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[Bill accompanying petition of the Second Nationalist Club of Boston.
Liquor Law

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.

AN ACT
To Regulate the Manufacture and Sale of Intoxi-

cating Liquors.
and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

it enacted by the Senah
neral Court assembled,

folk

1 Section 1. That on and after the first day of
2 May, in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-3 four, the manufacture, sale, barter or exchange,
4 or the keeping or offering for sale, barter, trade
5 or exchange within this State of any spirituous,
6 malt, vinous, fermented or other intoxicating
7 liquors or any compound or mixtures thereof by
8 whatever name called which will produce intoxi-
-9 cation, by any person, business firm, corporation

10 or association, shall be regulated and conducted
11 as provided in this act.
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2 consent of the council, shall within thirty days
3 from the approval of this act appoint a liquor
4 commission, to consist of three persons believed
5 by him to be abstainers from intoxicants, one to
6 hold office for three years, one for two years, and
7 one for one year from the first day of May,
8 eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and shall, an-
9 nually, after the current year appoint one com-

-10 missioner to hold office for three years from
11 the first day of May succeeding his appointment,
12 and designate annually one commissioner to
13 be chairman for one year from the first day of
14 May in that year. The original commission shall
15 consist of one member of each of the three poli-
-16 tical parties casting the highest number of votes
17 for governor at the last preceding annual election
18 of that officer, and if at the time of any appoint-
-19 ment of a commissioner there shall have been
20 three political parties voting for candidates for
21 governor at such last preceding election, whether
22 nominated by convention or nomination papers,
23 no person shall be appointed commissioner who
24 belongs to the same political party as either of his
25 associates on the commission was appointed to
26 represent. Said commissioners shall hold office
27 until their successors are chosen and qualified.
28 Vacancies shall be filled in the manner of the
29 original appointment, and any commissioner may
30 be summarily removed by the governor and
31 council. The salary of the chairman shall be
32 three thousand dollars per annum, and the salary

1 Sect. 2. The governor, with the advice and
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33 of the other members two thousand five hundred
34 dollars per annum, payable at the same time and
35 in the same manner as is provided for the pay-
-36 ment of salaries of state officers. The chairman
37' of said commission shall have his place of busi-
-38 ness in the city of Boston in this state. He shall
39 be allowed a bookkeeper who shall be paid in
40 the same manner a salarly of one thousand two
41 hundred dollars and such other assistants as in
42 the opinion of the commission may be deemed
43 necessary.

1 Sect. 3. The chairman of the commission,
2 who shall be termed the state liquor manager,
3 shall receive, hold, disburse and account for all
4 moneys coming into the hands of the commission,
5 and be responsible therefor, and keep full and ac-
-6 curate books of account of all the accounts,
7 finances and business transactions of the com-
-8 mission. He shall give a bond to the State with
9 sureties to be approved by the governor and coun-

10 cil, conditioned upon the faithful performance of
11 his duties, for such sum as the governor and conn-
-12 cil may determine, not less than one hundred
13 thousand dollars. The state liquor manager shall
14 deposit all amounts received by him from sales to
15 local dispensers or others, with the state treas-
-16 urer under such rules as may be made by the state
17 commission to insure the faithful return of the
18 same, and the state treasurer shall keep a separate
19 account with said fund from which the state
20 liquor manager shall draw from time to time upon
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21 warrants duly approved by the chairman of said
commission, the amounts necessary to pay the ex-

penses incurred in conducting the business. All
rules and regulations governing said commission
in the purchase of intoxicating liquors, or in the
performance of any of the duties of the officers
where the same are not provided for by law, shall
be prescribed by the state commission. The state
liquor manager shall under such rules and regula-
tions as may be made by the state commission
purchase all intoxicating liquors for lawful sales
in this state, and furnish the same to such persons
as may be designated as dispensers thereof, to be
sold as hereafter prescribed in this act. He shall
not furnish to the local dispensers or sell to others
any intoxicating or fermented liquors except such
as have been tested by the chemist of Harvard
University, and declared to be pure and unadul-
terated: provided, that said state commission
shall have authority to appoint such assistants as
they may find necessary to assist the chemist of
Harvard University in making the analysis re-

quired by this act, and the said state commission
may fix such reasonable compensation, if any, as
they may deem proper for the services rendered
by such chemists or such assistants.
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1 Sect. 4. All sales shall be made for cash at

2 prices established by the liquor commission, who
3 shall from time to time furnish schedules of prices
4 to the local agents. The prices shall be fixed by
5 the commission as nearly as possible consistently
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6 with making even change to cover in each city or
7 town the cost to the commission of the liquors
8 sold there and the expenses of sales there by the
9 local agents, together with such fair assessment as

