
SENATE No. 143.

Senate, March 14, 1894.

The committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the annual report of the trustees of State Farm
at Bridgewater, report, in part, the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

E. B. HAKYEY.
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9. [Mar.TERM OF IMPRISONMENT.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.

AN ACT
Authorizing a Deduction from the Term of Imprisonment of

Prisoners at the State Farm.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of tin
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty of chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 two of the Public Statutes is hereby amended, in the
3 twenty-sixth line, after the words “ by the trustees of
4 said workhouse,” by adding the words “ and said trustees
5 may in special trust cases deduct from the term of im-
-6 prisonment of prisoners in the state farm (state work-
-7 house) a portion of such term not exceeding one-third
8 part thereof,” so that the section as amended shall read
9 as follows :

10 Section 20. Every officer in charge of a prison or
11 other place of confinement shall keep a record of the
12 conduct of each prisoner in his custody whose term of
13 imprisonment is not less than four months. Every such
14 prisoner whose record of conduct shows that he has
15 faithfully observed all the rules, and has not been sub-
-16 jected to punishment, shall be entitled to a deduction
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17 from the term of his imprisonment, to be estimated as

18 follows : Upon a sentence of not less than four months
19 and less than one year, one day for each month; upon a
20 sentence of not less than one year and less than three
21 years, three days for each month; upon a sentence of

22 not less than three years and less than five years, four
23 days for each month; upon a sentence of not less than
24 five years and less than ten years, five days for each
25 month; upon a sentence of ten years or more, six days
26 for each month. When a prisoner has two or more
27 sentences, the aggregate of his several sentences shall be
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28 the basis upon which the deduction shall be estimated.
29 Each prisoner who is entitled to a deduction from the
30 term of his imprisonment, as aforesaid, shall receive
31 a written permit to be at liberty during the time thus de-
-32 ducted upon such terms as the board granting the same
33 shall fix. Said permits shall be issued as follows : To
34 prisoners in the house of industry, jail or house of cor-
-35 i-ection of Suffolk county, by the board of directors for
36 public institutions; to prisoners in the other jails and
37 houses of correction, by the county commissioners of the
38 several counties ; to prisoners in the state prison and in
39 the reformatory prison for women, by the commissioners
40 of prisons; to prisoners in the state workhouse, by the
41 trustees of said workhouse; and said trustees may in
42 special trust cases deduct from the term of imprisonment
43 of prisoners in the state farm (state workhouse) a por-
-44 tion of such term not exceeding one-third part thereof,
45 which special deduction shall disentitle such prisoner to
46 the general deduction heretofore mentioned. The board
47 issuing a permit as aforesaid may at any time revoke
48 the same, and shall revoke it when it comes to their
49 knowledge that the person to whom it was granted has
50 been convicted of any offence punishable by imprison-
-51 ment.




