
HOUSE No. 599.

House of Representatives, Feb. 6, 1896
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Evans of Cambridge.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To provide for the Burial of the Wife, or Widow, of the

Veterans of the War of Eighteen Hundred and Sixty-one
to Eighteen Hundred and Sixty-five.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as jallows

1 Section 1. It shall be the duty of the mayor of each
2 city, and of the selectmen of each town of the Common-
-3 wealth to designate some suitable person, or persons,
4 who shall serve without compensation, and shall be other
5 than the overseers of the poor or those employed by
6 them, whose duty it shall be, under regulations estab-
-7 lished by the commissioners of state or military aid, to
8 cause to be properly interred the body of the wife, or
9 widow, of any honorably discharged veteran who served

10 in the army or navy of the United States during the late
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11 war, who may hereafter die without leaving sufficient
12 means to defray her funeral expenses; provided, that
13 said wife, or widow, shall have been married to said
14 veteran previous to or during the period of the late
15 rebellion.

1 Sect. 2. The expense of such burial shall not exceed
2 thirty-five dollars. Such burials shall not be made in
3 any cemetery or burial ground used exclusively for the
4 burial of the pauper dead or in that portion ofany burial
5 ground so used ; and provided, that in case relatives of
6 the deceased who are unable to bear the expense of
7 burial desire to conduct the funeral, they may be allowed
3 to do so, and the expense shall be paid as herein pro-
-9 vided.

1 Sect. 3. All sums allowed and expended under sec-
-2 tion two of this act, but with no expense for the dis-
-3 bursement of the same, shall be reimbursed from the
4 treasury of the Commonwealth to the several cities and
5 towns which have expended the same, on or before the
6 first day of December in the year next after such ex-
-7 penditure.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.






