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H ouse of R epr esen ta tiv es , Feb. 5, 1896. 
[Introduced on leave by Mr. R ourke  of Boston.]

Commoruueattl) of ittassadjiisctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

A N  A C T
To require Street Railway Companies to make some Return 

to Cities and Towns for the Right of using their Streets.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every company operating a street railway
2 in this Commonwealth shall cause the streets in which its
3 railway is laid to be kept properly watered during the
4 months of June, July, August and September in each
5 year; provided, that such companies shall not be re-
6 quired to water any portions of any streets which lie
7 outside of the settled portion of a city or town; and,
8 provided, further, that where two or more railway com-
9 panies run their cars through the same streets the ex-

10 pense of watering said streets shall be divided between
11 them in proportion to the number of cars run.



2 STREET RAILWAY COMPANIES. [Feb. ’96.

1 Sect. 2. The mayor and aldermen of each city and
2 selectmen of each town in which a street railway is oper-
3 ated shall, on or before the first day of April in each
4 year, notify in writing the company operating such rail-
5 way what streets and portions of streets shall be watered
6 by said company under the provisions of the preceding
7 section, and if more than one company operates cars on
8 the same street, shall determine the proportion of the
9 expense to be borne by each company. Such company

10 or companies, if they deem themselves aggrieved by the
11 action of the mayor and aldermen or selectmen, may
12 appeal within ten days thereafter to the board of railroad
13 commissioners, who may, in their discretion, alter or
14 modify the determination of the municipal authorities in
15 respect to the streets to be watered or the apportionment
16 of the expense between different companies. If said
17 board affirms the order of the municipal authorities it
18 may require the apellant to reimburse the municipality
19 for a part or all of the expense in defending such appeal;
20 and if said board reverses or modifies said order, it may
21 in like manner require the municipality to reimburse the
22 appellant for a part or all of the expense incurred in
23 prosecuting such appeal. Any amount so awarded to be
24 paid by either party may be collected by the party to
25 which the same is due by an action of contract.

1 Sect. 3. Any street railway company which fails to
2 comply with the requirements of section one of this act
3 shall be fined fifty dollars a day for each day during
4 which such failure continues.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on the first day of
2 June in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-six.
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