
HOUSE ..... No. 278.

[Resolve accompanying petition of Frank K. Foster and other’s. Con
stitutional Amendments,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.
<

RESOLVE

Providing for an Amendment to the Constitution Relating
to Legislation by Direct Vote of the Voters.

1 Resolved, That it is expedient to alter the constitution
2 of the Commonwealth by the adoption of the subjoined
3 article of amendment; and that the said article, being
4 agreed to by a majority of the senators, and two-thirds
5 of the house of representatives present and voting
6 thereon, be entered on the journals of both houses, with
7 the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to the
8 general court next to be chosen ; and that the said article
9 be published, to the end that, if agreed to in the manner

10 provided by the constitution, by the general court next
11 to be chosen, it may lie submitted to the people for their
12 approval and ratification, in order that it may become a
13 part of the constitution of the Commonwealth.
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ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

1 Sect. 1. The right to propose amendments to the
2 constitution, and to propose laws applying to the Com-
3 monwealth at large, in addition to being vested in the
4 general court, shall he vested in the voters of the Com-
-5 monwealth. The right to propose ordinances which it
6 would he within the power of a particular city to enact,
7 shall, in addition to being vested in the city council of
8 such city, also be vested in the voters of such city.

1 Sect. 2. The right to approve or reject proposed
2 amendments to the constitution, and to approve or reject
3 proposed laws applying to the Commonwealth at large,
4 in addition to being vested in the general court shall be
5 vested in a majority of the voters of the Commonwealth.
6 The right to approve or reject proposed city ordinances,
7 which it would be within the power of a particular city
8 to enact, shall, in addition to being vested in the city
9 council of such city, be vested in a majority of the voters

10 of such city.

demand a submission to the1 Sect. 3. The right tc
amendments to the constitu-2 direct vote of the voters of

applying to the Common-3 tion, and of proposed law
4 wealth at large, shall be vested in such proportion of the
5 voters thereof, under ten per cent, of the total number,
6 as may be hereafter determined by law; and in case of
7 city ordinances, with such proportion of the voters of
8 such city, under ten per cent, of the total number, as
9 may be hereafter determined by law, or by ordinance of

10 such city. Such percentage shall be computed upon the

11 number of voters voting at the last regular election im-
-12 mediately preceding the filing of such demand.

1 Sect. 4. All demands for such submission to direct
2 vote of the voters shall be written or printed, and shall
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3 contain the full text of the proposed constitutional
4 amendment, law or ordinance. Such demands shall be
5 signed by the voters making the same and shall state ad-
-6 jacent to each signature the place in which such person is
7 a voter, and at least ten of the persons signing the same,
8 in each county where signatures are obtained, shall make
9 oath that they are themselves duly qualified voters in the

10 places stated adjacent to their respective signatures and
11 believe that all the other persons signing such demand
12 and voters in the same county as themselves are also
13 duly qualified voters as therein stated. Such demands
14 shall, in case of constitutional amendments and laws ap-
-15 plying to the Commonwealth at large, be filed with the
16 secretary of the Commonwealth, and, in case of city or-
-17 dinances, with the city clerk of such city.

1 Sect. 5. When a demand for the submission of a

2 proposed constitutional amendment, law or ordinance has
3 been duly filed with the proper officer, he shall cause the
4 same to be submitted in such manner as may be deter-
-5 mined by law to a direct vote of the voters at the first
6 regular election held after the expiration of thirty days
7 from the filing of such demand; provided, that nothing
8 contained in this section shall be held to require the sub-
-9 mission of any law or ordinance proposed by the voteis

10 under the provisions of this article, which shall have
11 been enacted without change or amendment therein by a
12 competent legislative body, and which shall have become
13 law at least thirty days prior to the first regular election
14 at which the same might legally be submitted to direct
15 vote of the voters.

