
HOUSE No. 139.

[Bill accompanying petition of the Real Estate Exchange and Auction
Board of Boston that said city may be required to build a building
for the Registry of Deeds. Cities.]

AN ACT
To authorize the City of Boston to take and hold Land, and

to construct thereon a Fire-proof Building for the Reg-
istry of Deeds and the Probate and Insolvency Court with
its offices, for the County of Suffolk.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of liepresentatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. The governor with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council shall without unnecessary delay after
3 this act takes effect appoint a board of three commission-
-4 ers, who shall thereupon proceed, and are hereby
5 authorized to select and take in the name and behalf of
6 the city of Boston, by purchase or otherwise, such land
7 as may in the judgment of said commissioners be
8 requisite for the erection thereon of a fire-proof building,

Commomocoltl) of iUaseacljusctte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.



2 Feb.CITY OF BOSTON.

9 to stand entirely apart from other buildings, to be used
10 for a registry of deeds and a probate and insolvency
11 court with its offices, for the county of Suffolk, and other
12 purposes incidental thereto.

1 Sect. 2. Said commissioners shall within thirty
2 days after selecting such land file in the registry of deeds

3 for the county of Suffolk, and cause to be recorded, a
4 description of the land so taken as certain as is required
5 in a common conveyance of land, with a statement of the
6 purpose for which it is taken, which description and
7 statement shall be signed by said commissioners or a
8 majority of them, and the fee of the land so taken or
9 purchased shall vest in the city of Boston. Said city

10 shall be liable to pay all damages that shall be sustained
11 by any person or persons by reason of the taking of such
12 land as aforesaid. Such damages to be ascertained and
13 determined in the manner provided for ascertaining and
14 determining damages in case of the laying out, altering,
15 or discontinuing of ways within the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the city of Boston,
2 acting by and through said commissioners, to erect
3 within a reasonable time upon the land so selected by
4 them and taken or purchased by virtue of this act a suit-
-5 able fire-proof building, as near as may be, to stand
6 apart from all other buildings, for the use of the regis-
-7 try of deeds and the probate and insolvency court with
8 its offices, for the county of Suffolk, and for other pur-
-9 poses incidental thereto, and properly fit up and furnish

10 the interior of said building for such uses and purposes.
11 But work upon the same shall not be commenced until
12 full plans shall have been prepared, aud after being duly
13 advertised, proposals for doing the work shall have been
14 received from responsible persons, and contracts have
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15 been entered into with satisfactory guarantees for their
16 performance. The said commissioners shall not expend
17 or contract to expend more than five hundred thousand
18 dollars in addition to the cost of the land unless such
19 excess of expenditure shall first have been authorized
20 by the city council of Boston.

1 Sect. 4. Said board of commissioners shall remain in
2 existence a sufficient time to accomplish the purposes of
3 this act, and any vacancy occurring therein shall be filled by
4 appointment of the governor with the advice and consent
sof the council. Said board shall semi-annually, and
6 whenever required by the governor or the city council
7 of said city, make and present in writing a particular
8 report and a statement of all their acts and proceedings
9 and of the condition and progress of the work. They

10 shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by the
11 governor with the advice and consent of the council, and
12 shall not be individually interested either directly or
13 indirectly in the work directed by this act.

1 Sect. 5. For the purpose of defraying all costs for
2 land taken or purchased, and for constructing, fitting up
3 and furnishing said building, and for other expenses
4 legally incurred under this act, said city of Boston is
5 authorized to issue its bonds or certificates of indebted-
6 ness outside its debt limit as now allowed by law, to be
7 known as the “ Suffolk county registry of deeds and
8 probate and insolvency court loan,” to be payable at
9 such time or times, not exceeding fifty years in all, and

10 at such rate of interest, as the city council of said city
11 may determine. Said city may make payable annually
12 a fixed proportion of the principal of said bonds or cer-
-13 tificates. Said city shall annually raise by taxation the
14 amount required to meet such interest and the proportion
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15 of the principal payable annually. The sinking funds
16 of any loans of said city may be invested in said bonds
17 or certificates.

1 Sect. 6. Section one of chapter one hundi’ed and
2 twenty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 eighty-six is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


