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Commonfomltlj of gtassacjnisfits-

Secretary's Department, Boston, September 20, 1877.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

:

I have the honor, in conformity with the requirements

of the laws of the Commonwealth, to submit herewith the

Annual Registration Report concerning the Births, Mar-

riages, and Deaths occurring in Massachusetts during the

year 1876, being the thirty-fifth registration year, and

registered and returned according to law by the clerks of

the respective cities and towns.

The prompt publication of this Report, and the satis-

factory manner in which it has been prepared, is due in

part to the able efforts of the present editor, Dr. F. W.

Draper, of this city, whose marked qualifications for re-

searches of this kind are too widely known to require

commendation here, and whose duties in preparing this

document necessitate an amount of labor and investiga-

tion far surpassing what would be generally supposed;

and partly to the unwearied industry of the clerks in this

office, to whom the preparation of the various elaborate

and often difficult tables has been intrusted. Until each

city and town clerk realizes the necessity of a strict and

prompt compliance with all the laws concerning regis-

tration, the maximum benefit to be derived cannot be

reached; and to this end, clerks are urgently reminded
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to exercise great care, especially in reference to Physi-

cians' Certificates and Returns of Deaths. It is to be

urgently desired, also, that physicians throughout the

State will interest themselves in doing their part towards

securing full and accurate reports.

Very respectfully,

HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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THIRTY-FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT.

(1 876.)

The facts gathered by the registration officers in 1876, con-

cerning the births, marriages, and deaths occurring in Massachu-

setts during that year, are presented in the accompanying tables.

These vital statistics give evidence that the public health of the

Commonwealth was measurably satisfactory in that period ; the

death-rate was diminished, but the birth-rate was lessened also,

and while, in comparison with the previous year, the population

of the State suffered less loss by death, it received fewer acces-

sions by birth, than usual. We shall endeavor to determine, in

the following analytical observations, in what respects the statis-

tics of 1876 correspond with those of former years, and wherein

they are at variance therefrom.

During the year 1876, 42,149 births, 12,749 marriages, and

33,186 deaths were recorded in Massachusetts. The aggregate

of this registry is 88,084, a number which is 4,553 less than the

total for 1875.

Making further comparison with 1875, we find that the num-

ber of registered births was less by 1,847 ; the number of regis-

tered marriages was less by 914 ; the number of registered

deaths was less by 1,792.

The natural increase of population, or excess of births over

deaths, was 8,963, a number only 55 less than the natural

increase in 1875. '

The rates of births, marriages, and deaths in 1876 are as fol-

lows :
—

Births . . . 24-88 to 1,000 of estimated population.

Marriages . . . 7*53 " " "

Deaths . . . 19-59

The excess of the birth-rate over the death-rate is 5-29 per

1,000, or -529 of one per cent.

One living child was born to every 40 persons of the entire

population, one person in every QQ was married, and one person

in every 51 died.
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The following table gives a comparative exhibit of numbers
and rates, carried through a series of years :

—

Table showing the number of Births, Marriages, and

Deaths Registered in Massachusetts during the past twenty-

five years, with the Birth-rates and Mortality-rates.

YEARS.
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POPULATION.
In the intervals between the quinquennial census enumera-

tions, we are compelled to form estimates of the population of

the State as a basis for the computation of the ratios between

the total number living and the number of births, marriages, and

deaths which occur. We found our calculation upon the pre-

sumption that the rate of annual increase in the population

which obtained in the last quinquennial interval applies equally

to the present period of five years, 1875-1880. An estimate

upon this basis inevitably involves a certain margin of error,

but we regard the method as less open to criticism than any

scheme of shrewd guessing or computation upon uncertain evi-

dence. It is plain that, from year to year, in consequence espe-

cially of fluctuations in the migration rate, the population does

not pursue a uniform course of increase ; nevertheless, until we
are in possession of better means for determining the fluctua-

tion, the presumption of equal annual rates of increase is, on

the whole, the safest and most reliable resource.

The average annual rate of increase in the population during

the period from 1870 to 1875 was 2-538 per cent. The popula-

tion of the State in 1875 was found, by the census taken in

that year, to be 1,651,912. The estimated population in the

middle of the year 1876 was 1,693,837.
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BIRTHS.
The following table shows the number of births annually

during the last twenty years :
—

YEARS.
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The average annual rate for these ten years was 26-7. The
year 1876, with its rate of 24-9, does not appear advantageously

in comparison with previous years.

The average annual rate of births during the twenty-five

years, 1852-76, was 27*3
; this period includes the four years of

civil war, when the birth-rate was low, as well as a number of

years prior, when the rate was exceptionally high.

How our statistics of births compare with those of certain

European countries, may be seen by the annexed table copied

from the Thirty-eighth Annual Report of the Registrar-General

of England. It is evident that there are limitations to a com-

parison of this nature ; nevertheless, making all proper allow-

ances for defects of registration in Massachusetts and for differ-

ences in race-homogeneity in the various countries, the fact

remains that the birth-rate in this State is below the healthy

normal standard for a well-ordered community.
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By this table, we are enabled to compare the birth-rate in

each count}^, in 1876, with the birth-rate in the same county

during the previous nine }*ears, with the average rate in that

county during the entire decade, with the average rate of each

of the other counties during the same period, and with the rate

of the entire State for each year and for the series of ten years.

It will be observed that there is a much greater difference

between the several counties, in any year, and in the ten years'

average, than in the annual rates of the same county ; that is

to say, each county maintains a nearly uniform birth-rate from

year to year, although that rate may be in marked contrast with

that of a county immediately adjacent. If we take Barnstable

and Bristol, for example : the disparity between the two in any

year, as well as in the decennial averages, is noteworthy. An
explanation of this difference is afforded in the fact that Bristol

County contains three populous manufacturing centres, which

attract the productive elements in the population,— the men and

women from twenty to fifty years of age,— leaving a less prolific

people in the thinly settled rural sections, such as Barnstable

County illustrates. The populous counties,— Suffolk, Worcester,

Middlesex, Hampden, Bristol,— containing the cities and larger

towns, maintain their place as the most prolific in the series, and

their birth-rates exceed the rate of the State as a whole ; while

the sparsely settled counties— Franklin, Hampshire, Plymouth,

Barnstable, Berkshire— show a rate considerably less, in any

year, or in a series of years, than that of the State at large.

City Birth-rates.— The following table exhibits an estimate

of the birth-rates in 1876 in the ten largest cities of Massachu-

setts, with a comparison with the remainder of the State and

with the rates of the State at large :
—

•
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CITIES.
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Births in Massachusetts, 1876. — Quarterly Rates.
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In England, the mean annual birth-rate per 1,000 of the

population, in each quarter of the year, during thirty-eight

years, 1838-75, was, for the first quarter, 35*6 ; for the second,

35-2 ; for the third, 32-8
; and for the fourth, 32-6. This order

exactly reverses that in which the quarterly rates have stood in

Massachusetts during a long series of years ; the reason of this

reversal is difficult of definition, although it is evidently to be

found in social customs rather than in any other condition.

Sex.— The year 1876 furnishes statistics of births which

exemplify the universal rule of an excess of males among
children born alive and still-born. This uniform majority of the

masculine sex among the births strongly intimates that thereby

the casualties and exposures of life, to which men are subject

far more than women, are provided for. The disparity of the

sexes among the still-born, the greater mortality of male children

at birth, is accounted for by the difference in size of children of

the two sexes. The accompanying table gives the comparison

with regard to sex, in 1876 and during the previous twenty-four

years. It has been the usual observation that among illegitimate

births, those of females outnumbered those of males ; this rela-

tion was reversed in 1876.

Births.— Proportion of Males to Females.

—

Twenty-five Years.
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Births.— Proportion of Males to Females in the Counties.

1876.

COUNTIES.
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If we calculate the percentages of the numbers in the forego-

ing table for the State at large, and carry the comparison through

a series of ten years, we find that under the head " American "

there is, in 1876, an apparent gain in the percentage at the ex-

pense of the class denominated " foreign," and that there is an

approach to the ratio of five years ago in this native class. The
births of foreign parentage are less in proportion to the whole

number than in any year since 1860. The births of mixed

parentage, which, in most cases, are really births of foreign

parentage, are steadily increasing in their percentage.

Percentage of American and Foreign Living Births in each of the

past Ten xears, in j
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In 1876, as in 1875, foreign-parentage births were more nu-

merous than those of native parentage in Bristol, Hampden, Mid-

dlesex, Suffolk, and Worcester counties.

The following table, showing a comparison in the ten cities

numbering more than twenty-five thousand inhabitants, presents

some curious features and offers an explanation of the superior

foreign birth-rates in the counties above mentioned :
—

Percentages of Native-born and Foreign-born in Ten Cities in Mas-

sachusetts.
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the fact that the preponderance of births of foreign parentage

in certain counties is determined by the presence, in those

counties, of populous centres which are always favorable to

growth of the kind alluded to.

Plural Births.— Three hundred and forty-nine women in

Massachusetts gave birth, in 1876, to seven hundred and two

children. Three hundred and forty-five bore twins, and four

were the mothers of triplets. There was one case more of

triplets in 1876 than in 1875. Of the triplet cases recorded, two,

each comprising two males and one female, occurred in Essex

County ; one, consisting of three females, fell to Suffolk County ;

and one, a male and two females, was in Worcester County.

With regard to parentage, 36 per cent, of the plural births

fell to native-born parents, 49 per cent, were offspring of foreign-

born parents, and 15 per cent, occurred to parents one of whom
was foreign-born while the other was native-born.

The proportion of plural births does not vary greatly from

year to year ; as is shown in the accompanying table, the rule is

that, including the cases of twins with those of triplets, one

plural birth occurs in every one hundred single births.
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Illegitimate Births.— Of this class, seven hundred and thirteen

were registered in 1876, eighty-one in excess of the number in

1875.

The table which follows gives the number of births out of

wedlock registered during the last ten years. The increase in

the number in the last four years is noteworthy. It is probable

that the record of these cases is more complete than formerly.

It will be remembered, also, that the increase has been coinci-

dent with a season of financial depression, a condition of affairs

favorable to all kinds of immorality.

Illegitimate Births registered in Massachusetts. — Ten Tears.
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MARRIAGES.

The total number of marriages recorded by the registration

officers, in 1876, was 12,749, a number less by 914 than the

number registered in 1875. The average annual number for

the twelve years, 1865-1876, a period since the civil war, was

14,636, and the marriages, in 1876, were less than this average

by 1,887.

Two conditions combine to produce this progressive reduction

in the number of marriages registered during the last three

years. One of these conditions is an actual decline in the

marriage-rate in consequence of the commercial depression of

this period. The return of more prosperous times will undoubt-

edly help to restore the marriage-rate to its place of eight and

ten years ago. The other condition needing remedial treatment,

is an imperfect registration, growing out of indifference to the

requirements of the law, or arising from ignorance of those

requirements. Financial distress may be a reasonable excuse

for postponing marriage ; but no one, be he bridegroom, clergy-

man, or registrar, is excusable for violating or ignoring a salutary

law, instituted in the interests of public morality.

The marriage-rate in 1876, the number of marriages to every

thousand of the population, was 7-53 ; that is to say, of every

thousand of the people of all ages, fifteen were married.

The annexed table presents the marriage-rate in each of the

last twelve years, the population being estimated, except in the

census years, 1865, 1870, and 1875.

YEARS.
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Marriage-rates. — Continued.

TEARS.
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those counties which, in prosperous times, gives the highest

rates ; those counties, namely, which contain the cities :
—

Marriages
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In most of the cities, the marriage-rate, in 1876, was less

than in 1875 ; the cities of Worcester, Lawrence, and Lynn
being the only ones in which the rate advanced. Cambridge

and Salem, in 1876 as in 1875, ranked low in the scale, the

marriages registered in those cities being fewer in proportion to

the population than the State at large contributed.

Season.— As in most former }'ears, the last quarter of the

year 1876 was preferred as the season best suited for marriage

contracts. The order of preference for the four quarters of the

year was as follows, in 1876 : fourth, second, first, third. The

present year is an exception, in that there were more marriages

in the first three months than in the third quarter. The usual

order of the quarters in this matter has been, fourth, second,

third, first, corresponding in this respect with English customs.

It is a noteworthy fact that almost uniformly, through a long

series of years, November has been the month in which the

greatest number of marriages occurred, and March the month

with the least number on its record.

Marriages in
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Marriages in Massachusetts. — Percentages.

TeN years.
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Social or Conjugal Condition of Persons Married in Massachusetts,

1876.

MALES.
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In 1876, there were 9,810 bachelors in Massachusetts who
selected maids for their wives, and 680 bachelors who were mar-

ried to widows ; of widowers, there were 1,417 who married

maids, and 827 who married widows : there were 2,244 Avidowers

married, and there were 1,507 widows who again became wives.

The two following tables show some remarkable disparities in

the a^es of those who were married in 1876 :
—
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OBSERVATIONS.

to Nativity. — Percentages.

27

YEARS.
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DEATHS.

The rate at which people die in any community has come to

be recognized as the test of the public health of that community.

Various causes may combine to diminish or increase the rate from

year to year, epidemics may be present or absent, seasons may
be propitious or unfavorable, a population may be unwholesome

or long-lived, through excess or deficiency of perishable elements

in its composition,— still the fact remains that the death-rate is

the best standard which medical statists can apply at present to

determine the comparative salubrity of villages, cities, States,

nations. A rate of mortality persistently in excess of the mean

which experience has determined to be the normal for a healthy

population under favoring conditions, demonstrates that there

are in operation causes, remediable or inevitable, which require

diligent and careful investigation, and intelligent sanitary admin-

istration for their management.

Such being the important function of the death-rate, it is ob-

viously of paramount consequence that the primary registration

of the deaths should be attended to faithfully, accurately, and

conscientiously. Error in the record of the fundamental facts

vitiates by so much the entire work, invalidates by so much the

conclusions one may reach by a study and analysis of the con-

solidated returns. Fidelity in the compilation of registered

facts cannot compensate for inaccuracy in the registry of the

facts themselves. It is one of the objects of these analytical

observations to show the great value of registration, and to

educate the people, and especially registration-officers, in an

appreciation of that value.

The total number of deaths recorded by official registration

in Massachusetts, in 1876, was 33,186, a number less by 1,792

than that of the previous year. If we measure the mortality

according to its proportion to the entire population, there is also

a decline as compared with recent years ; the rate of mortality,

that is, the number of deaths to each one thousand of the living,

was 19*59, — a rate less than that of any year since 1871. This

diminished mortality represents a comparatively favorable con-

dition of the public health in Massachusetts in 1876; it means,

among other things, that our people were spared the inroads of
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the fatal infectious diseases which held transitory but destruc-

tive sway in 1872, 1873, and 1875.

For the purpose of comparing the record of 1876 with that

of former years, and with the average of all the years during

which registration has been in progress in Massachusetts, we
append the following table of death-rates :

—

Death-rate in Massachusetts.— Thirty-five years.
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The death-rate for 1876— 19-6 per 1,000 of the living popu-

lation— is greater than the mean annual rate for the past thirty-

five years, but less than the average of the last quinquennial

period, 1871-75. It should be remarked, concerning the fore-

going table, that the first five years' record does not represent a

very close approximation to the actual mortality of Massachu-

setts in that period, the registration-law being then in the

incipient stages of experimental trial, and exposed, far more

than at present, to errors of omission.

The following table * gives an opportunity to compare our

mortality-rate in Massachusetts with the rates in certain Euro-

pean states. In making this comparison it should not be for-

gotten that our registration is hardly up to the standard of effi-

ciency and completeness which is maintained in England and in

some of the other countries mentioned, that our population is

more mixed in its ethnological characters, and that there are

considerable contrasts in density of population. Making all

necessary allowances, however, our death-rate in Massachusetts

will compare favorably with those quoted.

European States.—Average Annual Mortality-rates per 1,000 of

Population, 1853-75.

»»'"- |*2Er
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The relative order of the counties with regard to their mor-

tality-rates, in 1876, is as follows, beginning with the lowest

:

Franklin, Berkshire, Dukes, Norfolk, Hampshire, Worcester,

Barnstable, Hampden, Plymouth, Middlesex, Bristol, Essex,

Suffolk, Nantucket.

Their rank, taking the mean of the decennial death-rates and

beginning with the lowest, is as follows : Barnstable, Berkshire,

Franklin, Norfolk, Dukes, Plymouth, Hampshire, Worcester,

Essex, Bristol, Middlesex, Hampden, Nantucket, Suffolk.

