
HOUSE No. 138.

AN ACT
To enable the City of Boston to take Land for Public Pur-

poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa,lives
and by the authority of thein General Court assembled

same, as follows

1 Section 1. The city of Boston may, by concurrent
2 vote of its city council, take, by purchase or otherwise,
3 the land contained in the square bounded by Beacon
4 street, Bowdoin street, Ashburton place and Somerset
5 street, for the purpose of street widening, or for the
6 erection thereon of one or more public buildings for the
7 use of the said city or the county of Suffolk, or for yards
8 to such buildings, or for open spaces.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Jacob Fottler that the city of Boston

may be authorized to take land for public purposes. Cities ]

Commomucaltl) of ittassactjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.

1 Sect. 2. To defray the cost of such taking, and for
2 the expense of lowering the grade of any street within
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3 the territory enclosed by the lines of Tremont street
4 Court street, Cambridge street, Joy street, Beacon
5 street, and Park street, the city of Boston may borrow
G money, which amount shall not be included within the
7 limit of debt established by law: provided, however,
8 that if any building be built on the land so taken, the
9 proportion of the cost of the land covered by said build-

10 ing shall be estimated as within the said limit of debt,
11 at and from the expiration of one year after such build-
-12 ing is occupied by said city or county.

1 Sect. 3. The commissioners on the state house ex-
-2 tension shall be authorized to take any portion of the
3 land acquired by the city under the act which shall be
4 deemed necessary for the use of the Commonwealth,
5 paying the city the actual cost of such land. In case
6 that any part of Bowdoin, Temple, Mount Yernon or
7 Beacon streets is discontinued, the said commissioners
8 may purchase such land from the city of Boston, at a
9 price to be established in the same manner as if such

10 land were private property.

1 Sect. 4. Said commissioners may waive, in behalf
2 of the Commonwealth, all claims for grade damages to
3 the land owned by the Commonwealth, and may assent
4 to any betterments which would have been assessed upon
5 such land if in private ownership : provided, however,
6 that such damages or betterments shall arise from
7 changes of grade or street widenings which have beenO O

8 approved in writing by said board of commissioners.

1 Sect. 5. Said city shall, within sixty days from the
2 time that it shall take any lands under the right of
3 eminent domain, cause to be recorded in the office of
4 the register of deeds for the county of Suffolk a descrip-



1894.] 3HOUSE —No. 138

5 tion of the land so taken, as certain as is required in a
6 common conveyance of land, and a statement that the
7 same were taken under the authority of this act; said
8 description and statement to be signed by the mayor of
9 said city of Boston.

1 Sect. 6. The city, upon taking any such lands under
2 the right of eminent domain, shall pay all damages sns-
-3 tained by any person in his property by such taking,
4 the same to be agreed upon by the mayor of said city
5 and the person damaged; and if the mayor of said city
6 and the person whose property is taken cannot agree
7 upon such damages, they shall be assessed by a jury
8 of the superior court on petition of the mayor of said
9 city or said person, in the same manner and under the

10 same rules as damages for property taken in laying out
11 highways in said city are determined.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




