
HOUSE No. 493.

House of Representatives, Feb. 5, 1896.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Evans of Cambridge.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
Providing for the Burial of Deceased Indigent or Friendless

Soldiers, Sailors or Marines, who served in the Array or
Navy of the United States during the War of the Rebellion,
from eighteen hundred and sixty-one to eighteen hundred
and sixty-five.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. It shall be the duty of the mayor of each
2 city and of the selectmen of each town of the Common-
-3 wealth to designate some suitable person or persons, who
4 shall serve without compensation, and shall be other
5 than the overseers of the poor or those employed by
6 them, whose duty it shall be, under regulations estab-
-7 lished by the commissioners of state aid, to cause to be
8 properly interred the body of any honorably discharged
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9 soldier, sailor or marine who served in the army or navy

10 of the United States during the war of the rebellion,
11 between the years of eighteen hundred and sixty-one
12 and eighteen hundred and sixty-five, who may have died
13 without leaving sufficient means to defray funeral ex-
-14 penses, and who would otherwise be buried at the public
15 expense ; provided, however , that where a burial has
16 taken place unbeknown to the burial agent, he may be
17 applied to within one week from the date of death, and
18 if upon investigation, he shall find that the deceased was
19 eligible under the law and the rules of the commissioners
20 of state aid to receive the benefits of this act, he may

21 make return of the same in the manner prescribed for
22 other cases.

1 Sect. 2. The expense of such burial shall not exceed
2 the sum of thirty-five dollars. Such burial shall not be
3 made in any cemetery or burial ground used exclusively
4 for the burial of the pauper dead or in that portion of
5 any burial ground so used ; and provided, that in case
6 relatives of the deceased who are unable to bear the
7 expense of burial desire to conduct the funeral, they may
8 be allowed to do so, and the expense shall be paid as
9 herein provided.

10 When any sum shall have been expended under and
11 according to this act, the full amount so expended ; the
12 name of the deceased soldier, sailor or marine; the name
13 of the regiment, company or vessel in which he served;
14 the date of death; place of interment; with such other
15 details as the commissioners of state aid may require,
16 shall be certified under oath to said commissioners, in a
17 manner approved by them, by the burial agent and
18 treasurer of the city or town expending the same, within
19 ninety days after the burial; and said commissioners
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20 shall examine the certificates thus returned, and allow
21 and endorse upon the same, such sums as in their judg-
-22 ment have been paid and reported according to this act,
23 and transmit the same to the auditor.
24 The sums legally paid as aforesaid and so allowed and
25 endorsed by said commissioners, but with no expense for
26 the disbursement of the same, shall be reimbursed from
27 the treasury of the Commonwealth, to the several cities
28 and towns which have expended the same, on or before
29 the first day of December, in the year next after the
30 year in which the expenditures have been made.

1 Sect. 3. Chapter three hundred and ninety-five of
2 the acts of the year eighteen hundred eighty-nine;
3 chapter one hundred eighty-four of the acts of the
4 year eighteen hundred ninety-two, and chapter sixty-
-5 two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred ninety-
-6 four, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage




