
HOUSE No. 634.

[Bill accompanying the petition of J. H. Winchell & Co. Cities.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To provide for the Annexation of the Town of Bradford to

the City of Haverhill.

and House of RepresentativesBe it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follow

1 Section 1. All the territory now comprised within
2 the limits of the town of Bradford, in the county of
3 Essex, with the inhabitants and estates therein, is hereby
4 annexed to and made a part of the city of Haverhill,
5 subject to the same municipal regulations, obligations
6 and liabilities, and entitled to the same immunities in
7 all respects, as the said city of Haverhill: provided,
8 however, that until legally changed said territory shall
9 continue to be, for the purpose of electing a councillor,

10 senator and representatives to the general court, a part
11 of the several districts that exist at the time of the

€omnunuucaltl) of ittassacljusctls.
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12 acceptance of this act. All the duties now required by
13 law to be performed by the selectmen and town clerk of
14 the town of Bradford, or either of them, pertaining to
15 the election of councillors, senators and members of the
16 general court shall in like manner devolve upon the
17 board of aldermen and city clerk of Haverhill.

1 Sect. 2. All the public property of the town of Brad-
-2 ford shall be vested in and is hereby declared to be the
3 property of the city of Haverhill; and said city of
4 Haverhill shall succeed to all the rights, claims, causes
5 of action, rights to uncollected taxes, liens, uses, trusts,
6 duties, privileges and immunities of said town of Brad-
-7 ford. The town treasurer of the town of Bradford shall,
8 on or before the second Monday of January following the
9 acceptance of this act, under the direction of the select-

-10 men of the said town of Bradford, who shall for this pur-
-11 pose, and all other purposes necessary to carry into full
12 effect the provisions of this act, continue to hold their
13 offices over, transfer, deliver, pay and account for, to the
14 city treasurer of the city of Haverhill, all books, papers,
15 moneys and other property in his possession as town
16 treasurer of the town of Bradford, when this act shall
17 take effect; and the city of Haverhill shall become liable
18 for, and subject to all the debts, obligations, duties, re-
-19 sponsibilities and liabilities of said town of Bradford.
20 All actions and causes of actions which shall be pending
21 or which shall have accrued at the time this act takes
22 effect, in behalf of or against the town of Bradford, shall
23 survive and may be prosecuted to final judgment and
24 execution in behalf of or against the city of Haverhill.

1 Sect. 3. The territory of the town of Bradford shall
2 constitute a ward of the city of Haverhill, to be called
3 ward seven, and shall so remain until the alteration of the
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4 ward limits of the city of Haverhill provided for by law.
5 And the ward so established shall be entitled to all the
6 municipal and ward officers to which each of the other
7 wards of said city of Haverhill is entitled.

1 Sect. 4. After the acceptance of this act the board
2 of aldermen of the city of Haverhill shall consist of
3 seven members, and the common council shall consist of
4 fourteen members, and the school board of twenty-one
5 members. The warrant for the municipal election of the
6 city of Haverhill next following the acceptance of this
7 act shall include the territory hereby annexed to said
8 city.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall not take full effect unless
2 accepted by a majority of the legal voters of the town of
3 Bradford and city of Haverhill present and voting
4 thereon by ballot. The question of accepting this act
5 shall be submitted to the voters of the city of Haver-
-6 hill and of the town of Bradford respectively, at the
7 next annual state election, and, if not then accepted, at
8 subsequent elections as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the city clerk of the
2 city of Haverhill and the town clerk of the town of
3 Bradford to certify as soon as may be to the secretary of
4 the Commonwealth the number of ballots cast in favor
5 of the acceptance of this act, and the number of ballots
6 cast against said acceptance; and if it shall appear that
7 the majority of the votes cast in the city of Haverhill
8 and a majority of the votes cast in the town of Bradford,
9 respectively, are in favor of the acceptance of this act,

10 said secretary shall immediately issue and publish his
11 certificate declaring this act to have been duly accepted.

1 Sect. 7. If this act should fail to be accepted by the
2 voters of said city and town, or either of them, at the
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3 election held as aforesaid, this act may be re-submitted
4 at a future annual state election : provided, that a peti-
-5 tion of fifty voters of the city of Haverhill and the town
6 of Bradford, or either of them, requesting the same,
7 shall be filed with the secretary of the Commonwealth
8 thirty days previous to the holding of such election, and
9 the board of aldermen of the city of Haverhill and the

10 selectmen of the town of Bradford shall in issuing the
11 warrants for such election govern themselves accordingly.

1 Sect. 8. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs the submission of the question of its acceptance
3 to the legal voters of the city and town respectively
4 shall take effect upon its passage; and if accepted by
5 said voters it shall otherwise take effect on the first
6 Monday of January next following its acceptance. No
7 submission of the question of its acceptance to the voters
8 shall be made subsequent to the state election held in
9 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight.

1 Sect. 9. If any election or balloting upon the ques-
-2 tion of the acceptance of this act by either said city
3 or said town, shall within two months thereafter be
4 declared void by the supreme judicial court upon sum-
-5 mary proceedings, which may be had in any county,
6 upon the petition of fifty voters of either said city or
7 said town, the question of accepting said act shall again
8 be submitted to the legal voters of said city or town at
9 the next annual state election ; but no election or ballot-

10 ing shall be held void for informality in calling, holding
11 or conducting the election or returning the votes or
12 otherwise, except upon proceedings instituted therefor
13 and determined within sixty days thereafter as aforesaid.