10 shall be required to pay the expenses and salaries
11 of the commission and its agents, and of the busi-
-12 ness of the commission. Bat no profit shall inure
13 to the state or to any individual from sales of
14 liquors made under the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. In all purchases or sales of intoxicat-
2 ing liquors made by said liquor manager or others,
3 as contemplated in this act, the liquor manager
4 shall cause a certificate to be attached to each and
5 every package containing said liquors when the
6 same is shipped out of the state, or to him from
7 the place of purchase, or by him to the local dis-
-8 pensers, or from the place of purchase to the local
9 dispensers, or others, certified by his official sig-

10 nature and seal, which certificate shall state that
11 liquors contained in said packages have been pur-
-12 chased by him for sale within the state of Massa-
-13 chusetts, or to be shipped out of the state under
14 the laws of said state; and without such certifi-
-15 cate any package containing liquors which shall
16 be shipped out of the state, or shipped from place
17 to place within the state, or delivered to the con-
-18 signee by any railroad, express company or other
19 common carrier, or to be found in the possession
20 of any common carrier, shall be regarded as con-

-21 traband, and may be seized without warrant for
22 confiscation, and such common carrier shall be
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23 liable to a penalty of five hundred dollars for each
4

24 offence, to be recovered against said common car-
-25 rier in any court ofcompetent jurisdiction by sum-
-26 mons and complaint, proceedings to be instituted
27 by the county attorney, with whom evidence may
28 be lodged by any officer or citizen having knowl-
-29 edge or information of the violation, and any per-
-30 son attaching or using such certificate without the
31 authority of the state liquor manager, or any coun-
-32 terfeit certificate, for the purpose of securing the
33 transportation of any intoxicating liquors out of,
34 or within this state, in violation of law, shall, upon
35 conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not
36 less than five hundred dollars and imprisonment
37 in the penitentiary for not less than one year for
38 each offence.

1 Sect. 6. The liquor commission shall appoint
2 from time to time trustworthy persons to be local
3 liquor agents, enough in number to sell liquors at
4 the places established by the commission, who
5 shall hold office at the pleasure of the commission
6 and be paid by them fixed salaries or per diem
7 wages to be established by the commission, in no
8 way dependent upon the amount of sales.

1 Sect. 7. Sales of liquor at retail shall be
2 made by the local agent at the places provided
3 during the periods for which the cities or towns
4 in which they may be located shall have voted
5 “Yes.” For any sale or sales contrary to law
6 a local liquor agent shall on conviction pay a
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7 penalty of not less than fifty nor more than one
8 hundred dollars, and shall, if the offence shall
9 appear to be intentional, be forever disqualified

10 from acting as local liquor agent.

1 Sect. 8. The liquor commission shall open a
2 place in the city of Boston for the storage of such
3 liquors as they shall need to keep on hand and for
4 the distribution thereof, and for the general busi-
5 ness carried on by them for the state. They may
6 establish one, and if necessary more than one,

7 local dispensary in any county, town or city, pro-
8 vided no objection be made by the citizens
9 thereof, but if there be objection made against

10 such establishment, then the following course may
11 be pursued: Upon petition signed by one-fourth
12 the qualified voters of such county, town or city
13 wishing a dispensary therein being filed with the
14 county commissioners, or town, or city council,
15 respectively, they .shall order an election sub-
16 mitting the question of “dispensary” or “no
17 dispensary ” to the qualified voters of such county,
18 town or city, and shall prescribe the rules, regula-
19 tions, returns, ballots and notice of such election,
20 and shall declare the result; and if a majority of
21 the ballots cast be found and declared to be for a

22 dispensary, then a dispensary shall be established
23 in said county, town or city: provided, that
24 nothing contained in this act shall be so construed
25 as to prohibit persons resident in counties, towns
26 or cities which shall elect to have no dispensary
27 from procuring liquors from dispensaries in other
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28 counties, or the state commission from shipping
29 same to their places of residence under proper
30 labels or certificates.

1 Sect. 9. Local dispensers will exercise their
2 discretion to avoid selling liquor to persons who
3 are addicted to habits of intoxication, and will
4 not sell to a minor unless said minor have a
5 written request from parent or guardian. They
6 shall not sell in quantities of less then one-half
7 pint, and the purchaser shall not open the same
8 on the premises.

1 Sect. 10. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 abridge the right of any person to make wine or

3 cider for his or her own use from grapes or other
4 fruits.

1 Sect. 11. The local dispensers shall, on or
2 before the tenth of each month, send to the state
3 liquor manager complete accounts, and all moneys
4 received from sales of liquors for the preceding
5 month.

1 Sect. 13. All acts or parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 14. This act shall take effect upon its

1 Sect. 12. The sura of three hundred thousand
2 dollars, if so much be necessary, is hereby appro-
-3 priated for the jmrposes of this act.

2 passage.


