
SENATE No. 390.

[Mr. Frothingham moves to amend House Bill No. 811 by the substitution
of this bill.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-four.

AN ACT
Relative to the Licensing of Plumbers and the Super-

vision of the Business of Plumbing.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollovis:
1 Section 1. Xo person, firm or corporation shall
2 engage in or work at the business of plumbing,
3 either as a master or employing plumber or as a
4 journeyman plumber, unless such person, firm or
5 corporation has received a license or certificate
6 therefor, in accordance with the provisions of this
7 act.
8 The words “practical plumber,” as used in this act,
9 shall be deemed to mean a person who has learned
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10 the business of plumbing, by working for at least
11 two years either as an apprentice or under a verbal

2 agreement for instruction, and who has then worked
13 for at least one year as a first-class journeyman
11 plumber. The word “journeyman,” as used in this
15 act, shall be deemed to mean one who personally
16 does any work in plumbing which is subject to in-
-17 spection, under chapter four hundred and nineteen
18 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-19 two or under any ordinance, by-law, rule or regula-
-20 tion made under the authority of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Any person not engaged in or work-
-2 ing at the business of plumbing prior to the tenth
3 day of July in the year eighteen hundred and
4 ninety-three, and desiring to engage in or work
5 at said business, either as a master or employ-

journeyman plumber, shall
health having jurisdiction
he intends to engage in

6 ing plumber or as a

7 apply to the board of
8 in the locality where

iiness, except in cities or9 or work at said bu
10 towns where the inspector of buildings has con-

-11 trol of the enforcement of the regulations regard-
12 ing plumbing, where such application shall he
13 made to the inspector of buildings, and shall, at
14 such time and place as may be designated by the
15 board of examiners hereinafter provided for, to
16 whom such applications shall be referred, be ex-

-17 arained as to his qualifications for such business.
18 On or before the first day of September in the
19 year eighteen hundred and ninety-four, every mas-

-20 ter or employing plumber and every journeyman
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plumber engaged in or working at the business
of plumbing in this Commonwealth prior to the
tenth day of July in the year eighteen hundred
and ninety-three, and desiring to engage in or
work at said business in any city or town where

21
99

23
2-1
25
20 licenses for plumbers are required, shall personally
27 register his name and address at the office of the
28 board of health or of the inspector of buildings, to
29 whom applications for licenses are to be made in
30 such city or town, and state after being sworn where
31 and how long he has been engaged in or has worked
32 at said business and whether as a master or employ-
-33 ing plumber or as a journeyman plumber.
34 Said board of health or inspector of buildings, if
35 satisfied that the person so registering was actually
36 engaged in or working at said business prior to
37 said date, shall thereupon issue to him a certificate,
38 setting forth that he was engaged in or working at
39 the business of plumbing, either as a master or

40 employing plumber or as a journeyman plumber, as

41 the case may be, prior to the tenth day of July in
42 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three, and
43 authorizing him to engage in or work at said busi-
-44 ness, either as a master or employing plumber or

45 as a journeyman plumber.
46 The fee for a certificate for a master or employ-
-47 ing plumber shall be two dollars; for a journeyman
48 plumber it shall be fifty cents. Said certificates
49 shall be valid and have force throughout the Cora-
-50 monwealth.
51 In the case of a firm or corporation the examina
52 tion and licensing of, or the registration of amistration of and
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53 granting a certificate to, anyone member of the firm
54 or the manager of the corporation shall satisfy the
55 requirements of this act.

1 Sect. 3. There shall be in every city and each
2 town of five thousand inhabitants or more, and
3 in each town having a system of water supply or
4 sewerage, a board of examiners of plumbers, con-
-5 sistiug of the chairman or such other member of
6 the board of health as said board may designate,
7 and in cities or towns having an inspector of build-
8 ings, the inspector of buildings of said city or
9 town, who shall be members ex officio of said

10 board and serve without compensation, and a
11 third member, who shall be a practical plumber of
12 at least five years’ continued practical experience,
13 either as a master or as a journeyman, during the
11 years next preceding the date of appointment. Said
15 third member shall be appointed by the board of
16 health of said city or town, within three months
17 from the passage of this act, for the term of one
18 year from the first day of May in the year of ap-
-19 pointment, and thereafter annually before the first
20 day of June, and shall be allowed a sum, not ex-
-21 cecding five dollars, for each day of actual service,
22 to be paid from the treasury of said city or town:
23 provided, that if in any city or town there is no

21 inspector of buildings, said board of health shall
25 also appoint the second member of said board of
26 examiners, whose term of office and compensation
27 shall be the same as is heretofore provided for said
28 third member.
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1 Sect. 4. Said board of examiners shall, as soon

2 as may be, after the appointment of said third mem-
4 ber, meet and organize by the selection of a chaii

4 man, and shall then designate the times and plat
5 for the examination of all applicants desiring to
6 engage in or work at the business of plumbing
7 within their respective jurisdictions.
8 Said board shall examine said applicants as to
9 their practical knowledge of plumbing, house drain-

10 age and plumbing ventilation, and shall submit the
11 applicant to some satisfactory form of practical test,
12 and if satisfied of the competency of the applicant
13 shall so certify to the board of health or inspector
14 of buildings in their respective city or town.
15 Said board or inspector shall thereupon issue a

16 license to such applicant, authorizing him to engage
17 in or work at the business of plumbing, either as a
18 master or employing plumber or as a journeyman
19 plumber.
20 The fee for a license for a master or employing
21 plumber shall be two dollars; for a journeyman
22 plumber it shall be fifty cents.
23 Said licenses shall be valid and have force
24 throughout the Commonwealth, and shall be renewed
25 annually upon a payment of a fee of fitly cents.
26 In case of removal beyond the jurisdiction of the
27 board or inspector issuing the original license, it
28 may be renewed by any board having like authority.

1 Sect. 5. The board of health or inspector of
2 buildings, where such inspector has control of the
3 enforcement of the regulations regarding plumbing
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4 of each city and town mentioned in section three of
5 this act, shall within three months from the passage
G of this act appoint one or more inspectors of plumb-
-7 ing, who shall he practical plumbers of at least five
8 years’ continued practical experience, either as
9 masters or as journeymen, during the years next

10 preceding the date of appointment, and who shall
11 hold office until removed by said board or inspector
12 for cause, which must be shown. All such inspect-
-13 ors shall before appointment be subjected to an ex-
-14 amination before the civil service commission.
15 The compensation of such inspectors shall be
IG determined by the board or inspector appointing
17 them, subject to the approval of the city council or

18 selectmen, and shall be paid from the treasury of
19 their respective cities or towns.
20 Said inspectors shall inspect all plumbing work
2 I for which permits are hereafter granted within their
22 respective jurisdiction in process of construction,
2 5 alteration or repair, and shall report to said board or
21 inspector all violations ofany law, ordinance, by-law,
25 rule or regulation relating to plumbing work; and
2G also perform such other appropriate duties as may
27 be required.
28 The approval of any plumbing by any other
29 inspectors than those provided for under this act
80 shall not be deemed a compliance with the pro-
-31 visions thereof.

1 Sect. G. J7o inspector of plumbing in any city
2 or town shall inspect or approve any plumbing work
3 done by himself, or any person by whom he is
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4 employed, or who is employed by or with him, hut
5 in each city or town subject to the provisions of
6 this act the hoard of health shall appoint an
7 additional inspector of plumbing, in the same

8 manner and subject to the same qualifications as

plumbing, whose duty it
manner prescribed in this

9 the regular inspector of
10 shall he to inspect in the
11 act plumbing work done
12 or any person by whom
18 employed by or with him

by the regular inspector
he is employed, or who is

14 Said additional inspector shall have authority to
15 act in case of the absence or inability of the regu-
-16 lar inspector, and shall receive for his services such
17 compensation as the regular inspector would for a
18 like duty. The provisions of this section shall not
19 apply to any city or town "which has heretofore
20 established or may hereafter establish an annual
21 salary for the position of inspector of plumbing,
22 and in any such city or town no inspector of plumb-
-28 ing shall engage in or work at the business of
24 plumbing.

1 Sect. 7. Each city or town of five thousand
2 inhabitants or more in this Commonwealth, and
8 every town having a system of wrater supply or
4 sewerage, shall by ordinance or by-law, within six
5 months from the passage of this act, prescribe rules
6 and regulations for the materials, construction, alter-
-7 ation and inspection of all pipes, tanks, faucets,
8 valves and other fixtures by and through which
9 waste water or sewage is used and carried; and

10 provide that no such pipes, tanks, faucets, valves



[May,8 LICENSING OF PLUMBERS, ETC.

11 or other fixtures shall be placed in any building
12 in such city or town except in accordance with
13 plans which shall be approved by the board of
14 health of such city or town, or the inspector of
15 buildings, where such inspector has control of the
16 enforcement of the regulations regarding plumb-
-17 ing; and shall further provide that no plumbing
18 work shall be done, except in the case of repair
19 of leaks, without a permit being first issued there-
-20 for upon such terms and conditions as such cities
21 or towns shall prescribe. But nothing in this section
22 shall prevent boards of health from making such
23 rules and regulations in regard to plumbing and
21 house drainage hitherto authorized by law which
25 are nut inconsistent with any ordinance or by-
-26 law made under 'the authority of this section by
27 the respective cities or towns within which such
28 boards of health have jurisdiction.
29 The provisions of this section shall not apply to
30 the city of Boston or to any officer or board thereof.

1 Sect. 8. Any person violating any provision of
2 this act, or any ordinance, by-law, rule or regula-
-3 tion made thereunder, shall be deemed guilty of
4 a misdemeanor, and be subject to a fine not exceed-
-5 ing fifty dollars for each and every violation thereof,
6 and if such person has received a license under
7 this act, his license may be revoked by the board
8 or inspector issuing the same, and if such violation
9 was committed in a citv or towm other than that

10 where he received his license, the board ol health
11 or inspector of buildings having jurisdiction may
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12 forbid him to engage in or work at the business
13 of plumbing for a period not exceeding one year in
14 the city or town where the violation was committed.
15 If any person to whom a certificate has been
16 issued under this act violates any provision there-
-17 of, or any ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation
18 made thereunder, either the board of health or
19 inspector of buildings issuing his certificate, or the
20 board of health or inspector of buildings having
21 jurisdiction where such violation was committed,
22 may forbid him to engage in or work at the busi-
-23 ness of plumbing in such city or town for a period
24 not exceeding one year.
25 Any person engaging in or working at the busi-
-2 3 ness of plumbing in any city or town where he has
27 been forbidden so to do under this section shall be
28 deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be subject to
29 a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars for every

30 such offence.
31 Any citv or town mentioned in section three of
32 this act refusing to comply with any of the pro-
-33 visions of this act shall forfeit the sum of fifty dol-
34 lars to the use of the Commonwealth for every

35 month during which such neglect may continue.

1 Sect. 9. The provis
2 to all persons who are
3 learning the business c

ms of this act shall apply
now, or may be hereafter.

plumbing when they art

4 sent out to do the work of a journeyman plumber.

1 Sect. 10. Any person now holding an appoint-
-2 ment as inspector of plumbing may retain his posi-
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3 tion, and, without further examination, be deemed
4 to have been appointed under this act.

1 Sect. 11. The boards of health and inspectors of
2 buildings hereinbefore mentioned may expend such
3 portion of all fees collected by them under this act
4 as shall become necessary to properly perform all
5 duties imposed by the passage of this act.
6 The said boards or inspectors shall annually, before
7 the first day of June, make a full report in detail,
8 to their respective cities or towns, of all their pro-
-9 ceedings during the year under this act.

3 The provisions of this act, so far as they are the
4 same as those of chapter four hundred and seventy-
-5 seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
6 ninety-three, shall be construed as a continuation of
7 that chapter, and not as new enactments.

1 Sect. 12. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.
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