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EPP Vendor Fair 2005
Breaks All Attendance Records 

FAQs: Computer Displays

On November 2, 2005, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts gathered purchasers, facility and 
fleet managers, and environmental staff for the 
11th Annual Environmentally Preferable Products 
(EPP) Vendor Fair and Conference.  The 2005 
event exceeded all attendance records, registering 
over 1100 participants (up from nearly 900 last 
year) of state agencies, authorities, cities and 
towns from across the state and region.  The  

Vendor Fair also attracted representatives from the Federal Government, the state 
governments of other New England States and even as far away as Minnesota, Iowa 
and Nevada.  “Without a doubt, this was the most successful Vendor Fair event 
yet”, one attendee commented, “not just because of the numbers of attendees, but 
because of how smoothly things went and how energized virtually everyone seemed 
to be.” 

What kind of computer monitor 
should I buy: flat screen/LCD or 
the traditional CRT?    

The U.S. EPA performed a life cycle 
assessment to examine the environmental 
impacts of each monitor type throughout 
its life-cycle.  This assessment determined 
the effects of each monitor type in 20 
different impact areas, such as energy use, 
landfill use, and water quality.  CRTs were 
found to have greater negative impacts in 
18 of the 20 impact areas. For example, 
CRTs contain about 25 times as much lead 
as LCDs.  More on Page 2. 
 
 

Save the Date! 
12th Annual EPP Vendor 

Fair & Conference 
October 25, 2006 

DCU Center (Formerly 
Centrum), Worcester, MA

 
 

The MA EPP Website has been updated 
with the following information: 

 EPP Vendor Fair Presentations 
available until January 10, 2006.  If you 
would like to have a presentation from 
a workshop you attended, for a limited 
time you will be able to download it 
from our website. 

 EnviroCalc, our tool for evaluating 
environmental impacts of recycled and 
energy efficient purchases, has been 
posted online. 

 Guide to EPPs on Statewide 
Contracts has been updated and is also 
available for download! 

Website Updates 

Update

Another record breaking feature for 2005 was the 
number of exhibitors.  This year saw an increase 
in participation from 110 to 150 companies and 
environmental organizations all offering 
environmental products and services.  Since one 
of the primary goals of the EPP Vendor Fair is to 
provide attendees with the opportunity to learn 
about EPPs directly from the suppliers, the 
expanded showroom had a very positive impact. 

  “I think it was the best show ever”, one buyer stated. “I went with an agenda to get 
particular information in regards to certain projects and found what I was looking 
for and more!”  This enthusiasm was also reflected in the feedback from the 
exhibitors as well. “We had a line at our booth throughout the day.  The contacts 
made will keep me busy for the next few weeks,” said one of the exhibitors. 
 

The workshop program at the Vendor Fair once again targeted the most current 
issues relating to sustainable practices and environmental purchasing.  The interest 
level was high as most of the eleven sessions were attended by an estimated 50-100 
participants. Topics included reducing water demand, green schools, leveraging 
technology to save money in the office, renewable energy, leasing, recycling pay-
backs and more.  
 

The luncheon session featured Urvashi Rangan, Senior Scientist and Policy Analyst 
from Consumer Reports, who encouraged the attendees not only to green their 
organizations’ operations, but also continue to be environmentally responsible at 
home.  Ms. Rangan highlighted Consumer Reports’ efforts in helping individuals 
across the nation to make more informed purchasing decisions and invited attendees 
to visit the organization’s free websites www.Eco-Labels.org and  
www.GreenerChoices.org.  

For more information about the Vendor Fair, please visit www.mass.gov/epp  



 
 

It is some- 
times  
mentioned  
that LCDs  
contain small  
fluorescent  
“backlights,”  
which light  
up the screen  
from behind and which contain mercury, 
while CRT monitors don’t contain any 
mercury.  At the same time, electrical 
power production is also a source of 
mercury emissions in the environment.  
The study showed that the higher power 
requirements of a CRT display could 
cause greater mercury emissions than the 
mercury contained in an LCD backlight 
and the mercury released due to the 
LCD’s power consumption. 
 
A few notes on the cost issues.  Flat 
screen monitors may be more expensive 
than the traditional CRT ones, but they 
have lower power requirements and 
therefore lower operating costs.  In 
addition, CRTs have an expected life of 
4-5 years (although we tend to keep 
them longer), while LCDs have an 
expected life of about 13 years.  LCDs 
are lighter and smaller and therefore are 
cheaper to transport, install, move and 
eventually dispose of.  Some LCD 
manufacturers also claim that because of 
the higher picture clarity flat-screens 
reduce office workers’ eye strain and 
help increase productivity. 
 
A few years ago, the city of Seattle 
performed a study which showed that 
purchasing an LCD instead of a CRT 
had a payback period of 5 years.  Since 
then, the price difference between LCDs 
and CRTs has shrunk significantly, and 
the price difference should now be made 
up in about half that time. 
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 Activated carbon filtration.  Another filter removes any chlorine and 
ammonia, improves water taste and removes any odor. 

 Reverse osmosis system.  Finally, the water passes through a membrane 
system that removes metals (e.g. copper, lead, iron), excess salts and microbes.  
About 85-95% of these “dissolved solids” are removed. 

 

The quality of the water produced by the system is just as good if not better than 
that coming out of the bottle.  The sediment and activated carbon filters are replaced 
every two months and the water quality is regularly tested. 
 

How much does this cost to have a reverse osmosis system installed in your 
building?  You will be surprised to find out that there is no upfront cost at all – you 
are not buying the system.  What you are buying is a monthly drinking water 
service with a charge per water cooler installed in your office.  The pricing is cost-
competitive.  Bottled water costs about 75 cents a gallon while the new system 
provides water for as low as 5 cents/gallon! 
 

The additional benefits of the system are clear: 

 Environmental benefits.  The system eliminates the need to manufacture the 
5-gallon plastic bottles and to transport full and empty bottles to and from your 
office. 

 Staff safety.  There is no more “heavy lifting” involved for the staff, which 
eliminates the risk of an accidental injury. 

 Extra space.  Think about the extra space freed up by not having to store a 
month’s supply of drinking water in bottles! 

 

Another piece of good news is that you don’t have to be in an enormous building to 
use a reverse osmosis system.  The contractor (Atlas Water Systems, Inc.) has 
systems for offices that have one or just a few coolers!  For more information about 
the contract, please search www.Comm-PASS.com for the active contract with 
document number PRF23. 

EPP Buyer Updates are published by the 
Environmentally Preferable Products 
Purchasing Program at the MA Operational 
Services Division.  Visit us online, 
subscribe and unsubscribe at 
http://www.mass.gov/epp. 

New Product Computer Displays (cont’d) 

Good-Bye Water Bottles!
A Major State Office Building Gets “Cooler” Water Coolers 

As the holidays near, the staff on the 10 floors of the office 
building where the EPP Program is located (One Ashburton 
Place in Boston), got a wonderful gift.  Thanks to the newly 
installed reverse osmosis water treatment system (available 
on new statewide contract PRF23), from now on, the staff 
will not have to worry about lifting five-gallon water bottles 
and placing them onto the traditional “bubbler” water 
coolers.   
 

The new water coolers do not have the usual opening at the 
top.  Instead, they are connected to the pipes supplying fresh 
drinking water from the central water treatment unit.  So, 
water is available all the time and never runs out! 
 

But where exactly does the water come from and is it as 
good as the bottled water?  While the new system does use 
tap water as the source, quite a few things happen to that 
water before it goes to the cooler: 

 Sediment filtration.  A fine filter removes suspended 
solid matter that may be present in the water. 


