
SENATE No. 253.

Senate, April 16, 1894.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred so much of the Report of the Chief of the Massa-
chusetts District Police (Pub. Doc. No. 32) as relates to
the protection of human life in case of fire, and reports of the
detectives in miscellaneous criminal cases, and also the
recommendations and suggestions of the Chief of the District
Police for legislative action, report, in part, the accompany-
ing Bill.

For the Committee,

EDWIN F. LYFORD.
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In iho Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four

AN ACT
Relative to the Construction of Buildings to be used as

Theatres.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. In no building which shall hereafter be
2 erected, excepting in the city of Boston, and designed to
3 be used in whole or in part as a theatre, and in no build-
-4 ing in which hereafter any change or alteration shall be
5 made for the purpose of using the same as a theatre, shall
6 the audience hall be placed above the second floor of said
7 building. The audience hall and each gallery of every
8 such building shall respectively have at least two inde-
-9 pendent exits, as far apart as may be, and when the audi-

10 ence hall is on the second floor the stairways from said
11 floor to the ground floor shall be enclosed with fire-proof
12 walls from the basement floor up, and have no connection
13 with the basement or first floor of the building. Every
14 such exit shall have a width of at least twenty inches for
15 every hundred persons which such hall, or gallery from
16 which it leads is capable of accommodating; provided,
17 that two or more exits of the same aggregate width may
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18 be substituted for either of the two exits above required.
19 None of the exits above required shall be less than five
20 feet Wide. It shall be the duty of such members of the
21 inspection department of the district police force as may
22 be assigned to such duty by the chief of such force to en-
-23 force the provisions of this act outside of the city of
24 Boston, and for such purpose, such inspectors shall have
25 the right of access to all parts of any building subject to
26 the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee
2 or occupant of any building or part thereof subject to this
3 act to cause the provisions thereof to be carried out, and
4 any owner, lessee or occupant failing to observe such pro-
-5 visions shall be subject to a fine of not less than fifty nor
6 more than one thousand dollars; but no prosecution
7 therefor shall be brought until four weeks after written
8 notice from an inspector, as above provided, of the
9 changes necessary to be made in order to conform

10 thereto, nor then if in the meantime such changes have
11 been made in accordance with such notification. Notice
12 to one member of a firm, or to the clerk or treasurer of a
13 corporation, or to the person in charge of the premises,
14 shall be deemed sufficient notice hereunder, and such no-
-15 tice may be given in person or by mail. Any such owner,
16 lessee or occupant shall be liable for all damages caused
17 by his violation of the provisions of this act. Any per-
-18 son using or occupying a building contrary to the pro-
-19 visions of this act may be enjoined from such use or
20 occupation in a proceeding to be had before the superior
21 court or the supreme judicial court at the instance of the
22 inspector, and upon the filing of a petition therefor any
23 judge or justice of the court in which such proceeding is
24 pending may issue a temporary injunction or restraining
25 order, as provided in proceedings in equity.
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1 Sect. 3. No such building as is mentioned in section
2 one of this act shall be so hereafter erected or so changed
3 or altered, unless in process of erection at the date of the
4 passage of this act, until a copy of the plans of such
5 building has been deposited with the inspector of facto-
G ries and public buildings for the district in which such
7 building is or is to be located, together with a copy of
8 such portion of the specification of such building as such
9 inspector may require, by the person causing the erec-

-10 tion, construction, change or alteration of such building,
11 or by the architect who has drawn such plans and speci-
-12 fications; and any such person erecting, constructing,
13 changing or altering such building, or any architect or
14 other persons who shall draw such plans and specifications,
15 violating the provisions of this section shall be punished
16 by fine of not less than fifiy nor more than one thousand
17 dollars, and such erection, construction, change or alter-
-18 ation may be enjoined in a proceeding to be had before
19 the superior or supreme judicial court as provided for in
20 the case as mentioned in section two of this act.