In the year 1876, only three of the counties, Essex, Suffolk,

and Nantucket, had a mortality-rate in excess of that of the

State. In the decennial period, 1867-76, six of the counties,

Essex, Bristol, Middlesex, Hampden, Nantucket, and Suffolk,

exceeded the decennial average of the State. These' relative

positions are made more plain by a statement in tabular form,

as follows :
—

County Mortality-rates.— Relative order.
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The highest death-rate in any county, in any single year, fell

to Nantucket, in 1876 ; the lowest rate in any single year was

that of Dukes, 11-7 in 1869. This statement illustrates the

unsatisfactory results attending the comparison of statistics ex-

tending over a limited period of time and derived from a limited

number of people. Here are two island counties, nearly iden-

tical in situation, sanitary advantages, and population, present-

ing scarcely any contrast until we look at the death-rates ; and

here there is very wide diversity. Such extreme difference

grows out of conditions that would disappear if these diminu-

tive counties lost their identity in large districts not limited by

county lines. This was recognized many years ago, and the

registration reports have accordingly presented from year to year

a compai»ison of results based upon the statistics of six terri-

torial divisions of the State, with boundaries designed to give a

better notion of urban and rural death-rates in Massachusetts

than the county divisions could exhibit. These results for 1876

are shown in the accompanying table :—
.

Death-rate in S
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Two features of the above table deserve mention: first, the

marked contrast between the death-rate of the metropolitan

district and that of the strictly rural division at the western

extremity of the State ; and, secondly, the close correspondence

between the percentages of population and of deaths in the

several divisions, the chief divergence being in the metropolis,

which, though having only a little more than one-fifth of the

entire population, bore upon its register a quarter of all the

deaths.

In the next table, the comparison of district death-rates is

carried through a decade.
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decennial mean, 25-6. The lowest rate in any single year (13

in 1871), and in ten years (16-6), falls to the credit of Berk-

shire County, which constitutes the western district.

City Death-rates.—Jn the following table, a comparison is

made in the death-rates of the largest cities of Massachusetts,

the population being estimated :
—

Deaths in Massachusetts. — Bates in the large Cities— 1876.

CITIES.
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Seasons. — The following table presents a demonstration of

the influence of the seasons upon mortality in Massachusetts in

1876 :
—
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Mean Monthly Temperature in degrees Fahrenheit.
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table shows that in a long series of years the inequality of the

two sexes at birth, and in the general population, is not found to

correspond with their inequality of numbers at death.

D



1876.] SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS. 41

The second series of computations in the foregoing table gives

the effects of mortality in 1876, upon each of the two sexes, from

infancy, to old age. It will be noticed that more male infants

than female infants are carried off, corresponding in this respect

with the difference between the two sexes at birth ; the same

disparity continues up to the age of five years. Between the

ages of twenty and thirty, however, female lives were encroached

upon more than males ; and the same is true, though less in de-

gree, at ages between five and twenty and at ages above thirty.

In the next line of percentages (III.) the relation of age to

mortality is shown for both sexes combined. We see here that

more than a fifth (2049 per cent.) of all who died in 1876 had

not passed their first year of life, and that more than a third

(36-19 per cent.) were under five years old. This tells the

usual deplorable story of infant mortality ; it is true that the

percentages are a little less than were found last year (1875),

but the improvement can hardly be regarded as permanent or

progressive.

A comparison of the mortality in 1876 with that in former

years is made in the next two tables. It will be noticed that

infant mortality in 1876, though lower than the average for ten

years, had its counterpart in 1867 and 1869 ; and that the pro-

portion of deaths of children under five was in excess of that

of some former years. Many elements combine to cause this

great loss of infant life, but all of them together ought not to

be permitted to be an effectual bar against determined and per-

sistent philanthropic and sanitarian effort to diminish this annual

destruction.

Deaths at Different Ages.—
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The next table gives an average of the results for ten years

the aggregate :
—

Deaths at Different Ages. —
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Death-rates at Specified Ages—1875 and 1876.

Deaths to each 1,000

Living.
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>
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Nativity.— The table which follows gives the numbers and

percentages of decedents in 1876, distributed according to their

nativity. It is scarcely necessary to repeat the observation that

the term "native-born" includes a large element of strictly

foreign character, precluding the evolution of satisfactory gen-

eralizations in this direction.

Nativity of those whose Deaths were registered
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Nativity of Persons Deceased in Massachusetts.

—

Twenty-three years.
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CAUSES OF DEATH.

The registration officers in 1876 ascertained the causes of

32,187 deaths, 999 of the 33,186 deaths recorded being re-

turned without a specification of their cause or with an alleged

cause so general or so obscure in its character that it was not

acceptable. This department of registration is its weakest

point, for many reasons that need not be elaborated here. It is

far more easy to find fault with its working and with its fruits

than to find the practical remedy that shall correct the fault.

It is hoped that, before another Registration Report is pub-

lished, important modifications will be made in the Registration

law, and that, as a result of the amendments, disparaging criti-

cisms of this portion of the record of deaths will be less fre-

quent and outspoken.

The causes of death in 1876, classified under the five noso-

logical divisions, were distributed as follows :

—

CLASSES.
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Although the decline in the death-rate from zymotic diseases

was considerable in 1876, it was not sufficient to show the public

health of Massachusetts to be better than that of England's

average record for twenty-five years ; in that country, the an-

nual mean rate for the years 1850-74, was 504 deaths from

zymotic affections to every 100,000 of the population ; and

the rate for 1875 was 447.

Diseases of the zymotic class, while destroying fewer lives in

Massachusetts in 1876 than in 1875, were nevertheless increased

in their percentage of destructiveness, as compared with the

other classes, by nearly one per cent.

The class of diseases called constitutional, a variety of which

cancer and consumption are the principal representatives, pre-

sented a marked decline in 1876, as compared with 1875, with

regard to the percentage which it bore to deaths from all causes

and to the ratio to population.

A diminution, almost the same in degree, marked the per-

centage and ratio of the mortality from local and from develop-

mental diseases.

Deaths by violence were almost the same, in number and in

proportion, in 1876 and in 1875.

How these five classes of the causes of death have been re-

lated to each other in the last ten years appears in the next

table.

Causes of Death. Percentages for Ten Years.
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Proceeding now to a more limited analysis, we study the

numbers of the deaths from the various individual diseases and

causes of which the foregoing- comprehensive classes are com-

posed.

The following table gives the number of deaths from the

most destructive zymotic diseases during the past ten years, and

enables one to see what affections of this class were more than

usually fatal and prevalent in 1876.
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The principal diseases of the local class have been fatal dur-

ing the ten years, as follows :
—
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terms as " casualty," fractures and contusions," " poison," and

the like. It is to be hoped that under the new system of medi-

cal examinations, which has supplanted in this State the office

of coroner, much valuable material in definite form may be

obtained concerning this class of deaths, to be compiled and

analyzed with the same fidelity as to detail as now prevails in

some foreign statistical departments.

In the following table, we are presented with the principal

causes of death in Massachusetts, arranged in the order of their

fatality, in 1876 and in the previous four years. These twenty

principal causes of mortality accounted for very nearly three-

quarters of the deaths whose causes were recorded in 1876.

Diphtheria has shown a remarkable rise in the scale since 1872;

in that year and in 1873, it stood nineteenth in the list ; in

1874, it was the eleventh ; in 1875, it reached the seventh

place ; and in 1876, it takes rank next to consumption :
—
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In the following table, the design is to show the relative

prevalence of the five most destructive causes of death in each

county in 1876. This is ascertained by determining the per-

centage which each disease or cause of death bears to the whole

number of deaths by specified causes in each county. This per-

mits us to institute several interesting comparisons. Thus,

while consumption easily maintains the first rank in all the

counties, its relation to the other causes of death is subject to

considerable variety ; in Barnstable, Dukes, Nantucket, and

Franklin, it destroyed the lives of one-fifth of all the dece-

dents the cause of whose death was specified in the registration

returns. In the column of the second rank, diphtheria holds a

prominent place, the prevalence of the disease in the eastern

parts of the State being fully attested. Pneumonia appears to

have been particularly fatal in 1876, in all the counties. In the

fourth column, old age appears conspicuously ; in the fifth place,

also, old age contests with heart disease for the chief rank. An
unusual mortality from drowning fell to the lot of Essex, Dukes,

and Nantucket counties. Scarlatina appears but once— in the

lowest place in the scale for Suffolk County. Typhoid fever

was much less prevalent than usual. One cannot help remark-

ing the absence of those causes of death which are generally

looked upon by sanitarians as controllable, the diseases of the

zymotic group ; excepting diphtheria (which was very fatal in

1876), the infectious diseases were absent from our territory.
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Passing, now, from this somewhat general analysis of the

causes of mortality, let us study more in detail the data which

have been registered in this interesting department.

Apoplexy.—This affection, which often causes the machinery

of life to stop without warning, was set down in 1876 as the

occasion of 507 deaths, an increase upon the number of deaths

attributed to it in 1875. The following table shows that apo-

plexy, together with other diseases affecting the great nervous

centres, is increasing in fatality when a series of years is taken

for the purpose of comparison. This group of diseases may be

said to represent the principal fruits of the wear and tear, the

mental overwork and restless activity, of American life.

YEARS.
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That the increase observed in the annual mortality from brain

diseases is out of proportion to the increase in population mean-

while, is seen in the next table, which gives the mortality-rates

from these diseases for the four years in the period when the

population was known by actual enumeration :
—
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Cancer caused 657 deaths in 1876 ; the male decedents num-

bered 202 and the females were 455,— a very marked excess of

the latter. Cancer is a disease of advanced life ; 181 of those

who died in 1876— 28 per cent, of the whole number— were

at ages between 60 and 70 ; and only 27 were returned at ages

under 30.

Cholera Infantum.— This term is used in the returns as the

significant name of a disease whose more correct designation

would be the summer diarrhoea of infancy ; but it is retained

because it carries with it a special interpretation, suggesting

with peculiar emphasis, the terrible inroads which are made
each summer into infantile life by this fatal scourge. In 1876,

the disease destroyed 2,087 infants ; this number is less by 519

than the number returned the previous year, although the pro-

longed season of midsummer heat, in 1876, was unfavorable.

The average annual number of deaths from this cause, during

the past five years, was 2,564. If we include, in one group, the

deaths of young children from the three diarrhoeal diseases,—
cholera infantum, diarrhoea, and dysentery,— the total loss of

infant lives, in 1876, from these combined causes, was 2,512, a

total which is less than the annual mean of the last five years

from cholera infantum alone. During the five years since 1872,

12,822 children have fallen victims to this single disease in Mas-

sachusetts, and the aggregate number of infant lives destroyed

in the past thirty-five years, by cholera infantum, is 35,471.

Deaths from this cause were reported in every month of the

year 1876, but the largest mortality occurred in August ; the

record in that month numbered 816 deaths, 39 per cent, of the

whole number for the year ; the deaths in July, August, and

September were 1,888— 90 per cent, of the total.

Cholera infantum is a disease of cities ; it seeks crowds, and

chooses its victims, not in the country dwelling-house, but in

the city tenement. Hence we find it holding a conspicuous

place in the list of destructive causes of death in the counties of

Bristol, Essex, Hampden, Middlesex, Suffolk, and Worcester,

which contain the populous centres ; the distinctively rural

counties do not give it a prominent place in their registry of

deaths.
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Consumption.— This old-fashioned word represents the group

of wasting pulmonary diseases which are the scourge of New
England vitality. Scientific exactness would distribute the mor-

tality registered as caused by consumption under several distinct

heads in accord with modern notions of pathology ; but to the

popular apprehension, the older term conveys a meaning far

more definite than either tuberculosis, phthisis pulmonalis, or

chronic, caseous, and desquamative pneumonia would suggest.

Consumption was recorded in 1876 as the cause of 5,327

deaths, comprising 16'5 of the entire mortality of the year.

The mortality was quite uniformly distributed throughout the

seasons of the year, as the accompanying table shows.
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The following table shows the relation of the counties to each

other with reference to deaths from consumption in 1876:—

COUNTIES.
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Diphtheria prevailed in Massachusetts to an unprecedented

extent in 1876. According to the registration record, 2,610

deaths were caused by it. This number is largely in excess of

the mortality in any previous year, and gives to diphtheria, in

1876, a place next to consumption in the list of the most im-

portant causes of death. The deaths from this cause alone

were 8*1 per cent, of all the deaths whose causes were specified.

The following table, presenting the number of deaths from

diphtheria annually since 1858, when the disease first found a

place in the registration returns, gives a good notion of the

periodicity of this fatal epidemic influence in this State :
—

YEARS.
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Deaths from Diphtheria in 1876.— County-rates.
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It is noteworthy that the mortality from croup has not in-

creased, in 1876, in the same ratio as the mortality from diph-

theria ; in the presence of epidemic disease, it is inevitable that

the prevailing affection will be charged with a certain number of

deaths which, under other circumstances, would be recorded

under other heads; but if, in 1876, some deaths from croup

were ascribed to diphtheria through error, we are quite sure

that in the total of mortality, from both diseases, the error is

absorbed.

Dysentery.— The mortality from this disease was less in 1876

than in 1875, and less also than the annual average of the past

five years. The deaths numbered 417, and were in the propor-

tion of 25 deaths to every 100,000 of the population. Eighty

per cent, of the mortality occurred in July, August, and Sep-

tember, the month of August bearing on its record 43 per cent,

of all the deaths of the year. More than half the victims of

dysentery were under five years old, and nearly one-fourth were

over 60 years old.

Measles.— This disease proved fatal in only 47 cases in 1876,

a very great decline as compared with former years ; indeed, the

record is without precedent. The following table, giving the

statistics for the last twenty years, will show what a sudden

falling off in the fatality of measles occurred in 1876.
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Pneumonia was returned as having caused 2,447 deaths, a

number 493 less than that returned in 1875, and only 14 in ex-

cess of the average annual number for the last five years.

There were 93 more males than females among the decedents.

The following table gives the distribution of the mortality

with regard to ages, the deaths at ages not stated being

omitted:—

AGES.
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nual mortality from this disease during a series of twenty years

is shown in the following table :
—

TEAKS.
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The distribution of the mortality in 1876, according to age,

was as follows :
—

18 76.
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TEARS.
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was 881, a number less by 178 than the registry of 1875, and

by 358 than the annual average for the past five years. The
following table shows very plainly that the record of 1876, with

regard to this recognized " filth disease," was especially satisfac-

tory :
—

YEARS.
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Table I.— POPULATION, 1876.— BIRTHS,

General Abstract, exhibiting, in connection with the Population according

registered in each County and Town in Massachusetts during the

Born, the Nativity of Persons Married, and the Sex and aggregate
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MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 1876.

to the State Census of 1875, the Births, Marriages, and Deaths

year 1876, — distinguishing the Sex and the Parentage of Children

and average Ages of the Number who Died.

MARRIAGES.
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Table I.

—

Births, Marriages, and Deaths,



1876.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. v

Registered during the year 1876.—Continued.

MAURIAGES.
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Table I.

—

Births, Marriages, and Deaths,
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Registered during the year 1876.— Continued.

MARRIAGES.
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Table I.— B
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Registered during the year 1876. — Continued.

MARRIAGES.
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Table I. — Births, Marriages, and Deaths,
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Table I. — Births, Marriages, and Deaths,
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Registered during the year 1876. — Continued.

MARRIAGES.
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Table I.— Births, Marriages, and Deaths,
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Registered during the year 1876. — Continued.

MARRIAGES.



XVI XXXVth registration report. [1876.

Table l.—L
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Registered during the year 1876. — Continued.

MAERIAGES.
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Registered during the year 1876. — Concluded.

MARRIAGES.
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Supplement A.

PLURALITY B IRTHS.-1876.

[Included in Tables I. and II.]

3 o
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Supplement A.— Concluded.
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Supplement B.

ILLEGITIMATE BIR THS.-1876.
[Included in Tables I. and II.]

§ 1
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. Supplement B.— Concluded.

1
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Table III.— STILL-BORN.

Distinguishing by Comities, by Months, and by Sex, the registered

Number of Still-births during the year



1876.] STILL-BORN.

Table III.— Concluded.
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Table IV.— MARRIAGES.

Distinguishing by Counties, and by Months, the Number of Marriages

registered during the year
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Table V.— MARRIAGES.

Exhibiting the Social Condition and Ages, respectively, of Parties

Married during the year

1876.
Aggregate— Of all Conditions.

3
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Table V.— Continued.

(B.) First Marriage of Male and subsequent Marriage of

Female.

jj
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Table V.— Concluded.

(D.) Subsequent Marriage of both Parties.

i
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Table VI.— DEATHS.

Distinguishing by Counties, by Months, and by Sex, the registered

Number of Persons who Died during the year

1876.
-

.
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Table VI.— Concluded.
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Table VII. —DEATHS BY AGE AND SEX,

Distinguishing by Age and by Sex, the Number of Deaths registered in each

Population, distinguishing Sex, according to the State Census of 1875,

—

and

State and

Counties.

Population.

State Census,

1875.

Massachusetts

Hampden .

Hampshire

Nantucket.

Worcester

1,o:,i,u12

807,029

32,144

15,643
16,501

68,270
33,685
34,585

4,071

1,949

2,122

223,342
106,001

117,341

16,925

16,771

94,304
45,290
49,014

44,821
21,589
23,232

284,112
135,32:;

148,799

3,201
1,389

1,812

88,321
42,397
45,924

34,2411

35,122

173,(1511

191,836

210,295
1(13,54(1

106,755

1 (-,'.
i

1-70

1-62

1-92

1-91

1-90

2-36

2-50

2-24

1-79

1-82

1-76

2,645

1,285

1,358
2

or,

1,794
866
925

425
1

5,636

2,776
2,858

105
54
51

654
669

7

8,626
4,323
4,300

3

3,773

i >>\;

2

6, 700

3,704

2,964

32

70
47

20

2,204

1,1 so

1,084

13,1

70
60
1

1,116
033

48]

2

7

2,117
1,138

1X2

102
77 21

10
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AND BY COUNTIES AND TOWNS— 1876.

County and Town in the State, during the year 1876,— in connection with the

also with the Percentage of the Registered Number of Deaths to the Population
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Table VII. — Continued.

Counties and
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Table VII. — Continued.

[1876.
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Age and Sex, by Towns.
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Counties ani

Towns.

Hampshire-Con

Williamsburg

"Wortbiugton

Middlesex

Acton

Arlington

Ashby

Asbland .

Ayer

Bedford .

Belmont .

Billerica .

Boxborougb

Burlington

Cambridge

Carlisle .

Cbelmsford

Concord .

Dracut

Dunstalile

Everett .

Population— 1875.

Persons.

2,029

818

284,112

1,708

3,906

962

2,211

1,872

900

1,937

1,881

318

650

47,838

548

2,372

2,676

1,116

452

3,651

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Tot.
Ma.
Fe.
.Un.

( Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
( Fe.

(Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
) Fe.

(Ma.
| Fe.

j
Ma.

JFe.

I Ma.
JFe.

( Ma.
JFe.

I Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
JFe.

(Ma.
JFe.

( Ma.
J
Fe.

1,020

1,009

410
41 IS

284,112
i:i5,323

14s,7,s;i

1,870
2,036

1,102
1,109

443
457

964

973

896
985

321

23,180

24,658

1,188

1,184

1,300

1,376

577
539

1,791

1,860

Per ft.

to Pop.

1-98

1-76

1-92

2-08

1-67

1-60

1-33

1-39

1-91

1-89

2-15

2-02

2-37

1-14

1-91

1-61

•88

2-16

20

13

5,636

30

75

20

37

30

12

27

36

6

14

964

13

27

51

18

4

79

5,636

2,776
2,858
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Counties and

Towns.

Norfolk

Bellingham

Braintree

.

Brookline

Canton .

Cohasset .

Dedham .

Dover

Foxborongh

Franklin .

Holbrook

Hyde Park

Medrield .

Medway .

Milton

Needham

Norfolk .

Norwood .

Quincy .

Randolph

Population— 1875.

88,321

1,247

4,150

6,675

4,192

2,197

5,756

650

3,168

2,983

1,726

6,316

1,163

4,242

2,738

4,548

920

1,749

9,155

4,064

Tot.
Ma.
Fe.

SS.321

42.397

45,924

1,999

2,157

2,962
3,713

1.975

2,217

1,067

1,130

2 .66(5

3,090

319
331

1,355

1,813

1,420

1,563

802
864

2,934

3,382

515
648

2,066

2,176

1,279

1,459

2,243

2,305

43S

482

861
SN.S

4.5! IS

4,557

2,033
2,031

Deaths.

Per ft.

to Pop.

1-86
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NOTE.

Previously to the adoption, in the Registration Report of

1855, of the present Nosological Arrangement of Tables

IX. and X., the term " Infantile " in those Tables included

under a single designation, not only all deaths returned under

the several heads "Infantile," "Premature," or "Premature

Births," but also all ascribed to "Debility" or " Unknown "

causes, if under two years of age.

This plan was continued until the Registration Report of

1868, in which, to secure greater accuracy, the method now
employed was adopted, by which Deaths returned under the

head of "Premature," "Premature Births," or "Infantile," are

stated separately in Table VIII., and combined in Tables IX.

and X. Deaths of children under two years, from " Debility
"

or " Unknown " cause, are no longer Classed as " Infantile."

See Registration Report of 1868, p. c\\, for a fuller explana-

tion.
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FOR THE TWELVE YEARS— 1865-76.

in the several Counties and Towns of Massachusetts, for the Twelve

State Census of 1875 ; distinguishing the Sex of Children born and of

number of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, to the given Population.

MARRIAGES.
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Table XII. — General Abstract

Counties and Towns.

Berkshir Con

Washington .

West Stock bridge
Williamstown
Windsor

Bristol Co.

Acushnet
Attleborough
Berkley

.

Dartmouth
Dighton
Easton .

Fairhaven
Fall River
Freetown
Mansfield
New Bedford
Norton
Raynham
Rehoboth
Seekonk
Somerset
Swanzey
Taunton
Westport

Dukes Co.

Chilmark
Edgartown
Gay Head*
Gosnold
Tisbury

Esskx Co.

Amesbury
Andover
Beverly
Boxford
Bradford
Danvers

Population.

State Census,

1875.

603
1,981

621

131,087

1,059

9,224
781

3,434

1,755
3,898
2,768

45,340
1,396
2,656

25,895
1,595
1,687

1,827

1,167

1,940
1,308

20,445
2,912

4,071

508
1,707
216
115

1,525

223,342

5,987
5,097
7,271
834

2,347
6,024

1,713

105
675
954
116

33,500

267
3,043
105
824
538

1,208
471

11,568
258
679

5,682
334
470
378
192
678
326

5,777
702

722

113
305
31

14
259

50,865

1,790
.1,290

1,853
165
489

1,719
347

51

355
501
62

17,329

144
1,568

46
423
260
659
246

5,968
135
338

2,877
177

239
202
114
357
180

3,032
364

361

56
140
20
3

142

31,510

915
668
964
83

235
911
173

Females. Unk

54
319
449
54

16,111

123

1,468
59

401
270
549
225

5,578
120
341

2,803
156

231
176
77

321
146

2,734
333

355

54
162
11

11

117

29,292

867
622
888
82

253
802
170

Births
to 100
Persons
living.

1-45

2-84

2-16

1-55

2-00

2-10

2-75

142
2-00

2-55

2-58

1-42

2-13

1-54

2-13

1-83

1-74

2-32

1-72

1-37

2-91

2-10

2-35

2-01

1-48

1-86

1-49

2-05

1-01

1-42

2-27

2-50
2-11

2-12

1-65

1-74
2-38

1-69

Persons
living
i ie

Birth.

[ Seven years only. Incorporated 1870.
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Table XII.— General Abstract

Counties and Towns.

Hampsh.
Goshen
Gran by .

Greenwich
Hadley .

Hatfield

Huntington
Middlefield

Northampton
Pelham .

Plainfield

Prescott

South Hadley
Southampton
Ware .

Westhampton
Williamsburg
Worthington

Middlesex

Acton .

Arlington
Ash by .

Ashland
Ayer* .

Bedford
Belmont
Billerica

Boxborough
Burlington
Cambridge
Carlisle .

Chelmsford
Concord
Dracut .

Dunstable
Everett f
Framingham
Groton .

Holliston

Hojvkinton
Hudson %
Lexington
Lincoln .

Littleton

Lowell .

Con.

Population.

State Census,

1875.

349
812
606

2,125

1,600
1,095
603

11,108
• 633
481
493

3,370
1,050

4,142
556

2,029
818

284,112

1,708

3,906
962

2,211

1,872
900

1,937

1,881
318
650

47,838
548

2,372

2,676

1,116
452

3,051

5,167
1,908

3,399
4,503

3,493
2,505
834
950

49,688

84
206
104

227
177

3,274
79
102
102
896
266

1,084
186
584
191

77,201

403
1,119

167
649
316
202
490
385
60

119

14,338
94

645
640
414
68

547

1,299
710
818

1,390
981
469
190
191

12,161

42
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Table XII.—General Abstract

Counties and Towns.
Population.

state Census

1875.

Norfolk— Con
Medfield
Medway
Milton .

Needham
Norfolk *

Norwood f
Quincy .

Randolph
Sharon .

Stonghton
Walpole
Weymouth
Wrentham

Plymouth Co.

Abington** .

Bridgewater .

(St. Almshouse')

Brockton %
Carver .

Duxbury
East Bridgewater
Halifax
Hanover
Hanson .

Hingham
Hull .

Kingston
Lakeville

Marion .

Marshfield .

Mattapoisett .

Middleborough
Pembroke
Plymouth
Plympton
Rochester
Rockland § .

