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House, N

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.

AN ACT
To abolish Fast Day and to establish a Legal Holiday to be

called “ Puritans’ Day.”

Whereas, Those who founded our Commonwealth had
the purpose to build a state whose people should rule
themselves ; where every man might find security of person,
property and liberties in just laws; where each should have
freedom of conscience, speech and religion, and each man
be equal to the other under the law; and looked to the
teaching of the people through common schools, and to the
practice of morality and righteousness for the maintenance
of that state:

And they kept and fulfille
vation and distress, through
and made our Commonwealth

1 that purpose, through pri-
peril, and against great odds;

And since it is fitting that
high and noble aims, their lot

we should call to mind their
haracter, and the steadfast

faith and fortitude with which they did their work
And it is for the good of the Commonwealth that the

Commcmrucalth of illassachusctts.

people should often recur to the principles they observe 1
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iober and orderly behavior
morality and righteousnes

if justice, frugality, indus-
try, morality and righteousness, which are the strength of

Section 1. The first Thursday in April in each year
is hereby made a legal p
and purposes, in the same
Christmas days, the twenty

thirtieth day of May, and
the first Monday of Septe
holidays, and shall be called “ puritans’ day

Sect. 2. A portion of the day preceding such first
Thursday in April in each year shall be devoted, in all
the public schools in the Commonwealth, to exercises
relating to the history, purposes or principles of those
who settled and founded the Commonwealth.

Sect. 3. Fast day, so called, is hereby abolished.

Sect. 4. All laws relating to the observance of fast
day as a public holiday are hereby repealed.

Sect. 5. Section thirty-four of chapter two of the
Public Statutes is hereby amended in the second line
thereof by striking out the word “ fast.” Section eight
of chapter seventy-seven of the Public Statutes is hereby
amended in the second line thereof by striking out the
words “on a fast.” Section four of chapter one hun-
dred and sixty of the Public Statutes is hereby amended
in the second line thereof by striking out the word “ fast.”
Chapter forty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen him-

iblic holiday, to all intents
manner as thanksgiving and
-second day of February, the
the fourth day of July, and
nber are now by law made
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10 dred and eighty-two is hereby amended in the third line
11 thereof by striking out the word “fast.” Section one
12 of chapter two hundred and sixty-three of the acts of
13 the year eighteen hundred and eighty-seven is hereby
14 amended in the fifth line thereof by striking out the
15 word “ fast.”

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage




