
ENATE No. 186.

Senate, March 27, 1894.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Bill relating to official stenographers of the superior
court (introduced on leave) report that the same ought to
pass.

For the Committee,

FRANCIS W. KITTREDGE.

Commoiupeaitl) o£ iHassadjusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.

AN ACT
Relating to Official Stenographers of the Superior Court.
he it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of th
7,same . as

1 Section 1. The justices of the superior court or a
2 majority of them shall appoint a stenographer for each
3 regular session of said court held for civil business
4 within and for the county of Suffolk, and the steno-
-5 graphers so appointed shall be sworn officers of said
6 coui’t, and those appointed for the sessions with juries
7 shall each x-eceive an annual salary of twenty-five hundred
8 dollars, and those appointed for the sessions without
9 juries shall each receive an annual salary of fifteen hun-

-10 dred dollars, to be paid by said county.

1 Sect. 2. Said stenographers appointed for the
2 sessions of said court with juries shall attend the
3 session for which they are severally appointed, except
4 that when directed by the justice presiding therein they
5 shall serve in any of said sessions as the necessities of the
6 service may require. Said stenographers shall, unless
7 excused therefrom by the presiding justice, take or cause
8 to be taken by their sworn assistants stenographic notes
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9 of all the evidence given at each trial therein, and of the
10 rulings and charge of the presiding justice, and when
11 requested by such justice shall read from such notes in
12 open court any portion of the testimony so taken, and
13 shall furnish such justice when requested a transcript
14 from such notes fully written out of such part of said
15 testimony rulings or charge as may be desired, and upon
16 request shall furnish either party within a reasonable
17 time a like transcript upon payment of ten cents a hun-
-18 dred words for each copy so furnished. In case the pre-
-19 siding justice requests a transcript as aforesaid, the
20 stenographer furnishing the same shall be paid therefor at
21 the same rate by said county upon voucher certified by
22 said justice.

1 Sect. 3. Each stenographer appointed for a session
2 of said court without juries shall attend in said session
3 when requested by the justice presiding therein, with
4 the duties prescribed in section two of this act for steno-
-5 graphers appointed for sessions with juries, and shall
6 render such other clerical assistance to the justices of
7 said court in the discharge of their duties as said justices
8 may deem necessary, but for transcripts furnished to
9 parties shall receive the compensation provided in section

10 two of this act.

1 Sect. 4. Each stenographer appointed under the
2 provisions of this act, may, with the approval of any
3 justice of said court, appoint one or more assistants, who
4 shall also be sworn, but no additional compensation shall
5 be paid or expense incurred by reason of such appoint-
-6 ment.

1 Sect. 5. The justices of said court or a majority of
2 them may remove said stenographers or either of them
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3 at any time, and shall till any vacancy caused by such
4 removal or otherwise.

1 Sect. 6. Nothing in this act shall be construed to
2 require the appointment of a stenographer for any session
3 of said court which the justices do not deem of per-
4 manent and continuous character, but the presiding
5 justice of any session for civil business which is of a
6 special or temporary character may, in his discretion,
7 appoint a stenographer to attend therein with the duties
8 prescribed in section two of this act, and the stenographers
9 so appointed shall be sworn officers of said court, and

10 shall receive for attendance the per diem compensation
11 provided by law for official stenographers in other
12 counties than Suffolk, and for transcripts the same com-
-13 pensation provided in section two of this act.

1 Sect. 7. Chapter twenty-four of the acts of the year
2 eighteen hundred and eighty-seven and chapter three
3 hundred and twenty-four of the acts of the year eighteen
4 hundred and eighty-nine, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 8. Official stenographers of the superior court
2 in the same or different counties, may, with the consent
3 of said court, interchange services or perform each others
4 duties for their mutual convenience.

1 Sect. 9. Transcripts from stenographic notes, duly
2 taken in the superior court under statute authority, when
3 verified by the certificate of the official stenographer or

4 assistant taking the same, shall be received as evidence
5 of testimony given whenever proof of such testimony is
6 otherwise competent.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage
2 for the purpose of making appointments under its pro-
-3 visions, and full effect thirty days thereafter.


