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AN ACT
To regulate the Use of Bicycles and Similar Vehicles.

I House of hBe it enacted by the Se f.

and by the authority of thtGeneral Court assembled
tame, as J

without the permit provided1 Section 1. Whoever,
2 for in section three of this t, rides in a public highway,a

ir park, a bicycle or tricyc3 or town way, street, square
4 at a rate of speed exceedin ten miles an hour, or rides

or rides such machine insuch machine on a sidewall
of any city when the samethe streets, squares or park

7 is not provided with a continuously sounding automatic
8 alarm, or rides the same in any public way, square or
9 park, after sunset, whether within or without the limits

10 of a city, when such machine is not provided with such
11 continuously sounding automatic alarm, shall be punished
12 by fine not exceeding twenty dollars for each oflTonco, and

Commonwealth of iltassacljusctts.
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13 shall be further liable for all damages occasioned to any
14 person by such unlawful act.

1 Sect. 2. The term “ sidewalk,” as used in this act,
2 shall mean any sidewalk laid out as such by a city, town
3 or fire district, and any walk in a city or village which
4 is reserved by custom for the use of pedestrians, or
5 which has been specially prepared for their use. It
6 shall not include footpaths on portions of public ways
7 lying outside of the thickly settled parts of cities and
8 towns which are worn only by travel and are not im-
-9 proved by such cities or towns or by abutters.

10 The terms “bicycle’’and “ tricycle,” as used in this
11 act, shall be deemed to include all vehicles propelled by
12 the person riding the same, by foot or hand power.
13 The terms “ park” and “ square,” as used in this act,
14 shall not include any spaces under the control of park
15 commissioners, or of a park board or a special park
16 department of a town or city having power to make
17 regulations relative to such spaces, and this act shall not
18 in any way abridge the powers of such commissioners,
19 board or department.

1 Sect. 3. The mayor of a city or selectmen of a town
2 may in their discretion, upon any special occasion, grant
3 permits to any person or persons to ride such machines,
4 during a specified time, upon specified portions of the

5 public ways of such city or town, at any rate of speed;
6 and may annex such other reasonable conditions to such
7 permits as they shall deem proper. The city council of

8 a city and the selectmen of a town may also, under such
9 conditions as they deem proper, permit the use of

10 velocipedes or other similar machines by children on any
11 sidewalk in any public way, square or park in such city
12 or town.
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1 Sect. 4. Proceedings for the enforcement of the
2 penalties imposed by this act shall be instituted within
3 sixty days from the time the offence is committed.

1 Sect. 5. No city or town shall have any power to
2 make any ordinance, by-law or regulation respecting the
3 use of bicycles or tricycles, except as provided in section
4 three of this act; and, except as provided in said section
5 three, no ordinance, by-law or regulation heretofore or
6 hereafter made by a city or town in respect to bicycles
7 or tricycles shall have any force or effect.

House of Representatives, May 21, 1894.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence

EDWARD A. McLAUGHLIN, Olerk




