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dred and eleven, so much of chapter ninety-three A, so much of 
section sixteen of chapter two hundred and seventy, so much of 
chapters one hundred and forty-three, one hundred and forty-
eight, and two hundred and thirty-nine, jurisdiction under the 
provisions of common law and of equity and any other general or 
special law, ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation as is con
cerned directly or indirectly with the health, safety, or welfare 
of any occupant of any place used, or intended for use, as a 
place of human habitation and the possession, condition, or use 
of any particular housing accommodations or household goods or 
services situated therein or furnished in connection therewith. 
The divisions of the housing court department shall also have 
jurisdiction of all housing problems, including all contract and 
tort actions which affect the health, safety and welfare of the 
occupants or owners thereof, arising within and affecting resi
dents in the city of Boston, in the case of that division, and 
Hampden county, in the case of that division, and shall also 
have jurisdiction in equity, concurrent with the divisions of the 
district court department, the divisions of the probate and family 
court department, the superior court department, the appeals 
court, and the supreme judicial court, of all cases and matters 
so arising. 

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved April 6, 1979. 

Chap. 73. AN ACT RELATIVE TO RENOVATING A CERTAIN 
BUILDING AS A COURT HOUSE FOR THE DIS
TRICT COURT OF WESTERN HAMPDEN. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 450 of the acts of 1978 is 
hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting 
in place thereof the following sentence:- The county commis
sioners of Hampden county are hereby authorized to acquire by 
purchase from the city of Westfield a certain parcel of land with 
the building thereon, formerly the site of the United States post 
office, and to renovate and originally equip said building as a 
court house to provide suitable and adequate facilities for the 
district court of western Hampden after conducting a feasibility 
study which has determined that the cost of acquisition, reno
vation and equipping of said building as a court house shall not 
exceed the sum to be borrowed as set forth in section two of 
this act. Said study shall provide the costs incurred for the 
acquisition, renovation and the equipping of said building. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved April 9, 1979. 

Chap. 74. AN ACT GRANTING PERMANENT CIVIL SERVICE 
STATUS TO CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NORTHAMPTON. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 
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SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the 
contrary, the following persons who are presently employed by 
the school department in the city of Northampton and who are 
not otherwise exempt from the provisions of the civil service law 
in accordance with section five of chapter thirty-one of the Gen
eral Laws, shall be deemed to be appointed under the provisions 
of said civil service law: 

Building Custodians: Robert Burrows, John Connell. 
Senior Building Custodian: Michael Diemand. 
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

(The foregoing was laid before the Governor on the twenty-
sixth day of March, 1979 and after ten days it had "the force 
of a law", as prescribed by the Constitution, as it was not 
returned by him with his objections thereto within that time.) 

Chap. 75. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF WATER-
TOWN TO APPOINT A SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO 
ARRANGE FOR A CELEBRATION COMMEMO
RATING THE THREE HUNDRED FIFTIETH ANNI
VERSARY OF THE SETTLEMENT OF THE TOWN 
OF WATERTOWN. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The selectmen of the town of Watertown are here
by authorized to appoint a committee, consisting of not less than 
five members, who shall be residents of said town, to devise ways 
and means of observing the three hundred fiftieth anniversary of 
the settlement of the town of Watertown and to handle all 
arrangements in connection with the celebration thereof, and to 
designate one of said members as treasurer of said committee, 
who shall deposit all receipts in the special revolving fund es
tablished in section three. Said treasurer shall give bond for 
the faithful performance of his duties in such form and in such 
amount as the selectmen may determine. The committee shall elect 
from its membership a chairman and a secretary. Said committee 
may expend for the aforesaid purposes such sums as it deems 
necessary, including the expenses for stationery, advertising and 
stenographic services. The members of said committee shall re
ceive no compensation for their services. 

SECTION 2. For the purposes of this act, the town of Water-
town may appropriate such sums as it may determine. 

SECTION 3. Pursuant to the provisions of clause (27) of sec
tion five of chapter forty of the General Laws, and notwith
standing the provisions of section fifty-three of chapter forty-
four of the General Laws, the town of Watertown is hereby author
ized to establish in its treasury a special revolving fund in which 
shall be deposited any and all appropriations, receipts, contri
butions, grants and other monies of the committee established to 
observe the three hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the settle
ment of the town of Watertown. Said funds shall be kept sepa
rate by the town treasurer from any other money, funds or pro-


