
HOUSE .... No. 952.

House of Representatives, Feb. 28, 1896.

The committee on Street Railways, to whom was referred
the Bill (introduced on leave) to authorize street railway
companies to make certain contracts and leases (House, No.
500), report that the same ought to pass in a new dratt
herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

GEO. G. RUSSELL.
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2 [Feb.STREET RAILWAY COMPANIES.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To authorize Street Railway Companies to make certain

Contracts and Leases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows;

1 Section 1. Two street railway companies incorpora-
-2 ted under the laws of this Commonwealth, whose rail-
-3 ways connect with or intersect each other or together
4 form a continuous line, may contract that either company
5 shall perform all the transportation upon and over the
6 railway of the other; and any such company may lease
7 its railway, franchise and property to any other such
8 company : provided, that no such contract or lease shall
9 be valid or binding until the terms thereof have been

10 agreed to by a majority of the directors, and approved
11 at meetings called for the purpose by the vote of two-
-12 thirds in interest of the stockholders of each of said
13 companies, and have also been approved as lawful and
14 consistent with the public interest by the board of rail-
-15 road commissioners in the manner provided by law:
16 provided, also, that the facilities for travel on either of
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17 the railways of the said companies shall not be diminished,
18 or the rates of fare increased; and the income arising
19 from such contracts or leases shall be subject to the pro-
-20 visions of law as regards the right to reduce their fares,
21 in the same manner as that arising from the use of the
22 railways.

1 Sect. 2. The railways of two street railway com-
-2 panics shall be deemed to connect with or intersect each
3 other or to form a continuous line, within the meaning of
4 the preceding section, if one of such railways connects
5 with or intersects or forms a continuous line with a rail-
-6 way leased to the other, or operated by it under a con-
-7 tract as authorized by said section.

1 Sect. 3. No street railway company shall lease or
2 contract for the operation of its railway for a period of
3 more than ninety-nine years without the consent of the
4 general court.

1 Sect. 4. A street railway company which contracts
2 for the operation or takes a lease of another railway as
3 aforesaid, shall, in accordance with the terms of such
4 contract or lease, have and enjoy the powers and p rivi-
-5 leges, and shall be subject to the duties, liabilities aud
6 restrictions, of the company owning the same.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




