforesaid purposes, to
3 place its pipes, aqueducts and conduits in any
4 public way or ways in the townships of Freetown
5 and Dartmouth, and alter adapting such way or
G ways to the exigencies of such pipes, aqueducts
7 and conduits, shall leave the same in like order
8 and condition as the same were prior to such
9 placing. And said city shall be authorized to

10 open such way or ways whenever deemed requi-
ll site for alteration, care or repair of such aque-
-12 duct, pipes and conduits, using suitable safe-
-13 guards and making due replacements. Said city
14 may lay its pipes and conduits authorized by this
15 act under any railways.

1 Sect. 3. The width to which land maybe con-
-2 demned for said aqueducts, pipes and conduits
3 shall not exceed five rods, and said city shall
4 have power to exclude all structures and impuri-
-5 tics from the lands taken by condemnation or
G otherwise for such purposes, and if any public
7 way or ways shall be hereafter laid out in whole
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8 or in part over said aqueducts, pipes or conduits,
9 the same shall not prejudice the rights of said

10 city to care for, alter or repair the aqueducts,
11 pipes and conduits, or otherwise. All such pub-
-12 lie way or ways shall conform to the grade of
13 said aqueducts, pipes or conduits, and their
14 surfaces shall be four feet above the top of the
15 same.

1 Sect. 4. And whereas it may be necessary or
2 convenient, in order to make a reservoir upon
3 High Hill in Dartmouth, to deflect a portion of
4 the Flag Swamp road, so called, said city shall
5 have authority so to do, and thercafterward said
G modification in said road shall be deemed a legal
7 alteration thereof. Said city shall pay all ex-
-8 penses of construction and of land damages in
9 respect of such alteration. If the town authori-

10 ties of Dartmouth shall elect to lay out and make
11 such alteration under a contract with said city,
12 such contract is hereby legalized.

1 Sect. 5. Said city is authorized to deepen the
2 passages between the Pocksha and Great Quitta-
-3 cus ponds, also between Great Quittacus and
4 Little Quittacus ponds, to facilitate the flow of
5 water between said ponds, and to lay pipes or
G culverts at said passages.

1 Sect. G. Sections two, twelve, thirteen, four-
-2 teen of chapter one hundred and sixty-three of
3 the acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-three,
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4 are now made provisions of this act, and applica-
-5 ble to any of the structures or water contem-
(3 plated in this act. The method of condemning
7 lands under this act shall (other than the claims
8 for damages) be as provided in section two of
9 chapter one hundred and forty of the year

10 eighteen hundred and seventy-eight.

1 Sect. 7. The said city of New Bedford shall
2 be liable to pay all damages that shall be sns-
-3 tained by any persons in their land by any taking
4 of the same by said city under the provisions of
5 this act, and the like proceedings shall be had in
0 respect of said damages as are provided where
7 land is taken for highway's.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing hereinbefore stated shall
2 affect any rights which the city of Taunton or the
3 town of Middleborough, or the fire district of
4 Middleborough may now have in respect of the
5 Lakeville ponds, nor the rights the city of New
(i Bedford has to draw from Long pond and Little
7 Quittacus pond.

1 Sect. 9. The dam provided in section one of
2 chapter two hundred and seventeen of acts of
3 eighteen hundred and seventy-five shall be, from
4 time to time, raised to such heights as will rc-

-5 tain sufficient water for one year’s supply for the
(> citic s aforesaid. Roads affected thereby shall be
7 correspondingly raised and dams shall be made
8 where it shall be deemed necessary or prudent to
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9 retain the reserves of water. The contribution
10 provided for in section three of chapter one hun-
-11 dred and forty of acts of eighteen hundred and
12 seventy-eight shall apply to expenses under this
13 section nine.

1 Sect. 10. For the purposes of defraying costs
2 and expenses that may be incurred under this act,
3 the city council of said city shall have authority
4 to issue from time to time water bonds of the city of
5 New Bedford to an amount not exceeding one mil-
-6 lion two hundred thousand dollars, at such rate of
7 interest as

4
said council may determine, and re-

-8 deemable at not less than ten years nor more than
9 thirty years from time of issue or issues; and said

10 city council may, to meet interest that may
11 accrue, make such further issue of water bonds
12 as may be necessary. The bonds referred to in
13 this section may be authorized by a vote of the
14 majority of the members of each branch of the
15 city council, taken by yeas and nays.

1 Sect. 11. Said city is authorized to lay a
2 secondary pipe or conduit from its storage reser-
-3 voir in Acushnet, to transmit water therefrom to
4 its receiving reservoir, and to make all suitable
5 constructions in respect of such transmission-
-6 Such secondary pipe or conduit may be placed
7 near the present conduit, or elsewhere, and lands
8 may be acquired therefor by condemnation or
9 purchase, as may be convenient in any case or

10 cases.



1 Sect. 12. Instead of erecting the dam pro-
vided for in section one of chapter two hundred
and seventeen of acts of eighteen hundred and
seventy-five, the city of Taunton may first erect
a dam or dams at the outlet of the Long pond,
of suitable height, and, if necessary, to be from
time to time hereafter elevated, for the purpose
of storing reserves of water sufficiently ample to
compensate for the waters of the Lakeville ponds
used by said two cities, and to provide for the
flow of the Ncmasket river, within the intent of
said section of said chapter two hundred and
seventeen. Similar powers of condemnation shall
exist in reference to action under this section,
and in respect to user of water by the city of
New Bedford in excess of its rights heretofore
existing it shall contribute, as provided in said act
of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, to ex-

penses under this section twelve, and during the
operation of the compensating dams provided for
in this section, it may draw water from the ponds
irrespective of reserves; and the powers granted
hereinbefore to said city of New Bedford shall
exist whether water be drawn from reserves or

otherwise. The rights of said cities in respect
of said dam contemplated in said act of eighteen
hundred and seventy-five shall not be limited or
affected hereby nor by action under this section

9

3
4
5

0
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
1G
17
18
19
20
21
99

23
24
25
2G
27
28
29 twelve.

NEW BEDFORD WATER SUPPLY. [Feb.'94.






