
HOUSE No. 10.

House of Representatives, Jar
Introduced on leave by Mr. Clarke of Wellesley.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To prohibit Rough Sports.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
n General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
ame, as follows:
1 Section 1. Whoever engages in a public boxing
2 match or sparring exhibition, with or without gloves, or
3 in a public wrestling contest, and whoever uses violence
4 to overcome skill in any other game or sport, shall for
5 each offence be punished by fine not exceeding two hun-
-6 dred dollars or imprisonment in the house of correction
7 not exceeding three months, or by both such fine and
8 imprisonment.

CommontDcaltl) of iHoooadjusctts.

1 Sect. 2. Whoever plans, advertises, manages or par-
-2 ticipates in any public contest that is prohibited in tin
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3 foregoing section shall be subject to the same penalties
4 prescribed in said section.

1 Sect. 3. Section one hundred and fifteen of chap-
-2 ter one hundred and two of the Public Statutes, as
3 amended by section three of chapter four hundred and
4 thirty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
5 ninety-five, is hereby amended by inserting after the
6 word “ reasonable,” in the seventh line, the words “ ex-
7 cept that no license shall be granted for any show or
8 sport which involves or is liable to lead to assault or
9 battery, with or without malice,” —so as to read as fol-

10 lows:
11 Section 115. The mayor and aldermen of a city or
12 the selectmen of a town may, except as provided in sec-
-13 lion nine of chapter forty-eight, license theatrical exhibi-
-14 tions, public shows, public amusements and exhibitions
15 of every description, to which admission is obtained upon
16 payment of money or the delivery of any valuable thing,
17 or by a ticket or voucher obtained for money or any
18 valuable thing, upon such terms and conditions as they
19 deem reasonable, except that no license shall be granted
20 for any show or sport which involves or is liable to lead
21 to assault or battery, with or without malice; and they
22 may revoke or suspend the same at their pleasure: pro-
23 vided, however, that they shall not grant a license for any
24 such theatrical exhibitions, public shows, public amuse-
-25 merits or exhibitions of any description whatsoever to be
26 held upon the Lord’s day.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage






