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and claims are received fromThe office is well established
all parts of the Commonwealth,
as many certificates issued as
reasons for the falling off in the

While there have not been
in former years, there are

number of certificates issued.
One reason for this is that the Commissioner of Pensions
appointed a Board of Revision selected from the Board of
Review, the final adjudicating division, whose duty it was
to determine who are entitled to pensions, and send such
claims to the certificate division for allowance. The exam-
iners in the Board of Revision were directed to examine the
files and cause the usual letter to be sent to the pensioners,
stating that the medical evidence on file does not show that
they are entitled to the pension they are now drawing. In
case the pensioner is drawing twelve dollars per month
thirty days will be allowed him in which to file evidence to
show that he is disabled to such an extent as to entitle him
to the twelve dollars per month. Where a pensioner is
drawing the full amount, under the Act of June 27, 1890,
medical evidence is required to prove that he is totally
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disabled for manual labor. When satisfactory evidence is
filed to show his total disability to perform manual labor, in
most cases the pensioner is kept on the rolls at his former
rate. Where a pensioner is in receipt of a pension of eight
or six dollars per month, and receives notice that the evi-
dence on file shows that he is not entitled to this rating, the
evidence filed to keep him on the rolls at the same rate
must show that he is not less than two-thirds disabled for
manual labor.

There are some cases where evidence has been filed to show
a pensioner’s disability ; but notwithstanding this his name
has been dropped, and unjustly so, as the disability with
which he is suffering should entitle him to his pension. In
such cases the only method of proceedure is for him to make
a new application and accompany it with a physician’s cer-
tificate that he is disabled to an extent to entitle him to a
pension. It often happens that a new application made
when a pensioner has been dropped is prosecuted success-
fully and he is again in receipt of his pension. This office
has been in receipt of ten or twelve of these notices in one
day, from the pensioners throughout the Commonwealth. In
all such cases blanks with instructions are forwarded to the
applicants, and when the evidence has been procured, has
been returned to this office and filed in the Pension Bureau.

This has added materially to the work of the office; and I
am happy to state that numerous complaints have been made
to the Commissioner of Pensions that the old soldiers have
been treated unjustly and unfairly, and the Board of Re-
vision has been dissolved and the men composing the Board
have been set to work adjudicating the claims of the sol-
diers and their dependents. I notice since the dissolution
of the Board of Revision the number of certificates issued by
the Department has been greatly increased.

One reason for the delay of claimants in receiving their
pensions is that the application, or some testimony in the
form of affidavits, was executed by an officer who has no
certificate of his commission on file in the Pension Bureau.
We are daily in receipt of communications from the Depart-
ment asking for the genuineness of the signature of certain
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officials throughout the Commonwealth, who execute papers
and have not the necessary certificate on file in the Depart-
ment. Such officials delay the pension claims some four
months.

Under former administrations, only the soldier pensioned
under the general law, having died leaving no widow ox-
minor child, and without means to meet his burial expenses,
could feel that whoever paid the expenses of last sickness
and burial could collect the pension duo him, for re-imburse-
ment for the same. The Act of March 2d, 1895, provides
that whoever pays the expenses of sickness and burial of
pensioners under the general law, and also pensioners under
the Act of June 27, 1890, male or female, is entitled to re-
ceive the pension due at the date of death of said pensioner,
provided they have left no means with which to meet such
expenses. The Act of March 2, 1895, increased all pen-
sions of less than six dollars per month to that amount,
which is the least sum paid to any pensioner per month.

The Commissioner of Pensions has ruled that when a
soldier arrives at the age of seventy-five years he shall be

entitled to the full rating under the Act of June 27, 1890,
twelve dollars per month, without appearing before a

board of surgeons for examination.
I repeat what I have said in a former report, that all citi-

zens of the Commonwealth who have claims against the
United States Government would find it to their advantage
to make this office the medium through which to prosecute
their claims. As the officer in charge of this agency, lam
in close communication with the Pension Bureau in Wash-
ington, have a complete system of appropriate blanks for
use in all classes of cases, and am fully equipped for the
quick dispatch of all business pertaining to claims placed in
my charge as representative of the State. The relations
between this office and the Bureau of Pensions at Washino--
ton are such as to insure the immediate attention in every
case, and I know it would be for the advantage of claimants
in this Commonwealth to confer with this office, rather than
employ claim agents or trouble Congressmen to look alter
their claims.
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Total number of claims received, .... 1,206
Number of claims allowed, 527
Number of claims rejected, 337
Amount collected, $12,568 29
Affidavits made and filed, 9,761
Pension vouchers executed, 5,248
Letters received, 5,042
Letters written, 5,601
Total expense of office, ...... $5,877 13

submitted,Respec

State Pension Agent.

itfully

J. B. PARSONS,


