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Dmmittee on the Liquor Law

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four

AN ACT
To limit and regulate the sale of Intoxicating Liquor

by Druggists and Apothecaries for Medicinal,
Chemical and Mechanical Purposes.

cied by the Senate and House of Representative ,<

Court assembled, and by the authority of the
7

folk

1 Section 1. No license, except a special drug-
-2 gist’s license, shall be granted hereafter to retail
3 druggists or apothecaries for the sale of spiritu-
-4 ous or intoxicating liquor. One or more special
5 druggists’ licenses may be granted annually in
6 each city or town by the state board of registra-
-7 tion in pharmacy to retail registered pharmacists
8 in active business on their own account, and to

(Hommomucaltt) of illaosadjusctto.
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9 no other persons, if the applicant is a fit person
10 to receive such license, and is not disqualified to
11 receive the same under the provisions of section
12 nine of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Each license issued under the pro-
-2 visions of this act shall be expressed to be subject
3 to the following conditions:
4 First. That the provisions in regard to the
5 nature of the license, and the building in which
6 the business may be carried on under it, shall be
7 strictlv adhered to.
8 Second. That no sale or delivery of spirituous
9 or intoxicating liquor shall be made by the holder

10 of a special druggist’s license between the hours
11 of eleven o’clock at night and six o’clock in the
12 morning, nor during the Lord’s Day, upon Fast
13 Day, Memorial Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving
14 Day or Christmas Da}7

, and when either of these
15 days falls upon Sunday no such sales shall be
16 made on the following day except upon the pre-
17 scription of a physician in the regular practice of
18 his profession; and that no intoxicating liquor
19 shall be sold or delivered to be drank on the
20 premises described in the license.
21 Third. That no liquor except such as is of good
22 standard quality and free from adulteration shall
23 be kept or sold on the premises described in the
24 license; and not more than one quart of distilled
25 liquor shall be sold to any one person during the
26 same twenty-four hours, except that a larger
27 quantity of pure alcohol may be sold for medicinal,
28 mechanical or chemical purposes.
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29 Fourth. That no sale or delivery of spirituous
30 or intoxicating liquor shall be made ou the prem-
-31 ises described in the license to a person known
32 to be a drunkard, to an intoxicated person, or to
33 a person who is known to have been intoxicated
34 within six months next preceding, or to a minor,
35 except on the prescription of a physician in the
36 regular practice of his profession, either for his
37 own use, the use of his parent, or of any other
38 person, or to a person known to have been sup-
-39 ported in whole or in part by public charity, at
40 any time during the twelve months next preceding
41 the date of the license.
42 Fifth. That no sale or delivery of intoxicating
43 liquor of any kind, including pure alcohol and all
44 intoxicating liquors described in section twenty-
-45 seven of chapter one hundred of the Public Stat-
-46 utes, and the acts in amendment thereof, shall be
47 made on the premises described in the license,
48 except as provided for in section seven of this
49 act.
50 Sixth. That the license, or a copy thereof, cer-

-51 tided by the secretary of the board of registration
52 in pharmacy, shall be displayed on the premises,
53 in a conspicuous position where it can easily be
54 read.

1 Sect. 3. Applications for special druggists’
2 licenses may be made to the board of registration
3 in pharmacy during the months of March and
4 April in each year, and said board may receive,
5 investigate and act upon such application, and
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6 grant and issue such licenses during these
7 months, to take effect upon the first day of May
8 next ensuing. Applications may be made, and
9 licenses may be issued under the provisions of

10 this act during other months of the year, but
11 they shall expire on the thirtieth day of April
12 next succeeding their issue, and the fee shall be
13 the same as for a whole year. A notice of an
14 application for a license under the provisions of
15 this act shall be published in some newspaper
16 having a circulation in the town or city where
17 the applicant is doing business for at least ten
18 days before the granting of such license. If be-
-19 fore the expiration of the ten days the board of
20 selectmen, board of aldermen, board of license
21 commissioners, or board of police, or any five
22 legal voters of the town or city in which the ap-
-23 plicant is doing business shall file with said board
24 of registration in pharmacy an objection in
25 writing to the granting of such license, the said
26 board shall not grant* such license until it has
27 caused a hearing to be had in the town or city
28 where the premises described in the application
29 are situated before one of its members, or before
30 an inspector in pharmacy especially appointed for
31 the purpose, and any license granted contrary to
32 the provisions of this section shall be null and
33 void. Due notice shall be given to the applicant,
34 the persons who filed the objection, and to the
35 board of aldermen, license commissioners, board
36 of police, or board of selectmen of the town or

37 city where the premises of the applicant are situ-
-38 ated, of the hearing herein provided for.
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1 Sect. 4. All applicants for licenses under the
2 provisions of this act shall pay to the clerk of the
3 board of registration in pharmacy at the time of
4 filing his application the sum of two dollars to
5 defray the cost of publishing the notice of such
6 application. ISTo license shall be issued under the
7 provisions of this act until the applicant has paid
8 the license fee of ten dollars to the clerk of said
9 board of registration in pharmacy. All money

10 received by said clerk as license fees shall be paid
11 over to the treasurer of the Commonwealth at
12 the end of each month.

1 Sect. 5. The board of registration in phar-
2 macy may recommend to the governor of the
3 Commonwealth one or more competent persons
4 for appointment as inspectors in pharmacy, and
5 if the governor is satisfied that the person or per-
-6 sons so recommended are suitable and well quali-
-7 fied to perform the duties required of them he
8 shall, with the advice and consent of the council,
9 appoint them inspectors in pharmacy, and they

10 shall then have and exercise all the constabulary
11 powers of members of the district police force in
12 respect to the proper enforcement of this act, and
13 of chapter three hundred and thirteen of the acts
14 of the year eighteen hundred and eight-five.
15 Said inspectors in pharmacy shall do and perform
16 all acts and duties required of them by the board
17 of registration in pharmacy. It shall be the
18 especial duty of such inspectors to investigate all
19 complaints made to the board of registration in
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20 pharmacy of violations of this act and of chapter
21 three hundred and thirteen of the acts of the
22 year eighteen hundred and eighty-five. Said in-
-23 spectors in pharmacy shall have the right at all
24 times to enter upon the premises of any regis-
-25 tered pharmacist and examine the same and all
26 books of registration and prescriptions there
27 kept for the purpose of ascertaining if the pro-
-28 visions of this act and of chapter three hundred
29 and thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen
30 hundred and eighty-five are being complied with.
31 Whenever the board of registration in pharmacy
32 or any inspector in pharmacy shall have evidence
33 that any person has violated any of the provis-
-34 ions of either of the acts above referred to, it
35 shall be its or his duty to prosecute the offender
36 to final judgment in the court having jurisdiction
37 of the place in which the offence is committed.

1 Sect. 6. The salary of each member of the
2 board of registration in pharmacy shall be five
3 dollars per diem for each day’s service actually
4 rendered in the performance of the duties re-

-5 quired by this act, and all necessary travelling
6 expenses. The salary of an inspector in phar-
-7 raacy shall be twelve hundred dollars per annum,
8 and actual and necessary travelling expenses.
9 Said salaries and travelling expenses shall be paid

10 out of the treasury of the Commonwealth in the
11 manner now provided for the payment of salaries
12 and expenses under chapter three hundred and
13 thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
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14 and eighty-five: provided, however, that no larger
15 sum shall be paid in any one year on this a'ccount
16 than is received by the treasurer of the Common-
-17 wealth on account of license fees and fines under
18 the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 7. A book shall be kept by every per-
-2 son holding a special druggist’s license, in which
3 he shall enter at the time of every sale of intoxi-
-4 eating liquor, when not made on the prescription
5 of a physician in the regular practice of his pro-
-6 fession, the name of the purchaser, the kind,
7 quantity and price of said liquor, the purpose for
8 which sold, which said purpose shall be either of
9 a medicinal, chemical or mechanical nature, and

10 the residence by street and number, if there be
11 such, of said purchaser.

1 Sect. 8. The book and prescriptions before
2 provided for or referred to shall at all times be
3 open in the city of Boston to the inspection of
4 the board of police, or any officer authorized by
5 said board, and in all the cities and towns of the
6 Commonwealth to the inspection of the mayor
7 and aldermen, board of license commissioners,
8 selectmen, overseers of the poor, sheriffs, con-
-9 stables, police officers and justices of the peace.

1 Sect. 9. Any person making or issuing a
2 false or fraudulent prescription named in section
3 two of this act may be prosecuted therefor, and
4 upon conviction shall be fined twenty dollars.
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5 Any person holding a special druggist’s license
6 who fails to enter in the book required to be kept
7 in section seven of this act any sale of intoxicating
8 liquor made by him in all cases where said sale
9 appears to be otherwise legal shall be fined twenty

10 dollars for each offence. Any person holding
11 a special druggist’s license who violates any pro-
-12 vision of this act, except as provided for in the
13 first danse of this section, shall be punished by a
IT fine of one hundred dollars, and his special drug-
-15 gist’s license shall thereupon become void, and he
16 shall be disqualified to receive another such license
17 for a period of one year from the date of his con-
-18 viction; and for a second such offence he shall be
19 punished by a fine of one hundred dollars, and in
20 addition thereto the board of registration in phar-
-21 macy shall revoke the registration in pharmacy of
22 the person so convicted, and shall not grant him
23 another such registration nor permit him to carry
21 on the busine*ss of a retail druggist or apothecary
25 during a period of not less than one year from the
26 date of such conviction. All fines imposed under
27 the provisions of this act, in cases begun upon
28 the complaint of the officers of the board of reg-
-29 istration in pharmacy, shall be paid over as soon
30 as collected to the treasurer of the Commonwealth
31 for the use of the board of registration in phar-
-32 macy in enforcing the provisions of this act.
33 Any clerk or agent who violates any provision of
31 this act shall be fined not less than fifty nor more
35 than one hundred dollars for each offence.
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1 Sect. 10. Nothing herein contained shall be
2 construed as relieving the local police authorities
3 from any duty now imposed upon them by law,
4 to the end of preventing illegal sales of intoxi-
-5 eating liquors by druggists and apothecaries.

1 Sect. 11. The board of registration in phar-
-2 macy shall incorporate in its annual report to the
3 governor of the Commonwealth a full report of
4 its doings under the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 12. The term “ physician in the regular
2 practice of his profession ” shall, within the mean-

-3 ing of this act, apply only to graduates of recog-
-4 nized medical colleges.

1 Sect. 13. All acts and parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent with the provisions of this act are hereby
3 repealed.

1 Sect. 14. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of July, eighteen hundred and ninety-four.








