
HOUSE No. 44.

House of Representatives, Jan. 9, 1896.
[Presented by Mr. Young of Springfield. Federal Relations.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six,

RESOLUTIONS

Relative to the Navigation of the Connecticut River.

1 Whereas, It is desirable that the attention of congress
2 should be called to the urgent need of re-opening the
3 Connecticut river, running through the states of Massa-
-4 chusetts and Connecticut, to navigation, as far up said
5 river as the cities of Springfield or of Holyoke in said
6 Commonwealth, for the following reasons : -

7 First, because the re-establishing of navigation on the
8 Connecticut river will restore to said river the shipping
9 industry that formerly made up a large part of the busi-

-10 ness of Springfield.
11 Second, because the Connecticut river is the largest
12 and most important river in New England.
13 Third, because navigation on the Connecticut river
14 would enable the general government to reach by water
15 her arsenal and United States armory at Springfield.
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16 Fourth, because by the opening of navigation on said
17 river the general government would save thousands of
18 dollars annually in freight charges.
19 Fifth, because by making said river navigable, mil-
-20 lions of dollars would be saved in freight charges to the
21 people living along its banks.
22 Sixth, because it would benefit a territory populated
23 by more than five hundred thousand inhabitants.
24 Seventh, because it would advance the prosperity of a
25 section of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that is
26 increasing in population with marked rapidity.
27 Eighth, because by removing the present obstructions
28 that impede navigation, as well as the natural flow of the
29 river, the health of the people living along its borders
30 would be less liable to the dangers of malaria, resulting
31 from the overflow of the said river, in the spring of the
32 year, caused by said obstructions.
33 Ninth, because by making said river navigable, it
34 would again furnish an inexhaustible supply of shad and
35 other migratory fish, which formerly contributed to the
36 yield of food for the inhabitants, and which are now
37 totally unknown in its waters on account of said im-
38 pediments to navigation ; and
39 Tenth, because said Connecticut river, being a natural
40 water highway, the people’s rights to its use as such
41 should not only be protected, but such improvements
42 should be made as would make more valuable their in-
-43 herent rights to such a highway.
44 Resolved, That our Commonwealth can not be true
45 to herself if she remains silent or inactive when her
46 rights are encroached upon by acts within or without her
47 borders.
48 Resolved, That the people of this Commonwealth have
49 just cause of complaint on account of the existing im-
-50 pediments to navigation on the Connecticut river, inas-
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51 much as said river is a navigable body of water in law as
52 it would be in fact, were it not for the artificial obstruc-
-53 tions placed in the way of such navigation.
54 Resolved , That the inactivity of our Commonwealth in
55 protecting the inherent rights of her citizens in the great
56 water highway which she has recently taken under her
57 protection, is a manifest injustice to those citizens who
58 would save millions of dollars by the opening of said
59 river to navigation.

60 Resolved, That his excellency the governor be re-
-61 quested to forward a copy of these resolves to our sena-
-62 tors and representatives in Congress, requesting them to
63 use their best endeavors to urge upon Congress the
64 importance and justice of re-opening the Connecticut
65 river to navigation as far up as the cities of Springfield
66 or Holyoke.




