
HOUSE No. 85 G.

House of Representatives, Feb. 14,1895.
[Mr. Shf.a of Cambridge gives notice that if rejection is negatived

he will move to substitute this bill for the bill which is printed as
House, No. 185.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-five.

AN ACT
To provide for the Greater Safety of Railroad Employees.

He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. From and after the first day of January,
2 eighteen hundred and ninety-six, it shall be unlawful
3 for any railroad company incorporated in this Common-

-4 wealth operating its road by steam power to haul any
5 freight cars owned by it of the pattern or style known
6 as box cars over their road unless there be on the sides
7 of the roof of said cars and extending not less than
8 eight inches above the roof a guard or rail securely
9 fastened to the roof of said cars, which rail shall not

10 extend directly above any side ladder, and of sufficient
11 size and strength to hold the body of a man falling
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12 against the same, so as to prevent a brakeman or other
13 person slipping on the roof of said cars from rolling off
14 the same, and unless the platform or runway above the
15 r’oof of such car extends over the ends of said car to
16 such a distance that when two cars are coupled together
17 the space between the ends of said platform shall not be
18 greater than ten inches. This section shall not apply to
19 hay cars hauled over the route running through the
20 Hoosac tunnel, but such cars shall be provided with a
21 rail of the greatest possible height to allow cars to pass
22 under said tunnel.

1 Sect. 2. After January first, eighteen hundred and
2 ninety-six, in any action brought to recover damages
3 against a railroad company incorporated in this Com-
-4 monwealth for injuries to an employee caused in whole
5 or in part by falling from the roof of a box car, evidence
6 that such car was not protected at the time of such acci-
-7 dent in the manner required by section one of this act
8 shall be prima facie evidence of negligence on the part
9 of said railroad company.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.