Scitnate

South Abington
||

South Scituate
Wan-ham
W. Bridgewater

1.163

4,242

2,738

4,548
920

1.74!)

9,155

4,064

1,330
l.Ml'

2,290
9,819

2,395

69,362

3,241

3,969

10,578
1,127

2,245
2,808
568

1,801

1,265

4,654
316

1,569

1,061
862

1,817

1,361

5,023

1,399

6,370
755

1,001

4,203
2,463

2,456
1,818
2,874
1,758

220
949
765

1,192
201
249

2,341

1,533
309

1,439
535

3,106
521

17,807

2,475
900
476

2,744
255
479
648
118
440
294

1,084
56

317
254
206
333
245

1,036
329

1,918
166
248
274
620
96

360
1,033
403

Males. Females. Unk.

113
475
412
590
100
138

1,199

790
154
752
268

1,609

248

9,212

1,296
490
248

1,384

138
261
322
54

217
144
575
30
154
120
86

168
116

533
168
984
88

126
161

341
53

201
547

207

107
473
352
600
101
111

1,139
742
152
687
265

1,493
270

1,179
407
228

1,356
117
215
326
64

223
150
503
26
162
134

120
163
128
503
161
929
78
122
113
278
43
159
486
196

26

isirtlis

to 100
[Vl'SellS

living.

1-58

1-87

2-33

2-18

313
2-85

2-13

3-14

1-94

2-48

1-95

2-63

1-81

2-14

2-08

1-89

2-16

1-89

1-78

1-92

1-73

2-04

1-94

1-94

1-48

1-68

2-00

1-99

1-53

1-50

1-72

1-96

2-51

1-83

2-07

2-17

2-10

1-95

1.65
2-99

1-91

IVisnns
living
to one
Birth.

' Seven years (inly; incorporated 1870.

% Name changed from North Bridgewater, 1874.

|| Two years only ; incorporated March 4, 1875.

f Five years only; incorporated 1872.

§ Three years only ; incorporated 1874.
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Supplement to Table XIII.

PLURALITY BIRTHS.— Twelve Years— 1865-76.

[Included in Tables XII. and XIII.]

Is
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Table XIV.— STILL-BORN.— Twelve Years—1865-7(

Distinguishing by Counties, by Months, and by Sex, the registered

Number of Still-births daring the Twelve Years, 1865-76.
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Table XVI.— MARRIAGES.— Twelve Years— 1865-76.

Exhibiting the Social Condition and Ages of Parties Married during

the Twelve Years, 1865-76.

Aggregate— Of all Conditions.

1
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Table XVI. Continued.

(B.) First Marriage of Male and Second Marriage of

Female.
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(D.) Subsequent Marriage of both Parties.
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APPENDIX.

LAWS
CONCERNING THE REGISTRATION OE BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

[General Statutes — Chapter 21.]

OF THE REGISTRY AND RETURNS OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

Section

1. City and Town Clerks to obtain, record, and

index facts concerning Births, Marriages,

and Deaths.

2. Parents and others to give notice of Births

and Deaths.

3. Physicians to give Certificate of Cause of

Death, when requested. Penalty.

4. Sextons, Undertakers, &c, to make returns

to Clerks of Cities and Towns . Clerks to

give Certificate of Registry of Death to

the Person having charge of funeral rites

preliminary to Interment, for delivery,

&c. If Interment takes place without

.such Certificate, notice thereof to be

given, under penalty of twenty dollars.

5. Clerk annually to transmit certified Copies

of Records to Secretary.

0. Record or Certificate of Clerk tobe primd
facie evidence In Legal Proceedings.

Section
7. Clerks— Fees of, payable by City or Town

;

Accounts of, to be certified by Secretary.

Penalty for neglect of duty.

8. Superintendents of State Almshouses to

record, and return to Secretary, births

and deaths therein.

9. Secretary to furnish Blank Books for Rec-

ords and forms for Returns, with Instruc-

tions. Clerks to distribute the Blank

Forms for Returns.

10. Secretary, — to cause Returns to be bound

&c. ; to Report annually to Legislature,

&c. ; to do all other acts necessary to

secure the execution of the provisions of

this chapter.

11. Registrars may be chosen, in certain cases,

in place of Town Clerks.

Section 1 . The clerk of each city and town shall receive or obtain,

and record, and index, the following facts concerning the births, mar-
riages, and deaths, therein, separately numbering and recording the

same in the order in which he receives them, designated in separate

columns :

In the record of births, the date of the birth, the place of birth, the

name of the child (if it have any), the sex and color of the child, the

names and the places of birth of the parents, the occupation of the

father, the residence of the parents, and the date of the record ;

In the record of marriages, the date of the marriage, the place of

marriage, the name, residence, and official station of the person b}*

whom married, the names and places of birth of the parties, the resi-

dence of each, the age and color of each, the condition of each

clii
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(whether single or widowed) , the occupation, the names of the parents,

and the date of the record.

In the record of deaths, the date of the death, the name of the

deceased, the sex, the color, the condition (whether single, widowed,
or married) , the age, the residence, the occupation, the place of death,

the place of birth, the names and places of birth of the parents, the

disease or cause of death, the place of burial, and the date of the

record.

Section 2. Parents shall give notice to the clerk of their city or

town of the births and deaths of their children ; every householder
shall give like notice of eveiy birth and death happening in his house

;

the eldest person next of kin shall give such notice of the death of

his kindred ; the keeper of a workhouse, house of correction, prison,

hospital, or almshouse, except the state almshouses at Tewksbury,
Bridgewater, and Monson, and the master or other commanding offi-

cer of any ship, shall give like notice of every birth and death happen-
ing among the persons under his charge. Whoever neglects to give

such notice for the space of six months after a birth or death, shall

forfeit a sum not exceeding five dollars.

Section 3. Any physician having attended a person during his

last illness, shall— when requested within fifteen days after the decease

of such person — forthwith furnish for registration a certificate of the

duration of the last sickness, the disease of which the person died,

and the date of his decease, as nearly as he can state the same. If

any physician refuses or neglects to make such certificate, he shall for-

feit and pa}r the sum of ten dollars to the use of the town in which he
resides.

Section 4.* Eveiy sexton, undertaker, or other person having
charge of a burial-ground, or the superintendent of burials having
charge of the obsequies or funeral rites preliminary to the interment

of a human body, shall forthwith obtain and return to the clerk of the

city or town in which the deceased resided or the death occurred, the

facts required by this chapter to be recorded by said officer concerning

the deceased, and the person making such return shall receive from
his city or town the fee of ten cents therefor.

The clerk, upon recording such facts, shall forthwith give to the

person making such return, a certificate that such return has been
made, which certificate such person shall deliver to the person having
charge of the interment, if other than himself, before the burial when
practicable, otherwise within seven days thereafter. When a burial

takes place and no certificate is delivered as aforesaid, the sexton,

undertaker, or other person having charge of the interment, shall

forthwith give notice thereof to the clerk under penalty of twent\-

dollars.

Section 5. The clerk of each city and town shall annually, on or

before the first day of February, transmit to the secretary of the Com-
monwealth, certified copies of the records of the births, marriages,

and deaths, which have occurred therein during the year ending on
the last day of the preceding December.

Section G. The record of the town clerk relative to any birth,

marriage, or death, shall be prima facie evidence, in legal proceedings,

* See chap. 202, on page clviii., following.
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of the facts recorded. The certificate signed by the town clerk for

the time being shall be admissible as evidence of any such record.

Section 7.* The clerk shall receive from his city or town for

obtaining, recording, indexing, and returning to the secretary of the

Commonwealth, the facts in relation to a birth, twenty cents ; a mar-
riage, ten cents ; a death, twenty cents for each of the first twenty-

entries, and ten cents for each subsequent entry, as the same shall be
certified by the secretary of the Commonwealth ; but a city or town
containing more than ten thousand inhabitants may limit the aggre-

gate compensation allowed to their clerk. He shall forfeit a sum not

less than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars for each refusal

or neglect to perform any duty required of him by this chapter.

Section 8. The superintendents of the state almshouses at Tewks-
bury, Bridgewater, and Monson, shall obtain, record, and make
return of the facts' in relation to the births and deaths which occur in

their respective institutions, in like manner as is required of town
clerks. The clerks of said towns shall, in relation to the births and
deaths of persons in said almshouses, be exempt from the duties

otherwise required of them by this chapter.

Section 9. The secretary shall, at the expense of the Common-
wealth, prepare and furnish to the clerks of the several cities and
towns, and to the superintendents of the state almshouses, blank
books of suitable quality and size to be used as books of record under
this chapter, blank books for indexes thereto, and blank forms for

returns, on paper of uniform size ; and shall accompany the same
with such instructions and explanations as ma}' be necessary and use-

ful. City and town clerks shall make such distribution of blank forms
of returns furnished by the secretar}- as he shall direct.

Section 10. The secretary shall cause the returns received by him
for each year to be bound together in one or more volumes with

indexes thereto. He shall prepare from the returns such tabular re-

sults as will render them of practical utility, make report thereof

annually to the legislature, and do all other acts necessary to carry

into effect the provisions of this chapter.

Section 11. Any city or town containing more than ten thousand
inhabitants, may choose a person other than the clerk to be registrar,

who shall be sworn, and to whom all the provisions of this chapter

concerning clerks shall apply. The returns and notices required to be

made and given to clerks shall be made and given to such registrar

under like penalties.

Section 12. The secretaiy of this Commonwealth shall prosecute,

by an action of tort, in the name of the Commonwealth, for the

recovery of any penalty or forfeiture imposed by this chapter.

Section 13. Any city or town may make rules and regulations to

enforce the provisions of this chapter, or to secure a more perfect

registration of births, marriages, and deaths, therein.

*See chaps. 138, 145 and 341, on pp. clvii. and clviii., following.
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[General Statutes— Chapter 106.]

OF MARRIAGE.
Section'

7. Notice of Intention of Marriage to be en-

tered with Town Clerk.

8. Certificate of Record of Intention to be giv-

en to Parties by Clerk. Such certificate

to be delivered to Person before whom
Marriage is to be solemnized.

9. Certificate not to issue to certain Minors,

except on application of Parent, &c.

Penalty.

10. Clerk may require Affidavit of Ago.

11. Penalty for making False Statement.

12. Parties living in State, and Married out of

it, to file certificate on return. Penalty.

13. No Person to solemnize Marriage of a

Minor, without consent of Parents, if any

in the State competent to act.

Section
14. Marriages, by Whom to be solemnized,

and in what Place.

15. Marriages among Quakers.

16. Persons solemnizing Marriage to keep Rec-

ord, and to make Returns to certain

Town Clerks. Clerk to record all Mar-

riages so returned.

17. Penalty for not making Returns.

18. Penalty for solemnizing a marriage unlaw-

fully.

19. Penalty, on Person not authorized to

Marry.

21. Record of Marriage, or certified copy

thereof, presumptive evidence of Mar-

riage.

Sections 1, 2 and 3. [Marriage between certain relatives pro-

hibited.]

Section 4. [Polygamy forbidden.]

Section 5. [Marriage contracted by insane persons or idiots, void.]

Section 6. [Marriage of persons marrying out of the state in order

to evade, &c, void.]

Section 7. Persons intending to be joined in marriage, shall,

before their marriage, cause notice thereof to be entered in the office

of the clerk, or registrar of the city or town in which they respectively

dwell, if within the State. If there is no such clerk or registrar in

the place of their residence, the entry shall be made in an adjoining

city or town.

Section 8. The clerk or registrar shall deliver to the parties a cer-

tificate under his hand, specifying the time when notice of the inten-

tion of marriage was entered with him, together with all facts in

relation to the marriage required by law to be ascertained and re-

corded, except those respecting the person b}' whom the marriage is

to be solemnized. Such certificate shall be delivered to the minister

or magistrate in whose presence the marriage is to be contracted,

before he proceeds to solemnize the same.
Section 9. If a clerk or registrar issues such certificate to a male

under the age of twenty-one years, or a female under the age of eigh-

teen years, having reasonable cause to suppose the person to be under
such age, except upon the application or consent in writing of the

parent, master, or guardian, of such person, he shall forfeit a sum not

exceeding one hundred dollars; but if there is no parent, master, or

guardian, in this State, competent to act, a certificate may be issued

without such application or consent.

Section 10. The clerk or registrar may require of any person
applying for such certificate, an affidavit sworn to before a justice of

the peace for the county where the application is made, setting forth

the age of the parties ; which affidavit shall be sufficient proof of age

to authorize the issuing of the certificate.

Section 11. Whoever applying for such certificate wilfully makes
a false statement in? relation to the age or residence, parent, master,



clvi APPENDIX.

or guardian, of either of the parties intending marriage, shall forfeit a

sum not exceeding two hundred dollars.

Section 12. When a marriage is solemnized in another State

between parties living in this State, and the}* return to dwell here,

the}- shall, within seven days after their return, file with the clerk or

registrar of the city or town, where either of them lived at the time,

a certificate or declaration of their marriage, including the facts con-

cerning marriages required by law, and for ever}' neglect they shall

forfeit ten dollars.

Section 13. No magistrate or minister shall solemnize a marriage,
having reasonable cause to suppose either of the parties to be under
the age mentioned in section nine, without the consent of the parent
or guardian having the custody of the minor, if- there is any in the

State competent to act.

Section 14. Marriages may be solemnized by a justice of the

peace in the county for which he is appointed, when either of the par-

ties resides in the same county ; and throughout the State by any
minister of the gospel ordained according to the usage of his denom-
ination, who resides within the State and continues to perform the

functions of his office ; but all marriages shall be solemnized in the

city or town in which the person solemnizing them resides, or in which
one or both of the persons to be married reside.

Section 15. Marriages among the people called Friends or

Quakers ma}' be solemnized in the manner heretofore used and prac-

tised in their societies.

Section 16. Every justice of the peace, minister, and clerk, or

keeper of the records of the meeting wherein any marriages among
the Friends or Quakers are solemnized, shall make a record of each
marriage solemnized before him, together with all facts relating to the

marriage required by law to be recorded. He shall also between the

first and tenth days of each month return a copy of the record for the

month next preceding, to the clerk or registrar of the city or town in

which the marriage was solemnized, and shall when neither of the par-

ties to a marriage resides in the city or town in which the marriage is

solemnized, return a copy of the record of such marriage to the clerk

or registrar of the city or town in which one or both parties reside.

All marriages so returned shall be recorded by the clerk or registrar.

Section 17. Every person neglecting to make the returns re-

quired by the preceding section, shall forfeit for each neglect not less

than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars.

Section 18. A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons

in marriage contrary to the provisions of this chapter, knowing that

the marriage is not duly authorized, shall forfeit not less than fifty

nor more than one hundred dollars.

Section 19. Whoever undertakes to join persons in marriage
knowing that he is not authorized so to do, shall be imprisoned in the

jail or confined to hard labor for a term not exceeding six months, or

pay a fine of not less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars.

Section 20. [Unintentional informality does not invalidate mar-
riage in other respects lawful.]

Section 21. The record of a marriage, made and kept as pre-

scribed by law by the person before whom the marriage is solemnized,

or by the clerk or registrar of any city or town,- or a copy of such
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record duly certified, shall be received in all courts and places as pre-

sumptive evidence of such marriage.

Section 22. [Admission of respondent, general repute, &c, com-
petent evidence to prove the fact of marriage.]

Section 23. [Marriage in foreign countries by a consul or diplo-

matic agent valid, and certificate of such consul or agent presumptive
evidence thereof]

[General Statutes— Chapter 29.]

OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS.

Section 10. [County, city, and town records and files may be in-

spected and copied.]

Section 13. [Penalties; for altering or muti-

lating any record, paper, or written document, a sum not exceeding
fifty dollars, — for wrongfully detaining records, and other documents,
fifty dollars.]

[General Statutes— Section 1 of Chapter 174.]

SENTENCE WHEN NO PUNISHMENT IS PROVIDED.

Section 1. In cases of legal conviction, where no punishment is

provided by statute, the court shall award such sentence as is conform-
able to the common usage and practice in this State, according to the

nature of the offence, and not repugnant to the constitution.

[Chapter 138.]

AN ACT CONCERNING THE REGISTRY AND RETURN OF MARRIAGES,
BIRTHS, AND DEATHS.

Section 1 . The clerk of each city and town (except in such cities

and towns as choose a registrar, under the eleventh section of the

twenty-first chapter of the General Statutes, in which cases the pro-

visions of this act shall apply to the registrar), for receiving or ob-

taining, recording, indexing, and returning the facts relating to

marriages, births, and deaths occurring therein, shall be entitled to

receive therefrom the sums following, viz. : for each marriage, fifteen

cents ; for each birth, thirty cents ; for each death returned to him by
the persons specified in sections two, three, and four of chapter twenty-

one of the General Statutes, twenty cents for each of the first twenty
entries, and ten cent- for ^ach subsequent entry ; for each death not

so xcturn^i but by him obtained and recorded, twenty cents.

Section 2. Chapter ninety-six of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and sixty-five, and so much of section seven of the twenty-

first chapter of the General Statutes as is inconsistent herewith, are

hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

[Approved April 7, 1866.
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[Chapter 58.]

AN ACT RELATING TO THE MARRIAGE OF NON-RESIDENT PARTIES.

Section 1. Persons living without the Commonwealth and intend-

ing to be joined in marriage within the Commonwealth, shall, before
their marriage, cause notice of their intention to be entered in the

office of the clerk or registrar of the city or town in which the}7 pro-

pose to have the marriage solemnized ; and no marriage between such
parties shall be solemnized until they have delivered to the justice of
the peace or minister, in whose presence the marriage is to be con-
tracted, a certificate from such clerk or registrar, specifying the time
when notice of the intention of marriage was entered with him,
together with all facts in relation to the marriage required by law
to be ascertained and recorded, except those respecting the person
by whom the marriage is to be solemnized.

Section 2. Marriages imiy be solemnized by a justice of the peace
in the county for which he is appointed.

Section 3. A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons
in marriage contrary to the provisions of this act shall forfeit not less

than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars.

[Approved March 11, 1867.

[Chapter 145.]

AN ACT FIXING THE FEES OF CLERKS AND REGISTRARS FOR THE
REGISTRY AND RETURN OF BIRTHS.

Section 1. The clerk or registrar of a city or town shall receive

the sum of fifty cents for receiving or obtaining, recording, indexing,

and returning the facts relating to each birth ; but a city or town con-

taining more than ten thousand inhabitants ma}' limit the aggregate
compensation allowed to their clerk or registrar.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

[Approved April 2, 1873.

[Chapter 202.]

AN ACT RELATING TO THE FEES OF SEXTONS AND OTHERS.

Section 1. Section four of chapter twent}--one of the General
Statutes is amended by striking out the word " ten " after the words
" fee of," and inserting instead thereof, the Avords "•twenty-five."

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

[Approved April 16, 1873.

[Chapter 341.]

AN ACT CONCERNING FEES OF TOWN CLERKS FOR OBTAINING AND
RECORDING THE FACTS RELATING TO DEATHS.

Chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the acts of the year
eighteen hundred and sixty-six is amended by striking out the words
tk twenty cents," at the close of section one, and substituting therefor

the words " thirty-five cents." [Approved June 6, 1873.
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[Chapter 21.]

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION FIVE OF CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE OF
THE GENERAL STATUTES, IN RELATION TO THE REGISTRY AND
RETURN OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

Section 1. Section five of chapter twenty-one, of the General
Statutes, is hereby amended by striking out the word " February " in

the second line of said section, and inserting in place thereof the

word " March."
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

[Approved February 19, 1875.
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STATISTICAL NOSOLOGY
ADOPTED FOR REGISTRATION IN MASSACHUSETTS.

The following plan of a Nomenclature and Classification of Diseases

does not essentially differ from that authorized by the Registrar-

General of England, to be used in the preparation of the " Weekly

Return of Births and Deaths in London," and is also,. with slight

modifications, identical with that embodied in a report drawn up by

William Farr, Esq., M.D., of London, for the consideration of the

International Statistical Congress which met at Paris in September,

1855 ; which report was printed in the Appendix to the Sixteenth

Registration Report of the Registrar-General, England.

[Note.— This page and those that follow contain two lists of causes of death. The first,

— that on the left side, — may be called the Tabular List, and comprises all the heads which
it is proposed to admit into the complete tables (IX. and X.) and under which all deaths,
from whatever cause, are finally distributed. It represents those diseases which, under the
same terms, or terms strictly synonymous with them, are found in practice to occur most
frequently.
The Supplemental List is subordinate to the first, and contains the principal special dis-

eases which it may be considered desirable to note. The figures in this list indicate the cor-

responding numbers of the tabular list under which such diseases are ultimately arranged.
Table VIII. includes both the Tabular and Supplemental lists; Tables IX. and X. the Tab-

ular list only.]

CAUSES OF DEATH.

TABULAR LIST.

CLASS I. Zymotic Diseases.

Okdek 1. — Miasmatic
I. 1. — 1. Smallpox

2. Measles .

3. Scarlatina
4. Diphtheria
5. Quinsy .

6. Croup
7. Whooping Cough .

8. Typhoid (and Infantile)

0. Erysipelas
10. Metria (Puerperal Fever
11. Carbuncle

12. Influenza

13. Dysentery
14. Diarrhoea
15. Cholera Infantum
10. Cholera .

17. Ague
IS. Remittent Fever .

19. Rheumatism .

20. Cerebro-spinal Meningitis

Fever

)
'

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST.
Of Diseases of Special Character

(or Synonymes).

I. 1. —

1

Vaccination not stated.
Smallpox (2d attack).
After vaccination.
Erysipelas, &c, after

vaccination.
Chickenpox.
Miliaria.

2. Rubeola.
?>. Angina maligna.
5. Mumps.

Tonsillitis.

8. Tvphus fever.
9. Phlebitis.

Pyemia.
Hospital gangrene.
Septicaemia.
Ervthema.

10. Childbed fever.

11. Anthrax.

17. Intermittent fever.

18. Yellow fever.

10. Rheumatism with peri-

carditis, or disease of
heart.

20. " Spotted fever."
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CAUSES OF DEATH— (Continued).

TABULAE
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CAUSES OF DEATH— (Continued).

TABULAR LIST.

CLASS III. — (Continued.)

Order 7. — Organs of Locomotion.
III. 7. — 1. Arthritis .

2. Joint Disease* &c. .

Order 8. — Integumentary System.

III. 8. — 1. Phlegmon .

2. Ulcer
3. Skin Diseases* &c. .

CLASS IV. Developmental Diseases

IY. 1

Order 1.

—

Developmental Diseases of
Children.

1. Stillborn

2. Premature Birth and Infantile

Debility
3. Cyanosis
4. Spina Bifida

5. Other Malformations
6. Teething .

Order 2. — Developmental Diseases of
Women.

IV. 2. — 1. Paramenia
2. Childbirth. (See Metria I. 1.-9.)

Order 3. — Developmental Diseases of Old
People.

IV. 3. — 1. Old Age

Order 4. — Diseases of Nutrition.
IV. 4. — 1. Atrophy and Debility .

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST.

in. 7.—1.

IV.

Ostitis.

Periostitis.
Fragilitas ossium.
Mollifies ossium.
Caries.
Necrosis.
Exostosis.

-1. Abscess (part not stat-

ed).

Boil.
Whitlow.

3. Roseola.
Urticaria.
Eczema.
Herpes.
Pemphigus.
Ecthyma.
Impetigo.
Psoriasis.
Ichthyosis. [ed).

Tumor (part not stat-

-2. Atelectasis.
5. Anus imperforatus.

Cleft palate.
Idiocy.

.—1. Chlorosis.
Climacteria.
Menorrhagia.

2. Miscarriage.
Abortion.
Puerperal mania.
Puerperal convulsions.
Phlegmasia dolens.
Csesarian operation.
Extra-uterine fcetation.

Flooding.
Retention of placenta.
Presentation of "
Deformed pelvis.

Breast abscess.

* See Note under III. 1.
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CAUSES OF DEATH—(Concluded).

TABULAR LIST.

CLASS V. Violent Deaths.

Order 1.

—

Accident or Negligence.
1. — 1. Fractures and Contusions *

2. Wounds
3. Burns and Scalds
4. Poison .

5. Drowning
6. Suffocation .

7. Otherwise

Order 2. — In Battle.

Order 3. — Homicide.

Order 4. — Suicide.

Y. 4. — 1. Wounds
2. Poison
3. Drowning
4. Hanging
5. Otherwise

Order 5. — Execution.
V. 5. — Hanging
V. 6. — Violent Deaths, not classed, ("cas-

ualty")

Sudden, cause unascertained.

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST.

Railroad accidents.
Lost at sea.

Asphyxia.
Strangulation.
Exposure.
Cold water.
Frozen.
Heat.
Lightning.
Surgical operation.
Neglect.

* Including " Railroad Accidents.

Note.—Cases of " infantile fever " are classed with typhus, relapsing, and other

continued fevers, under one name, " typhoid fever." Cases of " rheumatic fever "

are classed with " rheumatism; " of " hemorrhage," and " abscess," with the dis-

eases of the organs affected. Cases of death from cold, heat, drinking cold water,

lightning, surgical operation, and exposure, are placed under "Otherwise."

[V. 7]. As " stricture of the urethra " is almost invariably the result of gonorr-

hoea, it is classed as I. 2.-2.
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