
HOUSE No. 739.

House of Representatives, April 16, 1894,

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the report of the Commissioner of Public Records relating to
public records, and duties of officers of cities and towns,
report, in part, the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

J. L. GILLINGHAM.

(Hommomomltl) of ittassacljusctts.
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Year One T Eight Hundred and Ninetj’-fc

AN ACT
In relation to the Public Records of Cities and

Towns, and the Duties of Certain City and Town
Officers.

i by the B nd House of HepBe it
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of th
same , as folic

1 Section 1. City governments and selectmen
2 shall provide at the expense of their respective
8 cities and towns fire-proof rooms, vaults or safes
4 of ample size for the preservation of all records
5 belonging to such cities or towns, and the clerk
6 of each city and town, except as otherwise pro-
-7 vided, shall keep in such fire-proof rooms, vaults
8 or safes all such records at all times except when
9 they are wanted for use.

1 Sect. 2. The records of every city or town
2 shall be open for public inspection and examina-
-3 tion under the supervision of the officer having
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4 the custody of the same, or of some person duly
5 authorized by him to exhibit them, and said offi-
-6 cer shall be entitled to the same fees for copies of
7 said records certified by him as registers of deeds
8 are by law entitled for copies of the records con-

9 tained in their registries.

1 Sect. 3. The word “records” shall mean and
2 include all entries made in books of public record
3 or registry duly attested by the person required
4 to keep the said records, all copies of the same
5 made by order of a city or town, and all papers
6 which are required to be filed with any city or
7 town officer or board of officers.

1 Sect. 4. City governments and selectmen
2 shall have all books of public record belonging
3 to their respective cities or towns substantially
4 bound. When any of said records are becoming

5 worn, mutilated or illegible they shall have the
6 same seasonably renovated and repaired, and shall
7 have fair and legible copies thereof seasonably
8 made, and also of all records of births, marriages,
9 intentions of marriage, and deaths recorded in

10 each city and town prior to the year eighteen
11 hundred and forty-four.

1 Sect. 5. The persons employed by county
2 commissioners, city governments or selectmen to
3 make authorized copies of any records, and who
4 transcribe the same under the provisions of this
5 act or of chapter thirty-seven of the Public Stat-
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6 utes, shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of
7 their duties, and shall certify the copies made by
8 them as aforesaid. Any such authorized copies
9 heretofore made shall be compared with the origi-

10 nals and certified under oath by the copyist or by
11 any person employed by said county commission-
-12 ers, city governments or selectmen for that pur-
-18 pose.

1 Sect. 6. All records of a city or town which
2 are incomplete shall be made up and completed
3 from the files and memoranda, as far as possible,
1 by the city or towr n clerk, or by the secretary or
5 clerk of the board or department to which said
6 records respectively belong.

1 Sect. 7. The selectmen of every town shall
2 provide an office for the use of the town clerk, and
3 shall also provide a bulletin board with the name

4 of the town, followed by the words “ town clerk’s
5 office,” in plain characters thereon, with sufficient
6 board-surface immediately below for posting
7 thereon the legal notices required by law to be
8 posted in towns; and such bulletin board shall be
9 placed and kept on or near the outside door of the

10 building in wffiich is located the office of the town
11 clerk; and such bulletin board shall be one of the
12 public places upon which any legal notice may be
13 posted.

1 Sect. 8. The city clerk in a city and the
2 selectmen in a town shall cause all books, reports,
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3 decisions and laws furnished by the Comraon-
-4 wealth to cities and towns, except when placed
5 in a public library, as provided in section eleven
6 of chapter forty of the Public Statutes, to be kept
7 in their respective offices, or in such other safe
8 and convenient place, and under their control, as

9 shall be designated by them; and at all times
10 when the same are not in use they shall be kept
11 in the bookcases provided therefor.

1 Sect. 9. Every city and town for each month
2 it neglects or refuses to perform any duty re-
-3 quired by this act to be performed shall forfeit
4 twenty dollars. Every city or town clerk or other
5 person who neglects or refuses to perform any
6 duty herein required to be performed shall for-
-7 felt for each offence ten dollars.

Sect. 10. All acts and parts of acts inconsist-
-2 ent herewith are hereby repealed.








