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Website Updates 

operation, fleet management and key issues of regulatory compliance 
that will impact the way we do business in the next few years.   

More exhibitors!  Vendor Fair 2005 will be using a larger exhibit hall 
able to accommodate over 150 companies.  This will give us an 
opportunity to feature a wider variety of product manufacturers and 
also add whole new groups of exhibitors focused on facility services 
and environmental compliance. 

Cutting-edge workshops!  While the workshop program is still being 
planned and the final line-up is not ready yet, expect to see workshops 
on: 

Vendor Fair Turns a New Leaf

Historically, the county’s janitorial bid already 
contained over 100 items, from mops and sponges 
to paper towels and trash can liners.  One might ask 
why the county would add more line items and 
therefore have to evaluate more vendor responses. 

Elaine Davis, the county’s Director of Purchasing, 
explains that there are several reasons for that: 

 Barnstable County has a “green team” and is 
interested in greening the county’s operations, 
including purchasing.  So, since they were 
already requiring many janitorial paper 
products to have recycled content, green 
cleaners was the logical next step. 

 It is easier than ever to specify EPP cleaners: 
just ask for Green Seal certified products.  The 
EPP product specifications took just a few lines 
in the bid document. 

 Technical assistance in writing the 
specifications and evaluating the bids was 
available from the Massachusetts EPP Program. 

This was a team effort, and the team has won: 
County departments and towns within Barnstable 
County are now able to purchase environmentally 
preferable cleaning products at less than 6 cents per 
quart of ready-to-use general purpose cleaner, glass 
or carpet cleaner.  This includes a free dispensing 
system and staff training for each site using the 
products. 

Having landed this deal, Barnstable County is not 
losing any time.  They are already talking about 
setting up a green cleaning pilot in one of the 
buildings.  Meanwhile, if you are going out to bid 
for cleaning products (and are not required or 
choose not to use the statewide contract) – we can 
help you land an EPP deal of your own! 

After celebrating 10 years of 
promoting environmental 
purchasing and sustainable 
practices, Vendor Fair 2005 will 
venture to turn a new leaf and look 
into the future.  True to its theme, 
“Toward a Greener Tomorrow: 
New Directions in EPP Purchasing 
and Sustainability,” it will explore 
the emerging trends in EPP 
purchasing, sustainable facility  

Save the Date! 
EPP Vendor Fair & 
Conference 
November 2, 2005 
DCU Center  
(Formerly Centrum) 
Worcester, MA 

 New money-saving technologies for 
offices 

 Cost savings through optimizing your 
facility’s recycling  

 Municipal water conservation and  
stormwater management 

 Green leasing and writing environmental 
criteria into service contracts 

 Revolutionary renewable energy products 
becoming available 

 Cleaner fuels and innovative equipment 
for greener vehicle fleets 

Less traffic!  The construction on I-290 is over with more lanes for 
those rushing to have breakfast at the Vendor Fair, see the exhibitors or 
get into a workshop. 

Some things stay the same!  As always, attending the Vendor Fair is 
free for public employees, and so are meals and parking.  Continuing 
education credits will be available towards the Massachusetts Certified 
Public Purchasing Official Re-Certification.  

Stay tuned for more information about the event and if you are already 
feeling anxious to go, the attendee registration is available at the EPP 
Vendor Fair Page!  
 

EPP Cleaners Update

Next fiscal year, all the 15 
towns of Barnstable County 
will have access not only to 
conventional cleaning products, 
but also to a line of EPP 
cleaners and an EPP floor finish 
and stripper.   

Green Cleaners on the Cape 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The EPP Buyer Update newsletter is published by the 
Environmentally Preferable Products Procurement 
Program at the Massachusetts Operational Services 
Division.  Visit us online, subscribe and unsubscribe 
at http://www.mass.gov/epp. 

Check the list of Top-Rated Refrigerators and Freezers. The life-span of 
an average fridge is 17 years.  If you are buying an appliance that will last 
for that long, why not go for the top of the line?  Check the list of the most 
energy efficient models published by the American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy. 

As the temperatures outside are climbing, it is only fair to continue our 
running feature on buying more efficient appliances with a piece on 
refrigerators.  Even if you are not planning to buy one yet, we hope that the 
energy conservation tips we collected will help you increase the efficiency 
of the fridge you have. 

How to Buy a “Cool” Fridge
By One Hwang, Operational Services Division 

 

Focus on Appliances   

One Hwang is an Environmental Purchasing Intern at OSD.  She is an 
engineering graduate of Harvey Mudd College. 

Refrigerators are constantly on and consume the most energy of all 
household appliances.  This is why choosing a more efficient model may 
give you the most bang for your buck.   
 

New refrigerators use approximately half the energy of similar models built 
12 years ago, so you may be able to save energy just by replacing your old 
fridge.  But why stop there when highly efficient Energy Star® models can 
cut that by another 20 to 36%?  By choosing an energy efficient fridge, you 
can save up to $50 per year in energy costs, which adds up to about $850 
over the lifespan of the fridge.  Here are some tips for choosing an efficient 
model. 
 

 Avoid placing the 
fridge near heat 
sources or in direct 
sunlight.  

 Keep the temperature 
at 37°-40°F in the 
fresh food section and 
at 5°F in the freezer. 

Choose features carefully  
 Optimize the size. The larger the unit, the greater the energy 

consumption. Too large a model will result in wasted space and 
energy; too small a model could mean extra trips to the supermarket. 
Remember, however, one large refrigerator will use less energy than 
two smaller units. 

 Choose a unit with a top-mounted freezer. Units with top-mounted 
freezers are most energy efficient, followed by ones with bottom-
mounted freezers.  Side-by-side units use considerably more energy. 
Top-mounted units use 7 to 13% less energy than side-by-side models. 

 Avoid unnecessary features.  Some additional features will not only 
cost extra upfront, but will also increase the operational cost of the 
fridge. Models with "anti-sweat" heaters for moisture control use 5% to 
10% more energy than models without the heater.  Through-the-door 
dispensers and automatic ice makers also increase electric use. 

Select the most efficient model  

Subscription Information  

Compare competing models.  All fridges will have a 
yellow Energy Guide label to help you compare the energy 
usage of competing models. The label indicates the model’s 
annual energy consumption and annual energy cost.   

Choose the best in class.  Refrigerators that  
are exceptionally energy efficient will display  
the Energy Star® logo. These appliances exceed the federal 
minimum energy efficiency requirements by at least 20%. 
 

 

Hybrids are a Hot Commodity 
 

The new hybrid vehicle contract (VEH58) was 
awarded just two and a half months ago, but is 
already being actively used by state agencies.  
Many of them not only noticed the inviting 
prices of the vehicles, but jumped at the 
opportunity to “green” their fleets.  Five 
agencies have already bought 59 hybrids.  
Among them are 30 Toyota Priuses, 18 Honda 
Civics and 11 Ford Escapes. 

The Department of Public Health and 
MassHighway bought 21 and 24 vehicles 
respectively!  Next time you plan your vehicle 
purchase, look up state contract VEH58.  More 
information on hybrids and how they work is 
available on the EPP Program’s Hybrid 
Vehicles Page. 

Energy conservation tips 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Don't leave the door open and make sure the 
door seal is always clean and tight.  

 To ensure proper air circulation, don't 
overload the fridge. In freezers, food 
packages should be scattered until 
completely frozen and only after that 
grouped or stacked together. 

 Regularly defrost manual-defrost 
refrigerators and freezers.  Use the “anti-
sweat” switch only when condensation forms 
near door seals.  Vacuum the condenser coils 
once a year unless you have a “no-clean” 
condenser model. 

 Allow food to cool before putting it in the 
fridge.  Cover liquids and wrap foods stored 
in the refrigerator. Uncovered foods release 
moisture and require additional work for the 
compressor. 

Vehicle Update   

http://www.mass.gov/epp
http://www.aceee.org/consumerguide/topfridge.htm
http://www.aceee.org/consumerguide/topfridge.htm
http://www.aceee.org/consumerguide/topfridge.htm

