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Executive Department , Boston, May 1, 1894.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Eepresentatv.

Section 1 of chapter 425, Acts of 1892, entitled “An
Act to provide for the building of an asylum for the chronic
insane,’’ contains the following clause :

“Said board of trustees, when organized, shall choose a
committee of three of its members, to be known as the
building committee, who shall have the entire charge of the
construction of said hospital buildings, and shall receive such
compensation as the governor and council shall determine,
not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of sixty-five hundred
dollars a year, for a term not exceeding beyond the first day
of July in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-four, which
shall be paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth.”

It will be observed that the period for which, under this
act, compensation is to be allowed by the Governor and
Council to the building committee terminates on the first
day of July, 1894.

At the time of the passage of the act it was doubtless
believed that this date would allow abundant time for the
completion of the buildings contemplated in the act.

It is plain that this belief would not have been realized
even if the original building committee had been left in con-
trol of the work of construction.

Towards the close of last year, however, this original
building committee was removed from office by Governor
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Russell, with the consent of the Council, and by the same
authority a new committee was placed in charge of the work.

The present building committee has found not only much
new work to be undertaken in order to carry out the original
plan of the institution, but that important and costly changes
were imperative in the portion of the work already contracted
for, or in part completed, in order to meet the requirements
of safety from fire and economical and sanitary adminis-
tration.

It is impossible that the labors of the building committee
shall cease before July 1, 1895, or possibly for a longer
period.

It seems to have been the intention of the Legislature that
these labors should not be rendered to the Commonwealth
without compensation, and it is safe to affirm that the present
building committee are not less worthy of compensation for
their services than their predecessors.

It would therefore seem proper that the present Legisla-
ture should extend the time during which compensation may
be allowed by the Governor and Council for at least one
year beyond the time fixed by the Act of 1892.

I therefore recommend that the Legislature enact such
legislation as may under the circumstances seem expedient
and necessary.

FREDERIC T. GREENHALGE.






