
HOUSE .... No. 1339.

Proposed amendments to the Senate Bill to

revise the Charter of the City of Boston
(Senate, No. 288).

Mr. Geary ot Boston gives notice that he will move to
amend as follows :

Strike out section 1 and insert a new section, viz

1 Section 1. The term for which the major of
2 the city of Boston shall be elected shall be deter-
-3 mined by the voters of said city at the state elec-
-4 tion in November of the present year. The form
5 in which the question to be decided shall be put
6 to the voters shall be as follows:
7 Terra for mayor of the city of Boston one

8 year.

9 Term for mayor of the city of Boston two
10 years.
11 Term for mayor of the city of Boston three
12 years.
13 The period of time receiving the highest num-

-14 ber of votes at said election shall be the term of

Commonwealth of illdssactyusctts.
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15 years which the mayor shall be elected, cora-
-16 mencing with the first Monday of January
17 following his election, and until his successor is
18 chosen and qualified.
19 The preference of the voters on this question
20 shall be expressed in the same manner as by law
21 provided for the election of candidates for public
22 office. In case of a vacancy in the office of mayor,
23 the city council shall, if such vacancy occurs
21 before the last six months of said term, order an
25 election for a mayor to serve for the unexpired
26 term, and if such vacancy occurs in the last six
27 mouths of the term, the chairman of the board of
28 aldermen shall act as mayor for the unexpired
29 terra.

In section 2 insert in line 1 the following words, after the
word “ department,” “ is hereby created as a department
of the city of Boston and the election department.”

Amendment to section 2 :

Strike out the following words in lines 3 and 4, “are

hei'eby created as departments of the city of Boston and.”
Insert after word “ shall,” in lined, the word “ hereafter.”
So such section (section 2), if amended, shall read as

follows:

1 Sect. 2. The election department is hereby
2 created as a department of the city of Boston, and
3 the election department, the fire department, the
4 water department and the institutions depart-
-5 ment shall hereafter be under the charge of the
6 officers herein designated therefor. Said officers
7 shall be appointed by the mayor of said city,
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8 subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen;
9 and chapter two hundred and sixty-six of the

10 acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-
-11 five, and all other acts relating to departments of
12 the city of Boston or the officers and employees
13 thereof, not inconsistent herewith, shall be appli-
-11 cable to the departments created by this act and
15 to the officers and employees thereof.

In section 3 add after the word “ cause,” in the 22d line,
the following words, “to be stated in the order of
removal.” So such section (section 3) shall read as follows,
if amended ;

1 Sect. 3. The election department shall be
2 under the charge of a board of four election com-
-3 missioners, and they shall be so selected that two
1 will always be of the political party which at the
5 annual state election next preceding their apjtoint-
6 ment cast the largest vote for governor, and two
7 will be of the political party which cast the next
8 largest vote for governor; during the current
9 year one of said commissioners shall be appointed

10 for one year, one for two years, one for three
11 years and one for four years, beginning with the
12 first day of May in the year eighteen hundred
13 and ninety-five, and annually after the current
14 year one such commissioner shall be appointed as
15 aforesaid for the term of four years, beginning
16 with the first day of May in the year of his ap-
-17 pointment. The mayor shall, on or before the
18 first day of May in each year, designate one of
19 said commissioners to serve as chairman for the
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20 year beginning with said day. Any commissioner
21 aforesaid may, after notice and hearing, be re-
-22 moved by the mayor of said city for cause to be
23 stated in the order of removal. Said commis-
-21 sioners shall receive an annual salary, the chair-
-25 man of four thousand dollars, and each of the
2G other commissioners of three thousand five hun-
-27 dred dollars, or such other salary as the city
28 council may by ordinance prescribe. The board
29 of registrars of voters and the offices of regis-
-30 trars of voters of said city are hereby abolished.

In section 5, strike out in line 10 the words “ chief justice
of the municipal court,” and insert the words “corporation
counsel.”

Strike out in line 11 commencing with the word “or”
(after Boston) inclusive and down to and including the word

disabled” in line 13.
Strike out in line 18 the words commencing with “ chief”

down to and including the word “court” in the 19th line,
and insert the words “ corporation counsel.”

So said section five (section 5), if amended, would read

as follows :

1 Sect. 5. Said board of election commissioners
2 shall constitute the Boston ballot law commission,
3 and shall, in all matters relating to objections and
4 questions arising in the case of nominations of
5 candidates for city offices in said city, have all
C the powers and duties prescribed for the ballot
7 law commission of the state, in matters under
8 their jurisdiction; and in every case where the
9 said commissioners sit as a ballot law commission
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i10 the corporation counsel of the city of Boston
11 shall preside, but shall not vote except in case
12 the other commissioners are evenly divided in
13 their decision, when he shall cast the deciding
14 vote. In every other matter in which the com-

-15 missioners are equally divided said corporation
16 counsel, as above provided, shall act with them
17 and cast the deciding vote.

In section 6 strike out the word “six” in line 4 and
insert in place thereof the word “ five.”

Strike out the word “ tenth ” in line 4.
Strike out in line 21 the words “ annual registers and
Strike out in line 27 the word “The” and insert tl

word “ each.”
Strike out in line 27 the word “years” and insert th

word “ year.”

Strike out commencing with and including the w1
designated” in line 27, inclusive, and including the word
registers” in line 28. So said section (section 6) shall

read as follow

1 Sect. G. Said board of election commission-
-2 ers shall, between the first day of May and the
3 first day of October in the year eighteen hundred
4 and ninety-five, and in every year thereafter,
5 make a new general register of the qualified
6 voters of said city. Said general register shall
7 be prepared in the manner provided by law for
8 preparing general registers, but in determining
9 the residence of any voter for registration, said

10 election commissioners shall receive as prim

11 facie evidence of such residence a certificate fi
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12 the assessors of taxes or a tax bill, or notice from
the collector of taxes in said city showing that
such person has been assessed for a poll tax as a
resident of said city on the first day of May, and
in case the applicant shall fail to present such
certificate, bill or notice, he shall be required to
otherwise satisfy the said commissioners as to
such residence. Changes may be made in said
new general register on account of illegal regis-
tration, and the voting lists of said city shall be
prepared therefrom, in the manner provided by
law for preparing annual registers and voting
lists in cities, and no person shall be placed thereon
whose name is not borne on said new general
register. Until the first day of September of each
year voters may be registered at the central regis-
tration office in said city; but during the month
of September of said years said board shall keep
open one or more places for registration in each
ward of said city, as said board shall deem suffi-
cient, where alone registration of the citizens of
that ward shall be made daily from eight o’clock
a.m. to ten o’clock p.m., except Sunday.
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So said section (section 12) shall read as follows

1 Sect. 12. The water department of said city
2 shall be under the charge of one water coramis-
-3 sioner, who shall be appointed for a term of three
4 years, and shall receive an annual salary of five
5 thousand dollars, or such other salary as the city

In section 12 insert after the word “ department,” in line
8, the words “ are hereby consolidated.”
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6 council may by ordinance prescribe. The water
7 supply department and the water income depart-
-8 ment are hereby consolidated, and the offices of
9 the Boston water board, the water commissioners

10 and water registrar are hereby abolished.

In section 13 strike out commencing with the word “ to,”
in line 2, all the words down to and including the word
“ power,” in line 5.

Strike out the word “ and” in line 21 and insert the fol-
lowing after the word “ city ”

:

“ The water commissioner, the city engineer and the
nrporation counsel of the city of Boston shall constitute a

board to, and shall have power
Strike out the word “ comr ioner ” in line 23 and in

sert the word “ board.”
Strike out the word “ and after the word “ supply,” in

25th lin
Insert after the word “ supply,” in 25th line, the follow

imr

Said water commissioner shall have power."
Insert in 25th line after the word “ all ” the word “ other."
So said section, when amended, shall read as follows:

1 Sect. 13. Said water commissioner acting for
2 said city shall have power to protect the purity
3 and prevent the pollution of said waters ;

4 to construct and maintain dams, reservoirs and
5 storage basins for said waters; to collect and
6 store said waters ; to convey said waters into
7 the places said city is authorized to supply
8 with water; to distribute and use said waters
9 therein; to sell said waters or parts thereof and

10 to fix the rates to be paid therefor by the owner
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11 of the premises to which any of said water is
furnished or by the person or persons using any
of said waters; to furnish and attach meters
where he deems it necessary; to construct and
maintain buildings, machinery, roads, drains,
pipes, conduits and aqueducts, and lay and
maintain pipes for the purposes of the water
supply of said city. The water commissioner,
the city engineer and the corporation counsel of
the city of Boston shall constitute a board to,
and shall have power to, take by purchase or
otherwise such lands in fee, rights in lands,
waters and water rights as said board may deem
necessary for the purposes of said water supply.
Said water commissioner shall have power to do
all other acts and things that said city or said
water board or water registrar is authorized by
law to do relating to the water supply of said city.
Said water commissioner shall have and exercise
all the powers and duties conferred by the ordi-
nances of said city upon the Boston water board
or the water registrar of said city, subject to such
changes and alterations in said ordinances not
inconsistent with this act as the city council of
said city may hereafter from time to time make
by ordinance.
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In section 14 strike out commencing with the word “ the,”
in line 7, and the words down to and including the word
“ and” in line 8. So said section, when amended, shall read
as follows:

1 Sect. 14. The institutions department shall be
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2 under the charge of one institutions commissioner,
3 who shall be appointed for three years, and shall
4 receive an annual salary of five thousand dollars, or
5 such other salary as the city council may by
6 ordinance prescribe. The board of commissioners
7 of public institutions and the offices of commis-
-8 sioners of public institutions are hereby abolished.

In section 16 strike out in lines 6 and 7 the words “ and
not otherwise.” So if amended would read as follows :

1 Sect. 16, Any person committed to any of the
2 institutions under the charge of said institutions
8 commissioner may be discharged or released on
4 probation at the discretion of said commissioner,
5 when approved by a justice of the court by which
6 he was committed to such institution.

Strike out section 18.
In section 19 strike out in line 3 the following word

“ One or more health.”
Strike out all after the word “ department” in 11th line,

and insert the following “ are hereby consolidated with the
Board of Health department.’

Strike out the word “ and afterword “direct” in 9th
line.

So if amended would read a folio

1 Sect. 10. The board of health of the city of
2 Boston shall appoint as employees of the health
3 department inspectors, who shall, as designated
4 by said board, have and perform all the powers
5 and duties conferred by law upon inspectors of
6 milk, inspectors of vinegar and inspectors of pro-
-7 visions and of animals intended for slaughter.
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8 and such other duties as said board may direct.
9 The inspection of milk and vinegar department,

10 and inspection of provisions department are
11 hereby consolidated with the board of health
12 department.

Strike out section 21 and insert a new section, to be
known as section 21:

1 Sect. 21. The office of city suveyor of the
2 city of Boston is hereby abolished and the sur-
-3 veying department is hereby consolidated with
4 the board of street commissioners’ department.
5 All the powers and duties now exercised by
6 said surveying department are hereby transferred
7 to the board of street commissioners’ department.

In section 22 strike out in line 10 the words “ such de-
partment” and insert the words “said superintendent of
public buildings.”

Strike out in line 12 all after the word “ by,” inclusive,
down to and including the word “ determine” in 14th line,
'and insert “ said superintendent of public buildings.”

Add after the word “mayor” at the end of section 22 the

following words: “The superintendent of public build-
ings may, with the approval of the mayor, appoint not
exceeding three assistants, wT ho shall be citizens and residents
of Boston, each to have charge of a division of the depart-
ment, and a secretary of such department; and such appoint-
ment shall be exempt from the laws relating to civil service
in the Commonwealth and the cities and towns thereof.”

Said section 22, if amended, would read as follows :

1 Sect. 22. The architect department and the

2 office of city architect of said city are hereby
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o

construction by said department shall be placed
5 under the charge of the superintendent of public
6 buildings, who shall see that the buildings are
7 completed in accordance with the contracts

8 already made therefor. Any building hereafter
9 required by said city for the use of any depart-

10 ment shall be built by said superintendent ofpublic
11 buildings, and any building not for the use of
12 any department shall be built by said superin-
-13 tendent of public buildings, but the plans of all
11 buildings shall be subject to the approval of any
15 officer or board specified in the statutes relating
16 thereto, and of the mayor, and the selection of
17 the architect shall be subject to the approval of
18 the mayor. The superintendent of public build-
-19 ings, may, with the approval of the mayor, ap-
-20 point not exceeding thine assistants, each to have
21 charge of a division of the department, and
99 a secretary of such department, and such
23 appointment shall be exempt from the laws relat-
21 ing to civil service in the Commonwealth and the
25 cities and towns thereof.

Strike out section 26
Strike out section 28 and insert the following new sc

tion :

1 Sect. 28. The creation of any department or

2 the consolidation of any of the departments of
3 the city of Boston under the provisions of this
1 act shall be effected when approved by the city
5 council of said city.

3 abolished, and all buildings now in process of
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Strike out section 29 and insert a new section as follows

1 Sect. 29. Upon the acceptance by the city
2 council of Boston of the creation of any depart-
-3 ment or the consolidation of any of the depart-
-4 raents of said city under the provisions of this
5 act. All acts and parts of acts, so far as they are
6 inconsistent with such creation or consolidation,
7 are hereby repealed, and all ordinances and parts
8 of ordinances inconsistent with such creation or
9 consolidation when so accepted are hereby an-

-10 nulled; and said city shall not appoint any officer
11 or pass any ordinance inconsistent with the crea-
-12 tion or consolidation so accepted.

Mr. Roueke of Boston gives notice that he will move to
amend as follows :

Strike out in section 1, line 2, the words “ three year
and insert in place thereof the words “ one year.”

Strike out all after section 5, line 1, and insert the follow-
mg

Said board of election commissioners shall constitute the
Boston ballot law commissioners, and shall in all matters re-

lating to objections and questions arising in the case of

nominations of candidates for city offices in said city have
all the powers and duties prescribed for the ballot law com-

mission of the state in matters under their jurisdiction, and

in every case where the said commissioners sit as a ballot
commission the corporation counsel of the city of Boston

shall preside, but shall not vote, except in case the commis-
sioners are evenly divided in their decision, when he shall
cast the deciding vote. In every other matters in which
the commissioners are equally divided said corporation coun-

sel, as above provided, shall act with them and cast the decid-
ing vote.
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Add at the end of section 16 the words “ provided, how-
er, that in any case which in the judgment of the commis-

sioner requires immediate action said commissioner shall
have power to discharge or release without the approval of
said justices.”

Add a new section after section 27, as follows

1 Sect. 28. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by the city council of the city of Bos-
-8 ton in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five.








