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ith the award of Statewide Contract OFF16, the 
ommonwealth stepped out of the era of “just 

printers” and “just copiers” into the new age of 
multifunctional products (MFPs).  Today’s MFP can 
do the job of copier, printer, scanner, fax – and then 
some!  In addition, the more functions may also mean 
more ways to be “greener” and save money. 
 
1. Lower your cost per page.  Different types of equipment are associated 
with different costs per print.  For example, due to the cost of supplies and 
other factors, printing a page on a laser printer may cost you 2-4 cents per 
page, while an MFP commonly referred to as a “networked copier” can do 
the same job for 1 cent per page.  An average medium-range printer produces 
about 8,000 prints a month.  Multiply this by the savings per page and you 
will see your savings potential. 

2. Reduce the number of pieces of equipment.  Now that you see that a 
networked copier can cost-effectively handle its own job plus the job of the 
printer, consider… buying fewer printers and channeling more printing jobs 
through the copier.  Moreover, prints produced by larger printers are actually 
cheaper than those produced by smaller ones.  Consider further consolidating 
printing volume by buying printers for specific workgroups or office areas 
and reducing the use of smaller/individual printers.  But be careful not to buy 
equipment larger than your office needs!  More tips on Page 2. 

Is a Copier Just a Copier? 
Ways to Save through Buying Office Equipment 

 

EPP Benefits 

 It is not a coincidence that the title of this 
article sounds like… an obituary.  Statewide 
contracts OFF02 (Photocopiers) and OFF09 
(Facsimile Equipment) have been replaced by 
the new OFF16 covering both above-mentioned 
groups plus printers, supplies and service. 

Nevertheless, it is worth it to remember the 
times past and look at the results that those 
contracts achieved.  In late 1990’s, when those 
contracts were issued, they were the first 
statewide contracts to require things that are 
now considered standard in all office 
equipment: having Energy Star ® features 
enabled on all machines and requiring all 
copiers  above 20 copies per minute to have 
double-sided copying capability. 

Was it worth it?  That is the question the EPP 
Program tried to answer looking at the list of 
all the equipment sold or leased over the five 
years of OFF02 and three years of OFF09.  
While the benefits of “duplexing” were hard to 
track, we were able to estimate the benefits of 
having Energy Star® features installed on the 
nearly 2,500 pieces of equipment sold and 
4,000 leased under both contracts. 

The results were astonishing: 9.3 Megawatt-
hours of electricity saved, which is equivalent 
to preventing over 6.5 thousand tons of CO2 
emissions (or preventing early emissions of 
almost 1,400 cars), and saving over $900,000.  
So, was it worth it?  You bet!

State Contracts OFF02 & 
09: A Lifetime of Savings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

As you may remember, some of the 
exhibitors at last year’s Vendor Fair offered 
organizations that attended opportunities to 
test their products in the field at significantly 
reduced prices or even for free.  As part of 
this “try before you buy” program,  
Manchester Honda provided a Honda Civic running on compressed natural 
gas (CNG) to the City of Worcester and the Town of Natick.   
 

The tests took place in January 2005, when Natick and Worcester got an 
opportunity to test-drive the cars for three weeks each.  Recently, we 
interviewed Daniel Curtis, Director of Administration for the City of 
Worcester DPW, and Bob Bois, Environmental Compliance Officer for the 
Town of Natick, both of whom were testing the vehicles.  More on the test 
and CNG cars in general on Page 2. 

“Try Before You Buy” Pilot Update 

“Peppy Little Cars” 
Worcester and Natick Test CNG Honda 

Website Updates 

 Hybrid Vehicles 
 Environmentally Preferable Cleaners

The EPP Program has begun the process of 
gradually updating the website content.  In 
May, the following web pages were updated: 



“Try Before You Buy” Pilot Update (continued) 

It is true, and the name of 
the device is Phill.  Phills 
are compact units (30" x 14" 
x 14") manufactured by 
FuelMaker.  They can easily 
be installed to your home 
gas line, inside or outside 
your garage.  Phills can be  
used to refuel Honda Civics GX and GM 
Sierras and Silverados.  While the process of 
filling up an empty tank may take up to 12 
hours, doing it daily just to replenish the fuel 
just spent may actually be more convenient 
than driving to the fueling station.  For more 
information see www.myphill.com/. 

 FAQs
 
How many CNG fueling stations 
are there in Massachusetts and 
where are they located? 

There are 14 existing CNG 
fueling stations in 
Massachusetts.  Among 
them: Worcester, Newton, 
Lexington, Tewksbury, 
Stoneham, Everett, 

East Boston (Logan Airport), West Roxbury, 
Middleboro, South Yarmouth.  All the stations 
are open 24/7 and accept credit cards. 
 
Are there more CNG fueling 
stations being built? 

According to the Mass Highway Department 
there are 15 new stations slated for 
Massachusetts alone. The new stations are sited 
as follows: two in the North Shore and two in 
the South Shore regions, three in the Boston 
area, two on the Cape and six throughout 
central and western Massachusetts. The new 
stations will be open 24/7 and accept credit 
cards.  
 
Is it true that there is a device for 
refueling CNG vehicles at home? 
 

 

 

 
Worcester and Natick Test CNG Honda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The feedback on the cars was positive, both municipalities reported that the 
CNG vehicles were “as peppy as any gasoline-fueled cars.”  Even though the 
tests were performed “in the dead of winter,” neither municipality had any 
maintenance issues with the vehicles.  As far as the fuel cost and mileage are 
concerned, both municipalities were very happy.  Daniel Curtis said that 
compared to a Dodge Stratus he typically drives, the car did not have to be 
fueled up as often.  Bob Bois quoted Honda’s information on fuel and 
maintenance savings associated with the car – almost an 8-cent per mile 
combined savings on maintenance and fuel! 
 

Gasoline or CNG: A sample cost comparison. 

 Fuel  Maintenance  Total  
Gasoline Powered Car $0.05 / mile $0.03 / mile $0.08 / mile 
CNG Powered Car $0.00025 / mile  $0.0001 / mile $0.00035 / mile 
 

The environmental benefits of the vehicles are significant as well.  Estimates 
by the Argonne National Laboratory show that passenger cars running on 
CNG on a per-mile bases emit about 15% less carbon dioxide, 30% less 
carbon monoxide, over 70% less volatile organic compounds and over 30% 
less particulate matter compared to the cars running on gasoline used in 
Massachusetts.  
 

Speaking of fueling, it is a common issue that needs to be addressed by those 
who are interested in buying CNG vehicles: you need a specialized fueling 
station to fill up the tank with compressed natural gas.  Worcester had no 
problem with that – they had an existing fueling station half a mile away.  
Natick officials had to drive their Civic to Lexington, but the fuel deal was 
still pretty good.  With nine publicly accessible CNG fueling stations in the 
state, there are nine areas where such fuel savings are easily achievable.  
Fifteen more fueling stations will be built on the next few years – food for 
thought to those planning future fleet purchases. 
 

Now that the test is over, what’s next?  Worcester is considering buying CNG 
vehicles for the future.  They already own three hybrids and are interested in 
continuing to buy vehicles with good air emissions.  Given the price of the 
fuel, Natick officials want to include CNG vehicles into the analysis for 
future vehicle replacements.  They see local inspectional services, such as 
meter readings as health inspections, as the primary applications for the CNG 
cars. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buying Office Equipment (continued) 

Ways to Save through Buying Office 
3. Make “duplexing” a standard.  Gone are the days when doubles-sided 
copies were considered inferior or cheap.  When you think of it, paper is 
another major component of your cost per copy or per print.  Paper purchased 
off Statewide Contract OFF05 costs about 0.5 cents per sheet, and it is up to 
you to spend this sheet on one or two prints.  Simple math shows that you 
may be paying about $480 a year to supply a medium-range printer with 
paper.  Think about all the equipment you are buying paper for.  Experience 
shows that setting all equipment to produce double-sided prints as a default 
can save 10-30% of those costs compared to “un-enforced” duplexing. 
 
4.  Use Energy Star and then… turn equipment off!  Energy Star power 
management features come standard with all office equipment.  Use them to 
save an additional $100 per copier or $40 per printer, but remember – you 
maximize your savings when you turn off equipment for the night. 

Subscription Information  
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by the Environmentally Preferable Products 
Purchasing Program at the Massachusetts 
Operational Services Division.  Visit us online, 
subscribe and unsubscribe at 
http://www.mass.gov/epp. 
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