
HOUSE No. 51.

[Taken from the files of last year and referred to the committee on
Metropolitan Affairs.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

RESOLVE

To provide for the erection of a Memorial Building in
Dorchester.

1 Whereas, The general court by chapter one hundred
2 of the resolves of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
3 four authorized the expenditure of fifteen thousand dol-
-4 lars for the erection of a monument to mark the site of
5 the first town-meeting held in America and of the first
6 free public school; and
7 Whereas, Said grant has become inoperative owing to
8 the uncertainty and vagueness of the terms of said
9 resolve;

10 Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
11 treasury of the Commonwealth the sum specified in said
12 resolve for the purpose of erecting in that part of the
13 city of Boston which was formerly the town of Dor-
-14 Chester, a memorial building in commemoration of the
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15 fact that a general town meeting was held in Dorchester
16 on the eighth day of October in the year sixteen hun-
-17 dred and thirty-three, and that on the twentieth day of
18 May in the year sixteen hundred and thirty-nine said
19 town appropriated twenty pounds annually forever to the
20 maintenance of a free public school.
21 The erection of said building shall be in charge of three
22 commissioners to be appointed by the governor, who shall
23 serve without compensation. The building shall contain
24 a hall to be used for public purposes in accordance with
25 such rules as shall be established from time to time by
26 the governor and council; and may also contain rooms
27 to be assigned by the governor for the use, free of rent,
28 of such incorporated societies as are or shall be established
29 for the collection and preservation of historical informa-
-30 tion relative to the town of Dorchester, or its churches or
31 schools.
32 Such memorial building shall be placed on some portion
33 of the old common-land of the town of Dorchester, and
34 near the sites of the two meeting houses which existed
35 from sixteen hundred and thirty-two to sixteen hundred
36 and seventy-eight thereon; and the city of Boston is
37 authorized to take by purchase or otherwise such laud as
38 may be necessary for said purpose, or to appropriate
39 therefor any land in its possession already acquired for
40 any public purpose ; and also to assume and provide for
41 the care and maintenance of said building. If land is
42 taken by said city by eminent domain, the proceedings
43 relative to the taking of such land, and the determination
44 of damages therefor, shall be the same as provided by law
45 when land is taken for the laying out of highways in said
46 city.