1 Sect. 6. When a demand for the submission of
2 proposed law or ordinance is duly filed with the proper
3 officer, he shall if the legislative body competent to enact
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4 such proposed law or ordinance be in session, or if it
5 shall be convened before such proposed law or ordinance
6 can be legally submitted to a direct vote of the voters,
7 forthwith present such proposed law or ordinance to such
8 body by filing with the clerk thereof, or, if there is more
9 than one branch then with the clerk of each branch

10 thereof, a duly certified copy of the proposed law or
11 ordinance, and the demand for the submission of the same
12 on file in his office, together with a statement of the
13 number of signatures appended thereto, and thereupon
14 such proposed law or ordinance shall take precedence in
15 such body overall matters or measures introduced therein
16 by members thereof; and if such proposed law or ordi-
-17 nance be not passed by such body, and duly made law,
18 at least thirty days prior to the holding of the first
19 election at which it may legally be submitted to a vote
20 of the voters, the officer with whom the same may have
21 been filed shall submit the same to a direct vote of the
22 voters according to the provisions of this article

1 Sect. 7. In case any legislative body shall alter or
2 amend, before passing the same, any measure submitted
3 to such body under the provisions of the preceding
4 section, then, the measure as proposed by the demand
5 filed, and the measure as amended or altered by such
6 body, shall both be submitted to a direct vote of the
7 voters, under the provisions of this article. The measure
8 as proposed by the demand shall be stated by its title
9 and shall be designated as “ Form A.”; the measure as

10 proposed by the legislative body shall be stated by its
11 title, and shall be designated as “Form B.” Below
12 shall be added the statements : I vote for Form A. I vote
13 for Form B. I vote against both. Proper provisions shall
14 be made for the voter to express his preference of these
15 statements. If a measure receive an affirmative majority
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16 of the votes cast upon such measures, it shall become

17 a law. But if both such measures receive an affirmative
18 majority of the votes cast for and against the same, the
19 one receiving the larger affirmative majority shall become
20 law, and the other shall be deemed to have been rejected.

1 Sect. 8. The general court shall have no power to
2 enact a law which shall in any manner alter, modify,
3 repeal or render nugatory laws which have been enacted
4 by a direct vote of the voters of the whole Common-
5 wealth under the provisions of this article, except by
6 vote of two-thirds,of the senators and two-thirds of the
7 members of the house of representatives present and
8 voting thereon, and a city council shall have no power to
9 enact an ordinance which shall in any manner alter,

10 modify, repeal or render nugatory ordinances which
11 have been similarly enacted by a direct vote of the
12 voters of such city under the provisions of this article,
13 except by vote of two-thirds of the members of each
14 branch of the city council present and voting thereon.

1 Sect. 9. All proposed constitutional amendments,
2 laws and ordinances submitted to the direct vote of the
3 voters under the provisions of this article and approved
4 and ratified by a majority of the voters voting thereon,
5 shall, unless otherwise provided therein, take effect
6 immediately upon the filing with the proper officers of
7 the result of the canvass of the ballots cast for and
8 against the same, and shall, thereafter, in the case of a
9 constitutional amendment, have the same force as other

10 parts of the constitution, and in the case of a law or
11 ordinance, have the same force as if enacted by the
12 general court, or by the city council of the city to which
13 it applies and approved by the proper officer.
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1 Sect. 10. The general court, or any city council,
2 may, by resolution, provide for the submission to a
3 direct vote of the voters, of any measure introduced in
4 it, pending before it or enacted by it, and immediately
5 upon the passage of any such resolution for submission,
6 it shall become the duty of the clerk of the branch in
7 which such resolution was last adopted to forthwith file
8 the same with the proper officer for receiving demands
9 for the submission of like measures when filed by voters,

10 by depositing in the office of such officer duly certified
11 copies of such measure, and of the resolution of sub-
-12 mission relating thereto; and thereupon it shall become
13 the duty of such officer, with whom such papers are filed
14 to cause such measure to be submitted to a direct vote of
15 the voters, in the same manner as is provided in this
16 article for the submission of measures upon a demand
17 filed by voters.

1 Sect. 11. The word “ voters ” where used in this ar-
2 tide shall mean persons who are qualified to vote for
3 governor of the Commonwealth. The word “law”
4 where used in this article shall mean and include laws,
5 orders, statutes and resolves, and any measure which it
6 is within the power of the general court to enact, or give
7 the force and effect of law. The word “ordinances”
8 where used in this article shall mean and include ordi-
-9 nances, by-laws, orders, resolves and any measure which

10 it is within the power of a city council to enact, or to
11 give the force and effect of a law.

1 Sect. 12. Any provisions of the constitution incon-

-2 sistent with the provisions of this article are hereby an-

nulled.






