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Executive Department Boston, April 8,18i
House of RepresentedJtl

In conformity with the request of the Executive Council
recommending that the matters relating to the “ erection of a
monument to mark the site of the first town meeting held in
America and of the first free public school,” be transmitted
by the Governor to the Legislature in a special message, I
herewith submit the documents relating to the matter for
your consideration and action.

L1

CoMONWEALTH OP M
Council Chamber, Bos'. 4, 1895.

The Special Committee appointed to consider what action
shall be taken by the Governor and Council under chapter
100 of the Resolves of 1894 submit the report of the his-
torical authorities who were appointed under order of Council
“ to examine the whole mass of evidence submitted to the
committee, and recommend that these conclusions lie trans-
mitted by His Excellency the Governor to the Legislature
in a special message.

For the Committee

ROGER WOLCOTT.

Frederic T. Geeenhalge.

Commomncaltl) of ittassactyusctte.

Adopted in Council, April 4 1895

F. HamlinE.
Execuliv



9 [Apr.GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE.

COPT.I
His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth and the Honorable

Council.

The undersigned have carefully considered the questions
arising under chapter 100 of the Resolves of 1894, and the
able and ingenious arguments submitted at various times to
the committee of the Council, and herewith submit their
unanimous opinion on the matters involved.

At the outset they desire to state that they have thought
it was the obvious intent of the legislature to confine the
location of the proposed monument or monuments within
the present limits of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
and they have accordingly narrowed their inquiry to that
view. They have furthermore thought that all mere tradi-
tions and probabilities were to be set aside as having no
affirmative value, unless supported by contemporaneous
documentary evidence. All historical inquirers know how
little reliance can be placed on tradition; and the argument
from probability can only be of weight in throwing doubt
on insufficiently supported claims.

In considering the first question, namely, where “the first
town meeting” in Massachusetts was held, all historical
scholars will agree that the only authorities now known to
which resource can be had are the records of the eailiest
settled towns and the records of the Plymouth and Massa-
chusetts Colonies, and also, of nearly equal value, the two
contemporaneous documents known as “ Bradford’s His-
tory” and “ Winthrop’s Journal.” Most of the early town
records which have escaped the ravages of time have come
down to us in a very imperfect condition, sometimes with
pages missing at the beginning, as in the cases of Salem and
Dorchester, while in the case of Gloucester it is stated that
there has been a loss of many years; and in the cases of
Plymouth, Charlestown, Boston and Cambridge, the extant
records do not begin until months or years after the settle-
ment or incorporation of the town. In this loss or want of
important materials it is impossible to determine from the
town records when any town held “ its first town meeting.’’
This lack of information is not supplied by the Colony
Records ; and neither Bradford or Winthrop affords adequate



31895.] HOUSE —No. 1134.

help. For though Bradford refers several times to meetings
in Plymouth at which business was transacted, his statements
are too vague to justify historical scholars in making a
positive assertion that they were such meetings as come
within the meaning of the Resolve. The undersigned do
not find, therefore, that there is now such historical evidence
as would satisfy impartial inquirers as to the location of
“ the first town meeting” in Massachusetts.

In considering the question where was “ the first free
public school supported by general taxation,” there are not
only the difficulties arising from the loss of the earliest town
records, but there is also the difficulty growing out of the
meagerness and uncertainty of the records which have been
fortunately preserved. None of them is sufficiently minute
and exact to enable the student of history to affirm with cer-
tainty that the particular school referred to in the record
was such a school as is described in the Resolve of 1894,
and is now to be commemorated as the earliest of the
schools from wT hich the present Massachusetts school system
was evolved.

In the hearings before the Committee of the Council, the
representatives of more than one town expressed the opinion,
that it would be far better not to erect a monument or monu-
ments than to put up one in a town which it may be found is
not entitled to that implied honor. In this opinion all
students and lovers of history will concur; and in view of
the present knowledge on the subject, the undersigned would
suggest that no action on the subject be taken, and that the
Resolve of 1894 be repealed. The history of Massachusetts
as respects popular government and free school education
speaks for itself, and does not need to be perpetuated by any
monumental inscriptions of doubtful historical accuracy.

All which is respectfully submitted in accordance with an
order of the Council approved February 28, 1895.

Maech 25, 1895.

SAMUEL A. GREEN.
CHARLES C. SMITH.
EDWARD CHANNING.




